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This chapter explores the methodology which will be used to the investigate the effect of domestic violence on the mental health of children as they progress from children to young adults and their interaction with police and the criminal justice system.

The objectives of this study are list:
1. Evaluate how Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE’s) affects children’s mental health into adulthood.
2. To explore the likelihood of children and young adults exposed to domestic violence becoming known to police and criminal justice services.
3.The partnership between police and other agencies to help children and what can be learned.

This paper focusses on the issue of Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE’s) which has become well publicised in recent years.
The reason for conducting this research is to gain a further knowledge from response police officers regarding their understanding of ACE’s and their thoughts in respect to their personal and professional experiences of the subject matter and to analyse if police officer training is relevant.
The method of collecting the data will be through a questionnaire aimed at frontline response officers as these are the officers who spend much of their time interacting with the public.
The aim is to get at least 35 respondents. The questionnaire will be created and disseminated from Survey Monkey which allows questionnaires to be quickly created and disseminated easily.
The questionnaire will be sent out through the station secretary via email to officers within the Mid Glamorgan area. This includes response officers and sergeants based in three stations, with 5 teams within each station which is approximately 105 officers and 15 sergeants. I will also use the South Wales Police Intranet page known as ‘BOB’, which has the capability of reaching every employee in South Wales Police which is approximately 3000. The drawback of using ‘BOB’ would be that it would reach every employee in SWP. The aim is to get responses off frontline officers so may not give the data that is sought.
The officer that competes the questionnaire will be completely anonymous. The only personal details that will be asked are non-identifying questions such as, how long they have served in the force, age, sex, and ethnic origin. 
The questionnaire will then be sent back through Survey Monkey where the results will be analysed.
The questionnaire will be collected in a quantitative format with questions relating to officers opinions on whether they agree or disagree with a specific quote and how strongly they agree or disagree with the quote.
The questions will be based mostly based on the Likert style of questionnaires. The Likert is a questionnaire which is an interval scale where the respondents rate their opinions on a statement in a number of stages ranging from “strongly disagree” which is a negative response gradually working its way up to “strongly agree” which is a positive response (Huiping et al, p.527-532, 2017).

The results will be collated and analysed and will be developed into bar charts and pie charts. This is a straightforward method of displaying the answers given by officers, which will be translated into percentages and displayed in graphs and charts to make it easy for the results to be viewed.
The qualitive data will be analysed and sorted into positive and negative responses along with the officers length of service, age, sex and ethnic origin.
An officer who has over 5 years’ service may not recognise ACE’s as being a problem due to the lack of training and awareness when they started their service. Whereby an officer with more limited experiences may recognise ACE’s more readily due to South Wales Police including the subject as part of initial training.
This advantage of using a questionnaire is that the questions are normally short and easy to understand and complete quickly so that not too much of police officers time is taken up as most response officers are normally extremely busy and do not generally have a great deal of free time.
A questionnaire directed at health professionals that deal directly with victims of ACE’s was considered, however this would be beyond the scope of this research and could be considered unethical due to the vulnerabilities of the victims. It would also be time consuming applying to the local health board to get permission to approach it’s employees. 
A qualitative approach was also considered which would involve interviewing police officers instead of disseminating a questionnaire.  The advantage of this approach is that the interview can be semi structured meaning that a basic interview plan can be drawn up, but more questions can be asked depending on the response from the participants which may be able to glean a fuller response (Tenny et al, 2017).
Interview due come with some disadvantages though. Subject may only be available at certain times making it difficult to arrange a convenient time for participants to attend during working hours as response officers are generally very busy. They may have to pull out of interviews at short notice leaving the study short of information.
I decided that a questionnaire was the best way forward as it only takes few minutes to complete and can be completed anywhere. As a response officer myself with a deadline and limited time to capture responses, a questionnaire, I feel, is the correct approach for my circumstances.

This study comes with several limitations. The first being that the study only relates to a specific group of individuals within South Wales Police, response officers, who are completing the questionnaire. This will have an impact on the study as the number of respondents are limited and specific to a particular role and police force.



There will be at least another three to four students also using questionnaires to gather data for their own study. This may mean that officers have several studies at the same time and may pick just one to complete due to time constraints. This could affect the number of responses.

A short guide on how to complete the questionnaire will be included at the start. However, it may be likely that a few respondents may not fully understand the questions which may affect the quality of the data received. 


