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	Professional Experience Template 1
	ECAD6008 Assignment: Part 1


	Pedagogy Standard
	Assessment for learning

	What did you do and why?
	During my PTE3 experience I decided to incorporate AFL during some lessons. During all three of my placements, I have tried to use different AFL strategies e.g. questioning to ensure I was aware of what the children had already learned and what they didn’t understand so I could plan for future lessons and ensure they were learning what they needed to learn. For PTE3 I was in a foundation phase nursery class meaning the children were 3-4. Because they were so young, I decided to use the AFL strategy of using traffic lights as I believed this may have been one of the easiest concepts for the children to grasp and understand. After their PE lesson, I placed a green, amber and red face on the floor and asked them to go to whichever face they felt the lesson went e.g. green=well, amber= okay and red= not good. I also tried to use questioning as an AFL strategy to ensure I fully understood how the children felt and what the next steps were for them to fully progress further. During lessons with the children, I would try and use open questions to ensure that a conversation and discussion could arise form what was being taught. I also made sure to ask questions after the lessons and activities were over to try and decipher how much the pupils really understood the lesson taught and what steps could be taken in the future to further their learning.  

	What have you learned?
	Trying to think of AFL strategies suitable for the children was quite difficult for me. The class I was in were already of quite a lower ability so trying to find a strategy which wouldn’t be too confusing for them was something I had to consider. However, I do believe making sure it is embedded into the children at an early age makes it easier for assessment for learning to be used more effectively and smoothly throughout the children’s lives within the education system. 

	What next?
	In the future, I will try and think of more strategies which will suite the early years especially children in nursery/reception. I think the AFL strategies already in place are useful for key stage 2 however, they don’t really take into consideration the early years. I will also try and ensure that when I do become a teacher, I make sure that the assessment for learning strategies I use within class are fully embedded into the pupils 



	Professional Experience Template 2
	

	Pedagogy Standard
	Blended learning experiences

	What did you do and why?
	During my third placement, I decided to introduce and aspect of blended learning. I was in a nursery classroom with children aged 3-4 therefor, I did find it quite difficult to try and introduce an aspect of blended learning to them that they would understand. To ensure they could understand and engage with what I wanted to do, I decided to use J2E with them. On J2E, I created a ‘pond’ scene on the board and had all of the children sit on the carpet with me. The ‘pond’ scene fitted in to our topic on ‘5 little ducks’. I then asked the children to come up to the board and add different plants, animals etc that they think would be living in the pond. The use of J2E on the whiteboard gave the children the opportunity to learn about different living things in a pond, however, they were learning this through a digital aspect rather than us just doing it on the carpet using an A3 piece of paper and examples given to them. They had the freedom to choose what sort of animal or plant they believed lived at a pond and this then led to further discussion on the carpet about what actually does live in a pond. The children seemed to really enjoy the aspect of using the interactive white board to create a pond scene, and they also liked having the freedom to chose whatever they wanted to go into the pond, even if after they chose it we all discussed that actually, that animal does not live in a pond. 

	What have you learned?
	During this experience, I learned that using a different approach to teach like using a computer or a digital programme benefited me and the pupils learning too. I truly believe that if we had done the activity using paper and pens then the in-depth conversation we had about ponds and what sort of things live in ponds would not have occurred. Giving the children the freedom and independence to choose their own animals and plants on the interactive whiteboard gave the opportunity to discuss whether we all thought that child was correct or incorrect e.g. child A placed a crocodile on the pond. As a class we questioned whether we all thought the crocodile would live in the pond. This then led to further discussion and debate. 

	What next?
	In the future, I will continue to try and create more blended learning experiences for pupils. Knowing the right balance of using digital media and traditional class-based activities is extremely important because using both effectively gives children a bigger opportunity to progress and learn. If only one form of teaching is used, then this gives children less of an opportunity to learn and grow and progress further in their education.





