


Introduction [image: ]
The Mbuti see the forest as a parental provider. If the forest fails to provide then they regard the forest as sleeping. The Molimo is a ceremony that is preformed to wake up the sleeping forest. If catastrophe occurs (death, sickness or crisis) the instrument pictured below is blown to ‘wake up’ the forest to preform its caring duties.
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This paper has been divided into three parts. The first examines Colin Turnbull’s experience with the pygmy community (Turnbull1962). The second will look at the Sans people (Platvoet 1999). Using Ingold’s perspective I shall also study the similarities they share in terms of ritual and relationship with their environment and capitalist outsiders. 
I shall conclude that despite sharing the same environment they are vastly different in their approach to life as a collective tribe.

THE MBUTI FOREST PEOPLE.
Colin Turnbull spent many months living with the Mbuti pygmies. He gained a better understanding of their lives and rituals. He noted that the Mbuti pygmies regarded the forest as their parent or care giver. They revered the forest and because of their surrender to the forest as their controller they did not fear death. 
They rejected capitalism and continued to embrace the natural cycles of the forest and regarded tribes such as the JuHoansi as ‘sell outs’.
When Turnbull objected to Kenge distributing Turnbull’s unfinished food amongst the tribe, Kenge pointed out that his camera alone could raise enough money to feed him for a year or more to which Turnbull could not dispute. This reflects a certain acceptance of Turnbull in the group as he was expected to share his wealth. The Mbuti have a collective ownership policy.
Death is accepted as a natural part of life however the unexpected death of a child is seen as a curse from an enemy.







THE JUHOANSI TRIBE.
The JuHoansi are part of the Sans people and are in South Africa. Their daily lives are less intertwined with their natural environment, choosing instead to embrace approaching capitalism by selling parts of the forest in exchange for money to purchase food and toiletries.
They are more commonly known as the Kalahari bush men and are also one of the oldest living tribes of Africa.
The tribal elders have ownership of all possessions and have the final say on how possessions are distributed. JuHoansi trade with cattle herders. They forage for nuts and berries and hunt wilder beasts, birds and reptiles. Their routes are planned around watering holes.
CONCLUSION
Despite living in the similar environments, the Mbuti have continued to worship and live in harmony with nature whereas the JuHoansi traded with cattle herders and were regarded as ruthless by other tribes because of the way they are embracing capitalism.
Ingold questioned why only hunter gatherer tribes were studied but as we can see these two tribes are hunters and foragers. Ingold disputed theories that projected the anthropologist’s speculations onto the study results. However, Turnbulls in-depth ethnographies attempted to avoid these western speculations. 
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Above is an image of Mbuti pygmies on the left and the JuHoansi on the right.
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