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	Lev Vygotsky 
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	Albert Bandura

	
	

	John Bowlby

	
	

	Sigmund Freud

	
	

	Erik Erikson

	
	

	Maria Montessori

	
	


Theories in Early Years Practice 
Task: Match the theories noted below with the correct theorists within the table, and further explore how these beliefs link to early years practice.



1. This theory of teaching understands that children have an innate interest to learn and will be able to do so in a suitable environment, with a focus on learning that emphasizes independence and choice. 
2. This theorist emphasizes that children learn through social interaction and cooperative dialogue with someone who is more skilled in tasks they’re trying to learn. These people with higher skill level were known as the More Knowledgeable Other (MKO). MKO could be teachers, parents, tutors and even peers.
3. It is believed by this theorist that young children need to develop a secure attachment with their main caregiver to peruse a natural further development. Further research suggested that Insecure attachment patterns can compromise exploration and the achievement of self-confidence, and that a securely attached baby is free to concentrate on their environment.
4. Hierarchy of needs- this tells us that humans need food, shelter and warmth in order to survive and further develop.
5. This theory of development includes various psychosocial experiences where each conflict builds off of the previous stages. The result of each conflict can have negative or positive impacts on a person's development. 
6. It is believed by this theorist that children go through a series of psychosexual stages that lead to the development of the adult personality. His theory described how personality developed over the course of childhood with emphasis on the parent-child relationship.
7. The belief that observation, imitation, and modelling are central components of the learning process, and that behaviourism alone can’t account for every kind of learning.  

