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What are the key social elements that affect a pupil’s ability to access education?

The key elements that affect a pupil’s ability to access education are Poverty, Additional Learning Needs, Parental Involvement, Ethnicity, Race, Culture and Environment.
Poverty is one of the biggest factors for a pupil’s inability to access an education. On the Government website Child Poverty Strategy for Wales, it states 31% which is approximately 200,000 children live in poverty in Wales. Poverty is thought of as not having enough money or ability to get resources to have a good standard of living – the factors could be due to lack of healthcare, money, food, water, education or sanitisation facilities. (habitat for humanity)
Lack of good housing, cold, hungry, poor santisation, lack of resources for learning, no food, lack of funds for extra curricular activities, mental health worries – stressed, anxious, worried or depressed, all the uncertainties of how their life is not secure.  The factor of bullying because of poor background, clothes, no money or not much money, turning to crime to help in their minds, the family situation. (The Children’s Society, 2021)
The Child Strategies for Wales report defines poverty as: “By poverty, we mean a long-term state of not having sufficient resources to afford food, reasonable living conditions or amenities or to participate in activities (such as access to attractive neighbourhoods and open spaces) which are taken for granted by others in their society.”  This was implemented in 2011 and is still being used.
Other sources say there are two types of poverty, Absolute Poverty and Relative Poverty. (Pierson, 2010, p15)
Absolute Poverty – when a household income is below a certain criteria level – making it impossible to meet the families’ basic needs. Severe deprivation lack of basic human needs -food, fresh water, shelter/housing, education and sanitary conditions.
Relative Poverty – when households get 50% less income than average households.  The household have a little money but not the ability to afford anything other than the very basics for the family’s needs. People whose resources are too limited that it excludes them from the minimum acceptable way of life in their culture/ home area. Relative poverty is closely linked to social exclusion because people are prevented from having the normal things everyone expects of society. (Pierson, 2010, p15)
Habitat for humanity website goes on to explain how poverty is excluding families and people from being able to access things for a ‘normal’ comfortable life. How things like not having internet access or clothing or having good housing options. Its about giving everyone the same opportunity to enjoy and experience the same living standards and lives, equal opportunities.
Poverty affects children in many different ways. Marion Dowling refers to children being from poorer backgrounds has a huge negative impact on a childs life opportunities.  The author goes on to say that children from poorer backgrounds do not excel in achievement or behaviour as well as someone from a richer background. Large inequalities are apparent through grading there is a vast difference in these children from both sides. (Dowling, 2014, p225)
Poverty has a massive effect on a childs development, all areas are affected physical development, mental health, intelligence as well as achievement at school.  Often poverty is related to crime, violence and gangs. (Johnson and Nahmad-Williams,2009, p221)
The difference in ability can be seen clearly when children who are suffering with poverty are at school.  Aged six children who are entitled to free schools meals have a 14% point gap on their phonics attainment ability less than their more advantaged peers.  By aged eleven less than half of the pupils in poverty are reaching the standards required of them for reading, writing and mathematics. Only 16% of children in poverty attain at least two A Levels. (Bartlett,Burton, 2020, p308)
Despite having benefits support and free education families are still living in poverty.  The link between poverty and school is not just attending school and achieving it is about getting a good education where the child is healthy, not sleep deprived and able to learn. If a child was in poverty they would struggle to achieve this. (Knowles and Lander, 2011, p72-73)
Piaget’s Theory of Cognitive Development – where a child goes through 4 stages of development – Sensorimotor stage – age birth to 18-24 months old – Object permanence, Pre-operational stage – age 2-7 years old- Symbolic thought, Concrete operational stage – age 7-11 years old – Operational thought and Formal Operational stage – Adolescence to adulthood – Abstract Concepts. (Marcin, 2018).  Piaget’s research was primarily examining children from developed countries who were middle-classed.  This theory would not be applicable to a child who has suffered poverty.  The child would not be able to reach the required goal on each level to move onto the next.  The schemas would not be developed enough for the understanding to move on.