	Professional Experience Template 3
	

	Pedagogy Standard
	Real life authentic contexts

	What did you do and why?
	During my placement, we had a theme of Cinderella. In this theme, I read the book of Cinderella to the children and then created different lessons and activities based around Cinderella. These activities included creating magic wands, counting pumpkins etc. Within the story of Cinderella, Cinderella attended a ball. In this ball, people got dressed up, danced and ate food. I wanted the children to experience what a ball would be like in a day and age where people would attend balls. To try and bring this to life, I decided to have a ‘mini’ ball in the classroom. I got the children to create invitations to the ball, inviting whoever they wanted to invite. We also learned dances that we would then do at the ball. In the ball the children dressed up in party clothes and we sang, danced, and ate together. I even got one of the teachers from a different classroom to dress up as Cinderella for the children. The children absolutely loved the ball we attended as they felt it brought the story to life and they could truly understand how Cinderella and the other characters in the story felt when they attended the ball. Although Cinderella is a fictitious character, attending a ball is something which people used to do during history and so I decided to try and bring this aspect of history to life within our classroom. 

	What have you learned?
	I have learned that trying to bring lessons to life really does encourage engagement from the pupils. The children were so excited for the ball, that all of the lessons leading up to the ball e.g. creating invitations, learning dance routines, making food for the ball became exciting and they all wanted to participate and get involved to ensure we all had the best time at the ball. 

	What next?
	In the future, I will try and ensure where possible, that lessons I plan have some sort of real-life authentic context within them. I found it gave the children a purpose and it made what they were learning fun for them. They all wanted to join in, and they all got to experience something some of them may never have experienced before e.g., a party. Making sure these real-life experiences are giving to pupils ensures all children get the same opportunities to learn and progress. 





	Professional Experience Template 4
	

	Pedagogy Standard
	Cross-curricular themes

	What did you do and why?
	During my placement, the whole of the term I was there the theme was ‘nursery rhymes and celebrations.’ Each week as a class, we would focus on a different nursery rhyme or celebration. The focus of each week was for the children to learn the nursery rhymes and be able to repeat and sing the song together as a class. However, each week I would make cross-curricular links within the theme to ensure all aspects of the children’s learning was met. For example, one week our theme was ‘miss polly had a dolly.’ From this theme, I decided to focus on health, doctors, and nurses etc. I created lessons and activities based on doctors and nurses, what they do for us etc. I thought of different aspects of the topic, and planned lessons around healthy eating and what we should and shouldn’t eat. To teach them this, I placed two circles in the middle of the carpet and asked them to sort the healthy and unhealthy foods into two circles. Using the circles to sort the foods into categories not only taught the children about what foods are healthy and unhealthy, but also gave them the opportunity to improve their mathematic skills and improve their progression step of sorting into categories. 

	What have you learned?
	I have learned that although focusing on a theme and focusing specifically on a certain subject is important, trying to include other aspects and link them all together is also important. If I am able to teach the children about healthy eating and what foods are healthy and unhealthy and I am able to include another area of learning effectively, then the children are only going to benefit from this, and their progression will continue further. Trying to force areas of learning together is just as un-beneficial as only focusing on one area of learning. Finding the right balance is what I think is extremely important. 

	What next?
	In the future, I will try and continue to link different areas of learning together in order to give the children a wider outlook and opportunity to progress and learn. However, making sure that the lessons are still fitting to their level is also important and if for example, in one lesson I cannot find a link between the areas of learning, then that is ok. As long as the children are learning and will progress from this then that is what should be done. 


