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Summary of proposed study - indicate the topic, hypotheses (if appropriate) and brief details of your methodology (continue on separate sheet if necessary):

Bullying can be defined as aggressive behavior or causing intentional harm by a person or a group, which is usually carried out over a period of time. Bullying can involve direct or indirect aggression, including physical violence such as hitting and kicking, as well as verbal violence such as teasing and threatening. (Hinduja and Patchin, 2010). 

The positive attitudes teachers hold towards teaching are important determinants of their attitudes towards bullying among children in the classroom. Many studies have looked at the consequences of bullying in schools and have concentrated on the health outcomes for children. Results of many previous studies have shown that being bullied by others is significantly related to low levels of psychological wellbeing and social adjustment, along with high levels of emotional distress and symptoms of poor physical health. In addition, it has been shown that bullying is a significant factor in the lowered health and wellbeing of school children, where the effects can also be long-lasting. (Rigby, 2003). 
It is important to study bullying in the classroom as it can have a lasting effect on the child, and this can result in poor academic achievement. From this, more research needs to be conducted to find out what schools can do to reduce bullying and the impact of bullying on children and to equip teachers with a better understanding of the effects of bullying in the classroom. (Smith and Brain, 2000). 
Teacher perspectives is another important aspect to include when looking at bullying in children as the different perspectives that teachers hold can create barriers to recognizing and responding to bullying behavior in children. Due to this, it is important to recognize teacher perspectives to understand what can be done to help teachers reduce the impact of bullying. Teacher perspectives also play an important role in bullying as the differences in perspectives and attitudes can create pathways for developing effective strategies for understanding bullying and how to recognize when someone is being bullied. 
Previous studies conducted by Craig, Henderson and Murphy, 2000, looked at the prospective attitudes of teachers towards bullying of children. The results of this study showed that physical types of aggression were more often labelled as bullying, were viewed more seriously and teachers were more likely to intervene when compared to verbal bullying. The results also showed that witnessing the bullying, empathy, masculinity and femininity were factors that produced biased attitudes towards bullying. (Craig et al, 2000). 
Another study conducted by Yoon and Kerber, 2003, looked at attitudes of teachers towards three types of bullying, including verbal, physical and social exclusion. The results of this study found that teachers view social exclusion less seriously and are less likely to intervene than in cases of physical and verbal bullying. The results also showed that teachers were less sympathetic to the victim and were less likely to get involved. (Yoon and Kerber, 2003). 

The aim of this study is to explore whether there is a difference in attitudes towards bullying in children in primary and secondary schools. The hypothesis states that there will be a difference in the teachers’ attitudes towards bullying according to the type of school. 

This research is important because of the implications to education. Educational settings can ensure that teachers and educators have access to the relevant training and support needed to provide professionals with a clear understanding of what bullying is and the underlying causes. It is also important to study bullying in children as the implementation of successful strategies can ensure a positive learning environment for children and in turn, ensuring positive wellbeing. Effective strategies towards bullying can also ensure that children will enjoy going to school. 
Methodology
A between subjects’ design will be used for this study. There will be three independent variable, type of school, type of profession and the length of teaching experience, with two conditions in each. The first will be primary and secondary, the second will be teachers and teaching assistants and the third will be whether the professional has more than 5 years teaching experience and less than 5 years teaching experience. The dependent variable for this study will be the attitude scores. 
Approximately 150-200 participants will be taking part in this study and will consist of a mix of males and females. The participants will range from eighteen to sixty years and will all be taken from primary and secondary schools from the area of South Wales.
All participants will complete a teacher questionnaire (Mattioni, 2012) which will contain statements based on attitudes towards bullying. The questionnaire will consist of 20 statements on a 4-point Likert scale and the participants were instructed to SD (Strongly Disagree), D (Disagree), A (Agree), or SA (Strongly Agree). Some of these statements can include ‘Teachers should help students deal with bullying outside of the school’ and ‘there is a greater understanding by teachers about the nature of bullying since the implementation of anti-bullying strategies’. The questionnaire is scored based on how positive or negative the attitude is and is scored on a scale of 1 – 4. 4 being the post positive and 1 being the least positive. There are no reverse scores. 
Participants will be asked to read through a consent form where they can choose whether they would like to give their consent and take part in the study. Participants will not be able to complete the survey unless they have given their full consent. Once they have consented to take part, they will be able to complete the survey. Once the participants have completed the questionnaire, they will be directed to a page where they will be fully debriefed and the purpose and aim of the study will be explained. Participants will also be given the right to withdraw and will be reassured that all data will remain anonymous and confidential. Participants were not asked for any personal information following the participation of this study. 
Results/Analysis
This study will be a quantitative study. A 2 x 2 x 2 Anova will be conducted to analyse the attitude scores and the scores will be analysed using SPSS. 
Appendix (not part of the 1000 words)
Ethics:

There are many ethical issues to address for this study and some of these can include the risks to the participants. One issue can include emotional distress. Some of the statements on the questionnaire may cause upset to participants. In this situation, I will give the participants appropriate contact numbers where they will be able to access the support they need. Participants will also be debriefed fully, and my own contact details will be given. I will also follow BPS guidelines. 
There may also be risks to the investigator. Although the risks to the investigator are minimal, some participants may take offence at some of the statement on the questionnaire and could contact the university and make a complaint about the researcher. If participants begin to show emotional distress, the study will be stopped, and full support will be given. The participants will also be given the right to withdraw.