Vygotsky also developed a theory which was similar to Piaget’s theories, however he drew on the understanding of social interactions and culture for his stages.  Where a child has been living in poverty, they may not have the ability for social interactions and experiencing the culture other than their own home.  Lev Vygotsky’s Zone of Proximal Development would help a child living in poverty learning skills and knowledge from the teacher and more abled peers. (Exploring your mind, 2020)
Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs developed in his 1943 paper explains a theory of getting to different levels within a pyramid. 
5 levels consisting of, from the bottom of the pyramid:
Physiological needs – air, water, food, shelter, sleep, clothing and reproduction. 
Safety needs – personal security, employment, resources, health and property.
Love and Belonging – friendship, intimacy, family and sense of connection.
Esteem – respect, self-esteem, status, recognition, strength and freedom.
Self-actualization – desire to become the most that one can be.
Each level requires the needs having to be met in order to move onto the next level. A child or family suffering from poverty are not having their basic needs met which is at the base starting level and would not be able to progress through the stages to meet the ideal goal. Poverty stricken families struggle to meet their basic needs on the physiological level especially those classed as being in Absolute Poverty.  Those who are in Relative Poverty may manage to complete first physiological level, but then would go on to struggle reaching the other levels of the pyramid. (Cherry, 2021)
Montessori’s approach to learning differed to Piaget and Vygotsky.  Writer Denys Lyne explains Montessori’s approach to educational learning used a method of not having rigid classes and lesson schemes.  That the child should be free to learn whatever it wants in the learning environment around them.  Montessori used this approach to teach in a high poverty area in Rome, Italy in 1906.  She used a prepared environment to create a learning area that was appropriate for the level of development of the child.  Using materials where the child is feeling and learning with their hands linking the theory of hand and brain, which she believed are linked closely in the learning stages. This is now known as Kinesthetics learning. Using unique methods and tailoring skills to the children’s needs enabled some of the children to excel and gain the same results on exam papers as neuro-typical children of the same age. (Lyne, 2019)  The Montessori approach could help children from hard poverty-stricken backgrounds to have the chance to thrive. If classrooms were adapted to their required needs and teaching adapted to the Montessori way.
There are several theories on how poverty-stricken families should live:
The functionalist view is that you can through studying and working hard build your way up into higher classes if you want to achieve. (Stariek, 2014)
The Marxist view is that the world is divided into two classes – Rich and Poor. Rich – those who can produce wealth and Poor- those who do not produce wealth.  Marxist explains there is always someone to take the lower paid jobs, do the hard graft work which then benefits the higher classes.  Always a ‘reserve army of labour’.  The Marxist view believes that poor children should go to start school where there is less funding and resources and the higher classed children should go to private school to receive a better education as the classroom pupil numbers are smaller, higher skilled qualified teachers and more resources for teaching. (Stariek, 2014) 
These ideas are not used in society today as several Parliamentary Acts have been passed by law to combat prejudices and bad treatment of people.
Child Poverty Act 2010
Child Poverty Act 2010 (Extension publication deadline) order 2013
Child Poverty Act 2010 (Extension publication deadline) (No2) order 2013
Child Poverty Act 2010 (persistent poverty target) regulations 2014
Child Poverty Act 2010 (Extension publication deadline) order 2015
The Equality Act 2010
Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011
Child Poverty Strategy (Wales) regulations 2011
Wellbeing of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015
There are many laws in the United Kingdom that aim to protect a child’s rights and keep children safe.  These Laws make sure children’s voices are heard, enable every child to have access to education, safe homes and personal data and information is safe.