Critically reflect on your progress in planning, preparing and teaching lessons that incorporate specific pedagogical principles. (This evidence should be taken from you Professional Learning Passport –PLP.) Identify up to three of these pedagogical principles as an area for development and justify the next steps in your development.
[bookmark: _Hlk100321762]Throughout this assignment, I will be focusing on a specific pedagogical principle I tried to use effectively during my third teaching placement. The pedagogical principle I will be focusing on is that ‘Good teaching and learning means employing assessment for learning principles.’ (Professor Graham Donaldson, 2015). Professor Graham Donaldson states in his successful futures document (2015) that in previous years, a common issue within inspection reports was the need to improve the way teachers assess the children’s learning claiming around 40% of schools all had this problem highlighted when trying to use assessment to progress the students learning. As a future teacher, I believe that being able to use assessment in a beneficial way is extremely important and reading that according to Donaldson (2015) assessment is often seen as a hurdle for teachers helped make my decision on what pedagogical principle I wanted to focus on during my placement and throughout this assignment. 
Assessment for learning is also seen as quite an important aspect when teaching. In Robert Coe et al’s (2020) evidence review on the great teaching toolkit, questioning is something teachers should be using in the classroom. Coe et al (2020) explain that when teachers use questioning as a learning technique in the right way i.e. asking meaningful questions which link to the learning, then children often progress further. They explain it is vital for a teacher to be asking questions throughout a child’s learning as it gives both the teacher and the child the opportunity to understand what they have learned, what they may not have understood during the lesson and what will need to be done for the child to progress further. Coe et al (2020) go on to explain that this is one-way teachers can assess a child’s learning, and if a teacher is able to ask questions throughout the lesson and use the answers to further progress the children’s learning, then this is a sign of a great teacher. 
Graham Donaldson (2015) lists twelve pedagogical principles which according to him, if followed correctly provides teachers with an example of good teaching and learning and gives them a guide to follow when trying to become good teachers. Assessment is something which is embedded throughout school life for children and if used correctly can benefit them greatly. 
‘We focus on one aspect of teaching: formative assessment. But we will show that this feature is at the heart of effective teaching.’ (Black and Wiliam, 2010) This quote by Paul Black and Dylan Wiliam shows how they believe although many different aspects combine to create a good teacher, formative assessment is one of the most important aspects. In Eleanor Armour-Thomas and Edmund W. Gordon’s (N.D) paper on assessment as a dynamic component of pedagogy, they introduce the Dynamic pedagogy model. They explain that the model marries instruction, assessment, and the curriculum together as they believe these three aspects of pedagogy create the best learning for pupils. Their Dynamic pedagogy model shows the importance of assessment as they believe it is one of the three key aspects when thinking of a good teacher. 
Within the classroom, there are many different assessment for learning strategies which are tried and tested. Paul Black et al (2004) explain a few of these strategies. He talks about questioning as an assessment for learning strategy used within the classroom. Black et al (2004) goes on to explain that the way teachers use questioning is not beneficial to students’ progress as after asking a question, they do not give a substantial amount of time for the students to answer the questions leading to them either answering the question themselves or asking another question ignoring the first one asked. There are many different questioning techniques which are used throughout the classroom and Black et al (2004) explain that a teacher tried some of these techniques to improve questioning in the classroom. One the techniques mentioned was the ‘no hands up’ method. Black et al (2004) explains that when pupils are asked a question, they are encouraged not to put their hands up even if they do know the answer as they should all be ready to answer the question, even if their answer is simply ‘I am not sure.’ This technique ensures that pupils are always listening and engaged with the conversations and questions asked in case they are called upon to answer.
During my time on my third placement, I felt that this assessment for learning strategy would not be as useful as it would be in an older classroom. I was in a nursery classroom therefor their understanding of answering questions varies to that of children in years 1 and 2 and key stage 2. Matt Arnerich (2020) explains that in the early years, questioning can be used as an assessment for learning strategy if the questions are open ended. He explains that this gives the children the opportunity to explore in depth what they are learning and gives them chance to figure out things independently. Arnerich (2020) explains however, that some children in the early years may not be ready for the use of questions in this way, so ensuring you know your children is a key factor when using this technique. Keeping this in mind during my placement, I tried to continuously question the children throughout their lessons but using open ended questions, for example, during one of my lessons I decided to create a feely bag using objects which related to our topic of doctors and nurses. I would pull out the objects and ask them questions like ‘what is this object?’ ‘what is the object used for?’ ‘who uses this object?’ etc to ensure they were fully engaged with the activity and had an opportunity to discuss what they thought the topic/objects represented. 