There are many risks to the university and one of these can include that if a participant takes offence to any part of the research, then they could file a complaint against the university. 

In relation to risks to the university, I will follow BPS and University guidelines and in relation to adverse outcomes, I will follow the university’s emergency protocols if need be.
Attitudes and Perspectives towards Bullying in Children

Bullying can be defined as aggressive behavior or causing intentional harm by a person or a group, which is usually carried out over a period of time. Bullying can involve direct or indirect aggression, including physical violence such as hitting and kicking, as well as verbal violence such as teasing and threatening. (Hinduja and Patchin, 2010). 
Are you male or female? (Please circle):  Female / Male

Please circle your age group: 18-25 / 26-45 / 46-60

Please state whether you teach at primary or secondary level. 
Primary          Secondary 

Are you a teacher or teaching assistant?

Teacher          Teaching Assistant 
Please state how many years have you worked in a school:    __________
Based on your personal experience and perspective, please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about bullying behaviour. Use the following key to determine your answer. Please circle a response and do not indicate responses between choices.



SD – Strongly Disagree       D – Disagree       A – Agree       SA – Strongly Agree
	1.
	Pupils are effected by bullying in our school.
	SD
	D
	A
	SA

	2.
	I am concerned about bullying as a problem in my school.
	SD
	D
	A
	SA

	3.
	Bullying makes pupils stronger. 
	SD
	D
	A
	SA

	4.
	It is up to parents, not teachers to teach children that bullying is wrong and how to respond to bullying
	SD
	D
	A
	SA

	5.
	It makes me angry when I see pupils being bullied. 
	SD
	D
	A
	SA

	6.
	Pupils who bully are unlikely to change their behaviour.
	SD
	D
	A
	SA

	7.
	Pupils who are bullied need help to ensure the bullying stops. 
	SD
	D
	A
	SA

	8.
	Bullying is a part of school life that needs to be accepted.
	SD
	D
	A
	SA

	9.
	Teachers should help students deal with bullying within the school. 
	SD
	D
	A
	SA

	10.
	Teachers should help students deal with bullying outside of the school.
	SD
	D
	A
	SA

	11.
	Pupils who choose to bully usually deserve the consequences. 
	SD
	D
	A
	SA

	12.
	It is the responsibility of ALL the school staff to ensure bullying is stopped and reduced.
	SD
	D
	A
	SA

	13.
	Punishment is the best way to respond to a student who is bullying others. 
	SD
	D
	A
	SA

	14.
	Pupils who bully others should be spoken to by school staff about their behaviour and given the opportunity to change. 
	SD
	D
	A
	SA

	15.
	Pupils who are bullied should learn to cope with it on their own. 
	SD
	D
	A
	SA

	16.
	Teachers and schools should do more to prevent bullying from happening. 
	SD
	D
	A
	SA

	17.
	Teachers should respond in the same ways for all types of bullying they come across in the school. 
	SD
	D
	A
	SA

	18.
	Physical and verbal bullying are major problems among pupils at our school.
	SD
	D
	A
	SA

	19.
	Cyber bullying is a problem among pupils at our school.
	SD
	D
	A
	SA

	20.
	Social/ Relational bullying is a problem among students at our school
	SD
	D
	A
	SA


Based on your own personal experience and perspective,

1. What is your opinion of the current situation of bullying in your school?

2. Do you think bullying is conducted by:

Mainly boys 




Equal number of boys and girls 

Mainly girls 

3. What do you think your school could do to improve the current situation of bullying?

Questions on how your school deals with bullying

Please indicate the extent to which you think ANY anti-bullying strategies currently in place at your school are having the following results by checking ONE response for each statement:

	1.
	There is a greater understanding by pupils about the nature of bullying since the implementation of anti-bullying strategies
	SD
	D
	A
	SA

	2.
	There is a greater understanding by teachers about the nature of bullying since the implementation of anti-bullying strategies
	SD
	D
	A
	SA

	3.
	The number of reported bullying incidents has decreased from the use of one or more strategies
	SD
	D
	A
	SA

	4.
	The atmosphere at our school is generally more positive and peaceful since the implementation of anti-bullying strategies
	SD
	D
	A
	SA


1. Is there a statement on zero tolerance for bullying mentioned in your schools code of conduct?

Yes


            No

            Not Sure 

2. Have you ever had any training or attended a work-shop for any anti-bullying programmes?

Yes         (Please, provide details)

            No 

3. Please indicate below whether you believe anti-bullying guidelines should become part of the national administration guidelines making it compulsory in schools

Strongly Disagree

Disagree 

Agree 

Strongly Agree
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