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Text one of Incunable
A)
1. Class or shelf mark: PHI 28454 (Thomas Phillips 1760-1851).
2. Title: Title page no longer extant, Caesar’s commentaries, Place of printing: Venice.
Name of printer and publisher: Phillipum de Pinciis.
Date: 1494-1496. 
3. Colophon: Impressum Venetiis.per Phillipum de Pinciis Mantuanum Anno ab in carnatione domini.Mcccc.lxxxxiiii.Die uero.xxy.octobris. 
4. Format: Octavo; fol. 31 x 21 cm. 
5. Collation: a-q8  r6 (r4 is missing, but this is due to being the end of the text). 
6. Pagination: [134] leaves. There is no pagination.
7. Illustration: The first page is rubricated, showing a decorative woodcut with an initial letter in red ink. Woodcut - Decorated initial letters on pages, Bii ; illustrated letter C, woodcut ; illustrated letter C; Cii woodcut illustrated letter E; woodcut illustrated letter A; woodcut illustrated letter M; woodcut illustrated letter Q; woodcut illustrated letter C; woodcut illustrated letter O; woodcut illustrated letter L; I woodcut illustrated letter C; woodcut illustrated letter D; woodcut illustrated letter B; Nii woodcut illustrated letter C; woodcut illustrated letter P; woodcut illustrated letter C.

Text 2 of Incunable
A)
1. Class or shelf mark: PHI 28454 (Thomas Phillips 1760-1851)
2. [Top of the page on woodcut illustration] IONESSBRI, SALVSTIVS, LAVRENTIVS | Hoc in uolumine haec continentur. Pompanii Epistola ad Augustinum Maphem. | C. Crispi Salustii bellum catilinarium cum comment Laurentii uallesis| Portii Latronis Declamatio contra. L. Catilinam.| C. Crispi Salustii bellum Iugurtinum cun commentariis preclarissini fratris Ioanis chrysostomu Soldi Brixiani. | (penned note: puldra que diffrilia)| C. Crispi Salustii uariae rations ex libris eiusdem historiarum exceptae | C. Crispi Salustii uita. | (penned note: Salustii) | Rorhae per Pomponium emendate: Brixiaeqe per Ioannem Britanni cum diligentissime reuisa.   
3.Colophon: Omnes sunt terni praetor e & t quisunt derni.
4. Format: [110] l; folio 32 cm. 
5. a-e2 f-i, no j, k-t2
6. [110] leaves, no pagination. 
7. 1 illustrated woodcut cover, depicting 5 men, 3 sitting at desks, 1 standing and one man seated in the middle of the woodcut. 3 names appear above the three men in the middle of the illustration, so named Ioannesbri, Salustius, and Laurentius. There are no other illustrations in the text.



Text 3 of Incunable
A)
1. Class or shelf mark: PHI 28454 (Thomas Phillips 1760-1851)
2. Diodorus Siculus, 
3. Colophon: Explicit foeliciter opus Diodori sicili diligenter ac accuratissime emendatum per Bartholomaeum Merulam: Acqe Venetiis impraessum p Magistru Ioanem de Cereto de Tridino alias Tracuinu. Anno salutis dominice.M.cccc.Lxxxxyi.xii.Kalen.Octobris.Imperate Serenis limo principe Augustino Barbadico. Laudes Deo iugiter.  
4. Format: [78] leaves; folio. 
5. a2-n
6. There is no pagination present in the text.
7. No illustrations are present in the text. 


B) The physicality of the book and its binding
1. Physical size: 300 mm length, 210 mm width, 50mm thick.
2. The material: The text is fully bound in calf skin on wooden boards.
3. The decoration: Panelled, 5 raised bands, alternating black and red coloration of the compartments on the spine of the book. Three centre tools also appear on the spine. The cover has been blind tooled. 
4. The edges are plain, frayed and there are clear signs of damage which is to be somewhat expected given the age of the text. 
5.  The flyleaves and pastedowns: 
Pastedown: The inner covers are left completely plain. There are the dates 1985, 1988 (with a line through it) which appear on the back of the cover. There is also a backwards sideways 6 in between two lines. A lower-case letter G can be found in the bottom right corner besides an annotation with an ‘ie’ in the top left of a cross and an ‘e’ within the top right. All these various marks have been made in pencil. However, in the top left corner there is a penned price tag stating that the text was once sold for 18 shillings. On the back pastedown, in the top right corner, is a hard to read line of hand written penned text deciphered as: “booke 40 – wanting wrote at Rome during Julius Augustus Caesar.”   
Flyleaves: Upon the front flyleaf of the text is the title of the first incunable, “Caesaris Comment. |: Impressum Venetiis per Phillipum de Pinciis Mantuanum Anno 1494 | Caii sallustii Crispi quae extant 1494 [1495? BM CAT British museum catalogue] | Diodorus Siculus opera Venetiis impressum anno vicar 1496” this is handwritten in ink. 
6. Printed or manuscript waste: None can be found within in the incunable(s).
7.  The text itself is in relatively good condition, however some damage has occurred to the cover, which is frayed and many pages are ripped while others have corners missing. In spite of this, the text itself remains intact with damage confined to the outer edges of some pages. There is also mould and several stains present on various pages. 

C) Evidence of the book’s ownership and provenance
Thomas Phillips 1760-1851, has been identified as the previous owner and was a benefactor of Welsh education and a well-educated surgeon. During his lifetime he travelled and practiced around the world, as far afield as Australia, Canada, India and Nepal. He purchased more than 50,000 books from various sources and presented the majority to towns in Wales. He provided this specific text as well as 20,000 others to the Library of Saint David’s College Lampeter.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:   John Morgan-Guy, Biography of Thomas Philips [online]. University of Wales Trinity Saint David 2018. [cited Thursday 3rd May 3, 2018]. Available from: http://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/rbla/online-exhibitions/thomas-phillips-exhibition/biography-of-thomas-phillips/ ] 


1. On the binding: The book is fully bound in calfskin, there is no coat of arms present.
2. Bookplates: There are no identifiable markers present. 
3. Signatures: There are three separate writings at the back of the text on the final page, all are written in ink. The first writing appears to be what looks to be Greek text at the top of the back page, but the hand writing is hard to decipher and the top of the text may have been cut when rebinding the text. Secondly, beside the Greek is another writing of a few words and initials, however due to an ink blot and the style of the handwriting the text is undecipherable, the top of this writing may also have been cut when rebinding the text. The third handwritten section on the final page of the text appears under the Greek writing, again however the hand writing is very hard to decipher, it reads: (undecipherable) book (undecipherable) princiis Thomas Bayly (undecipherable).    
4. Inscriptions, marginalia, doodles: There are various ink penned notes and small incoherent doodles on many of the pages. The ink penned notes appear in Latin, mostly confined to the borders of the texts and on the cover page of text two.
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