Another assessment for learning strategy which Black et al (2004) talk about is that of peer and self-assessment. Black et al explains that children can only achieve a specific learning goal if they understand what they need to do to achieve the goal therefor, ‘…self-assessment is essential to learning.’ (Black et al, 2004). Black et al (2004) explain that the use of self-assessment can be quite difficult for students to understand if their teachers are not willing to help them, especially students at a lower ability. ‘I think the process is more effective long term. If you invest time in it, it will pay off…’ (Tom, Riverside School as cited in Black et al 2004). This opinion shown by a school teacher demonstrates some of the opinions on self-assessment and how it is used within the classroom. If the assessment for learning strategy is not used correctly, then the benefits from it will not be fully seen. If teachers are not engaged in showing their pupils how to self-assess affectively, then them self-assessing their own work will not gain the progress and benefits expected when using self-assessment. Some of these benefits according to the University of Reading (N.D) include consolidating the learning that they have already done ensuring they fully understand what they have previously learned. Another benefit also includes improving student engagement. The University of Reading (N.D) that the discussion which can occur when conducting self-assessment can encourage pupils to discuss in depth with each other and their teachers about what they have learned and what they may need to do to further progress this learning. 
Black et al (2004) suggest a simple self-assessment strategy to use within the classroom which is to use a ‘traffic light system’. This strategy makes the children label their work in terms of colours e.g., if they labelled their work green then the fully understood what they have learned. If they labelled their work amber, then they believe they may understand the majority but need to go over the topic in a bit more detail to fully grasp the concept. If they labelled their work red, then they believe they do not understand what they have learned and will need to reiterate the learning again. 
‘Students’ reflection about their understanding can also be used to inform future teaching, and their feedback can indicate in which areas a teacher needs to spend more time.’ (Black et al, 2004). Using a self-assessment strategy like the ‘traffic light system’ can help the progression of a child’s learning as the feedback they give can guide a teacher into future learning and what a specific child may need to do to fully understand and engage in their learning. this quote from Black et al also links with another one of the twelve pedagogical principles which is, ‘Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.’  (Professor Graham Donaldson, 2015). These two pedagogical principles link together as using self-assessment as an assessment for learning strategy ensures that a teacher knows where the child is at in terms of their understanding and knowledge of a subject and what needs to be done to push that child further in their progression and learning.
Taking into consideration Black et al’s (2004) suggestion of using a ‘traffic light system’ in class in order for pupils to self-assess, I decided to use this during my time at my third placement school. I planned a PE/ English lesson based on their topic which was Valentine’s Day. I hid letters around the hall which when put together spelled ‘love’. The children then had to find the letters around the room together and bring them back to the circle to create the word together. After the lesson was over, I placed three faces on the floor one which was green, one amber and one red. This was based on the concept Black et al (2004) mentioned. I then explained what the faces and colours meant and asked the children to walk to whichever colour/face they felt they wanted to or should go too. I did it this way as I tried to keep in mind that the children in my class were only three to four years old and, most of the children in my class were at a lower ability. My teacher also made it aware to me that usually in her nursery classroom, she does try and include self-assessment in some aspects of the children’s learning however, she feels the children are not at a level yet to fully understand what and why they are doing it. Angela Cameron (2010) claims in her research on self-assessment in the early years that young children do have the ability to self-assess, however, it is only possible if the adults and the environment around them are there to support and encourage them to do this. Cameron (2010) also explains that the continual use of positive language and modelling is what will help give the children the right skills and tools to be able to self-evaluate their own work effectively. If it is introduced to them at a young age, it will become a part of their day-to-day routine. 