The Child Poverty Act 2010 
Set targets to end Child Poverty in United Kingdom by 2020.  The Government believed there was a need for a revised set of child poverty measures to eradicate child poverty in the United Kingdom.  It set out requirements for Government and Local Authorities to publish strategies and data collated on child poverty.  The Government set out a legislation with four set target requirements. 
These targets were needing to be met by 2020.  Governments are required to publish a strategy every three years in order to meet the targets set for 2020 and have to report on progress yearly.  
The Act has four child poverty targets to reach by 2020. 
These are: Relative Poverty – reduce the level of children living in relative low income 60% below the median to less than 10%.
Combined Low Income and Material Deprivation - reduce the level of children living in material deprivation and low income 70% below the median to less than 5%.
“Persistent” Poverty – reduce the level of children experiencing long periods of relative poverty. This target to be hit by December 2014.
Absolute Poverty – reduce the level of children living below a level of fixed real term income to less than 5% (Kennedy, 2014)

The Equality Act 2010
This act protects children and young people, as well as adults against discrimination, victimization and harassment in the areas of housing, clubs, education, workplace and the providing of services.  The act covers Wales, England and Scotland. The Equality Act simplifies many laws and combines them into one piece of legislation. (Government Equalities Office, 2010)

Rights of children and young persons (Wales) measure 2011
The measure took ideals from United Nations Convention on the Right of a Child (UNCRC) and made them law using the four principles.
4 Key Articles/Principles
· Right to non-discrimination
· Commitment to the best interest of the child
· Right to life survival and development
· Right to be heard – views of the child
7 Core Aims
· Early Years
· Education and Learning
· Health and Freedom form abuse and bullying
· Play, sport, leisure and culture
· Participation and respect
· A safe home and community
· Freedom from poverty


UNCRC includes 54 articles – these protect the rights of children and young people all over the world.
The articles 1-41 set out the rights on how children and young people should be treated in order to be able to keep them safe, happy and healthy.
The other 13 articles 42-54 are rights about how governments and adults work together to ensure children and young people can use and enjoy freely these rights.
Children have the right to be safe, to have an education, to play, to be happy and healthy. (gov.wales, 2021)

Child Poverty Strategy for (Wales) Regulations 2011
“Every child has a right to have what they need for life” - UNCRC
5 strategy goals
· Less children living in families where no household member goes to work. Involving additional resources to reach target such as – Youth engagement and progression framework, apprenticeships, childcare, European funding, Families first and Communities first, young peoples concessionary fare scheme and Lift Programme.
· Support parents/young people getting better skills for better jobs using additional resources such as – Skills strategy for Wales, Youth engagement and progression framework, skills gateway, Volunteering, European Funding, Adult and Community learning, Community based learning.
· Same opportunities for all young people and children not to be held back by poverty.  Better health and Education.  Using extra resources such as: Building a brighter future: Early years and childcare plan, Parenting in Wales: guidance on engagement and support, Rewriting the future, Grants for schools, Flying Start, Free school meals and breakfasts, Schools challenge Cymru, Together for mental health strategy, Fairer Health outcomes for All, Well being for Future generations (Wales) Bill, Early Years NHS and Housing Programmes.
· Ensuring the economy of Wales is as strong as it could be – plenty of better paid jobs. Using extra resources to develop these areas such as – Support for economic and business growth, Rural development plan, National Transport Plan and Next Generation Broadband.
· Advice for families about debt and finances stopping poverty premium (the need to pay more for fuel and food from their budget) and eliminating the issues caused by the changes in the benefits system. Using extra resources to develop these needs using - Fuel poverty strategy, Better advice Better lives, Housing (Wales)Act 2014, Access to Advice, Credit Unions, Free Swimming and free museums access and free school meals and breakfasts.
The Tackling Poverty Implementation board ensures the strategy is working. (Gov.wales, 2015)





