Laura assignment 1
[bookmark: _GoBack] What changes did the Coroners and Justice Act (2009) make to the defence of diminished responsibility? Did these amendments change the law in this area for the better?
The coroners and justice act (2009) were a particularly important change to come to recent events, which inflicted a lot of change between the criminal justice system in England and Wales. Before the corners and justice act (2009), section 2 of the homicide act (1957) went into to setting up a defence against murder which was diminished responsibility. Section 52 of (CJA) was brought in to change the definition of diminished reasonability.
In criminal law, Diminished responsibility is a potential defence is used by the defendant for an excuse by admitting they broke the law however they should not be committed of the crime completely, as their excuse consists of mental or physical state of mind that they did not intend to commit the crime being committed as they were ‘diminished.’ The definition is an unbalanced mental state that is considered to make a person less answerable for a crime, this meaning that they can be judged based on how they answer to the crime the commit by using this defence they can be used for a reduced charge. This was because some people were extraordinarily strong hearted and reasons for why the committed such offences, this meaning that they were trying to with reason have a lighter punishment towards a sentence or something smaller such as community service with a less time to complete.  
[bookmark: _Int_EXjSkihX][bookmark: _Int_JkQ0cGtl]From Section 2 of the Homicide Act (1957) states: Where a person kills or is party to a killing of another, he shall not be convicted of murder if he was suffering from an abnormality of mental functioning this is the legal definition of this act, this meaning when someone kills another in the moment however if they suffer with a mental illness such as schizophrenia or depression(not in a mental state) they can use diminished responsibility as a defence to not be put into prison for the horrendous offence they have committed. The requirements for diminished responsibility for this act would be suffering from abnormality of mind this meaning when a victim suffers from experience and maybe suffers from illness, a recent study from Cherry (2022) shows that different cases can be seen in a unique way due to the circumstances and that mental disorders often have multiple causes. Abnormality of mental functioning as seen in subsection (1b) of the corner's justice act (2009) can either cause or is a significant contributory factor. To link this with criminal law and for the person to actually commit the crime, according to a study from the Cale group (2022) They may master basic self-care skills and some communication skills. Many severely retarded individuals can live in a group home however some cannot think straight and do not know what they can and cannot do but especially cannot think for themselves and cannot really think before they commit the crime.
[bookmark: _Int_inDfCt8p]When comparing abnormality of mind from section 2 of the homicide act to abnormality of mental functioning in section 52 of the coroners and justice act. section 2 of the homicide act requires a mental condition whereas section 52 of the coroners and justice act requires medical condition, one reason for change of section 2 of the homicide act (1957) was due to the lack of clarity of abnormality of mind. In order to have suffered abnormality of mind it would have had to of arise from a condition of arrested or retarded development of mind.
[bookmark: _Int_32gKevEy][bookmark: _Int_T94h2YRs]Under section 2 of the homicide act (1957) it states how a person's ‘mental responsibility’ must be ‘substantially impaired’ however this is lacking clarity as this does not state how a person must be ‘substantially impaired’ therefore in section 52 of the coroners and justice act (2009) subsection (1a) a person would have to prove three things to be substantially impaired. Firstly, their ability to understand the nature of his conduct meaning the defendant did not know what they were doing or understood. Secondly, the defendant would have to show their ‘ability to form rational judgement.’ thirdly, the ability to ‘exercise self-control' meaning the defendant had no control over their actions due to ‘substantial impairment.’
The law has been changing a lot recently and in recent times this is because of the new situations and issues that have arisen in recent years but the UK system has been on top with how much it is rose to the decisions and taken control of what needs to be done and how to do it in an ordinally fashion with the upmost of professionalism. This is one of the advantages of the new laws and legislation that are being put into effect in recent times they are more clear and more precise with how and easy it is to implement these new laws to make the public feel more safe and secure. another advantage to the new section 52 of the coroners and justice act is that it gives more diminished responsibilities and more clarity to the old law when compared from each of the laws. coroners and Justice Act (2009), Section 52 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before 04 January 2023. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. This was stated from the government website and gives a lot of information into the legislation and is always updated when something is being changed as stated before that everything is regularly updated this is one of the many advantages to being updated with the new legislation and systems that are changing within the UK system, the introduction of putting the legislation on the internet Aswell as helped with a lot of controversial topics and sides with people however with it being so easily accessible it makes for a better quality and professionalism.
[bookmark: _Int_CLTXqGOp][bookmark: _Int_XMiRsEBJ]To conclude, change it is an especially important in various aspects of the world and especially in the world of criminal law with people's ideas and opinions changing. The coroners and justice act were a particularly important change to come to recent times, which inflicted a lot of change between the criminal justice system in England and Wales. It has increased the trust in the public and the government with its continuous ideas and laws changing to make the UK a better place, however This creates an issue as despite the Government’s attempt to widen the defence to help those who could not previously rely on it, the different views on the topic have caused a wide debate between public and communities and especially families that have lost loved ones within this subject as using the act as an excuse for a shorter sentence or to use against actually intending to do harm. Ultimately it is the governments decisions to make whether people are really intentionally trying to cause harm or whether they did not mean to cause harm to that extent of injury. There are some new recommendations for this area of law on the different sections of the coroners and justice act, such as a new law for murder that that instead of the current two tier-structure of general homicide offences, namely murder and manslaughter, there should be a three-tier structure this was said by the law commission in 2014, finally the government do try and do what's best for the interest for the public weather they like it or not but do update as much as possible when they can do so or when a new case arrives.
 
References 
Legislation
Section 2 of the homicide act (1952)
Section 52 of the coroners and justice act (2009)

The home of Language Data (no date) Oxford Languages. Available at: https://languages.oup.com/ 
Kendra Cherry, Mse. (2023) How psychologists define and study abnormal psychology, Verywell Mind. Available at: https://www.verywellmind.com/what-is-abnormal-psychology-2794775 
Addictions and mental health treatment (no date) Alvernia University. Available at: https://www.alvernia.edu/academics/undergraduate-programs/majors-minors/addictions-and-mental-health-treatment (Accessed: 16 July 2023).
(No date) Plymouth Law Review - PLR. Available at: https://plymouthlawreview.org/ (Accessed: 16 July 2023).