During my lesson using the ‘traffic light system’ as a form of self-assessment, I found the children enjoyed rating how they felt the lesson went for them and how much they understood and learned. However, from my observation of the lesson, I did find that most of the children did rate how they understood the lesson at the same level as what I would have rated their understanding. For example, a child at quite a lower ability could not spell out the word ‘love’ when all the letters were brought back to the circle, however, when asked to walk to the colour/face they felt matched their understanding, they walked to the green face. This indicates to me that the child did not fully understand the concept of what I had asked them to do and probably went to that colour/face because they liked the look of it, or their friend went there. This showed me that the concept of using the ‘traffic light system’ and using this assessment for learning strategy in the early years could be used effectively if it was continually used throughout the children’s everyday routine within school. 
When on my placement, the importance of planning the lessons I would teach was carefully considered throughout. ‘Lesson planning is at the heart of being an effective teacher. It is a creative process that allows us to synthesize our understanding of second language acquisition and language teaching pedagogy with our knowledge of our learners, the curriculum, and the teaching context.’ (The Importacne Of Planning, n.d.) This quote shows the significance of planning each lesson effectively to ensure each pupil has the opportunity to progress further in their education. The University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD) (2022) explain that the decisions made about the lessons being planned should be based upon the individuality of each child in the classroom and what the teacher already knows that they have learned and what they understand about a certain topic, and what they need to learn to progress further. 
Throughout my time on placement, I decided to plan my lessons based on Doug Lemov’s (2010) theory of ‘start with the end.’ Lemov suggests beginning planning by creating a unit plan and deciding the objects within that unit for their children to reach the intended goal at the end and what they ultimately want the children to learn. Once the objectives and goals have been decided, teachers should then think about when the children do achieve these goals, how they will be assessed. Finally, once all the objectives and assessments are thought of, teachers are then able to think about individual activities and lessons to ensure their pupils reach the desired goals. UWTSD (2022) synthesis these steps and explain that in order for teachers to plan effectively using Lemov’s idea, teachers should focus on the following aspects: the lessons learning objective, the success criteria, assessment and differentiation. UTWSD (2022) suggest that if these steps are followed correctly, then teachers should be able to plan effectively. 
During my time on my third placement, I did try and follow these steps to plan my lessons. I believe the last two points, assessment and differentiation were continuously thought about throughout my lessons. I was in a class full of mixed ability children therefor when planning my lessons, I had to ensure all pupils were considered and if I thought certain activities or topics were at too high of a level for some pupils, I would ensure easier options were available to those children. I also continuously ensured assessment for learning strategies were involved in my lessons throughout my placement like the example above of using the ‘traffic light system’ to measure pupils understanding and progression. The lessons learning objectives and success criteria were always planned before my lessons as this made it easier for me to know what I was going to teach and the lessons/resources I would need in order to achieve the objectives. ‘The aims and objectives of any assignment must be clearly understood by both the teacher and the learner. You can help by providing ‘success criteria’ before your learners start work.’ (Getting started with Assessment for Learning, n.d.) This quote shows that although it is paramount for teachers to know the learning objectives and success criteria of the lessons, it is also important for the children to know and understand what they need to be achieving. Keeping this in mind throughout my placement, each lesson I ensured I verbally told the children what we would be doing in class that day. Even though they were only of a young age, I believed it was important for them to understand why they were participating in certain activities and lessons and what they were trying to achieve from it. 
In conclusion, as a student teacher, it is apparent that understanding and following Donaldson’s twelve pedagogical principles is important when trying to be a great teacher. Throughout my placement, I did focus on only one of the twelve pedagogical principles in depth however, I believe that throughout my time there, most if not all the principles were touched upon, thought about or used within my lessons and learning. Assessment seems to be embedded throughout a teacher’s role and whatever aspect is focused on, assessment and assessment for learning is continuously thought about and used. Whilst focusing on the pedagogical principle, ‘Good teaching and learning means employing assessment for learning principles.’ (Professor Graham Donaldson, 2015), my knowledge and experience of the QTS standard of pedagogy has improved as I gained more understanding of assessment and how it is used throughout school life in order to understand the learning needs of all learners (Welsh Government, 2019). 
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