Wellbeing of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015
This Act requires public bodies in Wales to consider and evaluate the long term affects on decisions they make regarding to working well with people communities and peers to eradicate issues such as poverty, poor health and climate change.  
The act has 7 well-being goals:
1. A Prosperous Wales
2. A Resilient Wales
3. A more equal Wales
4. A Healthier Wales
5. A Wales of cohesive communities
6. A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving welsh language
7. A globally responsible Wales
The Act has five ways of working: 
1. Longterm
2. Integration
3. Involvement
4. Collaboration
5. Prevention
The Act wants to implement these ways of working to achieve the seven well-being goals in order to improve the economical, environmental, social and cultural well-being of Wales. (Future Generations Comissoner for Wales, 2021)
All of the Acts above are trying to improve the lives of children and young people in Wales, bringing them out of poverty and helping them build better lives, communities and homes for themselves.
Without these Acts in place the United Kingdom would see an increased level of Adverse Childhood Experiences which would have a negative impact on the community and world around us.
Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE’s) are explained as certain traumatic events that someone has in their life before the age of 18.  Traumatic events could be: drug abuse, alcohol abuse, parental separation, incarceration, child abuse, domestic violence,mental illness or poverty. (Public Health Wales, 2015)
The Wellbeing of Future generations (Wales) Act 2015 aims to prevent early trauma to improve adults lives for the better.
Toxic Stress developed from these bad childhood experiences can change brain development and the way peoples bodies respond to stress and stressful situations.
In adulthood Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE’s) are closely linked to mental illness, chronic health issues and substance misuse. 
Preventing adverse childhood experiences can potentially help lower chances of getting health conditions such as: depression, cancer, diabetes in adulthood and asthma.  If prevented it can dramatically improve Educational opportunities and enhance employment potential.  It can also stop families following the next generation cult. Although this is a very complex issue to tackle and eradicate.
The future generations for Wales commissioner is already implementing strategies to combat this issues recognising public services needing to collaborate closely together in order to resolve the ongoing issue.  Working through a Adverse Childhood Experiences hub working closely with organisations such as Cymru Well Wales Partnership, Her Majesty’s prisons and probation service in Wales, Police transformation fund, Wales Audit office Good Practise Exchange – working together to one goal of trying to improve this huge issue. One of their key goals is raising awareness and understanding about the issues of Adverse Childhood Experiences and the effects it has on peoples lives. (Future Generations Comissioner for Wales, 2021)
People think poverty was a thing of the past but it is very much a thing of today a report on BBC Wales News website has the worrying title ‘Schools poverty gap a major challenge-Estyn’.  Closing the divide between less well off homes and more well off children has been a ‘flagship’ in Welsh Government policies but Estyn (inspectorate for Education and training in Wales) has found that the difference between the two has not been reduced.  Ministers argued that the gap was smaller in Wales than in some other parts of the United Kingdom.  Estyn found that academic standards in schools are rising. (Lewis, 2020)
Is enough being done to get children out of poverty and leading a life they deserve? Will they ever be out of poverty?
Back in 2019 the Guardian Newspaper reported that teachers were alarmed at finding increasing signs of child poverty in classrooms.  Children were wearing badly fitted uniforms which were unkempt and unclean.  Pupils were tired and hungry and not ready to start the school day of learning.  Teachers were also reporting that some children were suffering with anxiety and behaviour problems.  What is worrying two years on from this report and not much has appeared to change.  It is a huge task to be eradicated but little or no improvement has been made according to these reports. (Weale, 2019)
The Coronavirus Pandemic has sadly highlighted the huge reality of child poverty in United Kingdom in 2020-2021, lack of money, job losses, resources and food were enhanced and families really struggled.  The United Kingdom Government recognised that something had to be done and implemented many changes these included – Extra funding for the NHS, free school meals to continue via a payment or packed lunches with this being highlighted by Manchester United football player Marcus Rashford who campaigned to get this implemented, furlough schemes, benefits increased, mortgage holidays, many grants and loans were made available to families and businesses, made it possible for low income families to have access to laptops for home schooling and internet.  Lots of families relied on the generosity of their family, neighbours and food banks.  The country became as one everyone feeling the despair and need.


Poverty has a lasting impact and damages future chances in life for children.

Something really needs to be done in resolving this huge poverty issue in order to build a brighter better future for EVERYONE!
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