This Sculpture depicts The Goddess Aphrodite alongside Eros and Pan. The scene Depicts Aphrodite being physically harassed by Pan as Eros seemingly tries defending her. The sculpture uses common iconography of these gods, however the story portrayed is not one from a common myth. The artists intention seemingly was to create a new story between the characters, attempting to create humour and honour the Family of its dedicator.

Aphrodite is identifiable here as she is not only accompanied by Eros, her son, but is also depicted in a similar pose to Praxiteles’ ‘Aphrodite of Knidos’(Fig.2), with one hand covering her pubis, attempting to preserve some modesty. The hand stands slightly away from the genital area, possibly to mimic the original design of Fig.2. However, the hand of Aphrodite does not cup in this depiction. This is likely due to subtle promiscuity being unnecessary when the presence of Pan creates a direct sexual image.

Aphrodite is posed completely nude which, although not uncommon, her nudity here is presented as comedic and humiliating over the more common sensual and divine. The Satyr Pan’s depiction in myth is often one of crass sexual humour, as shown in other art, such as “Pan with a goat”(Fig.3) and the Satyr Plays. The “Literally Horny”[footnoteRef:1] Pan harassing Aphrodite can be seen as a mockery of Fig.2 and the sexual scene is made more gratifying to the viewer, as the curves of Aphrodite’s body are extenuated using the iconic contrapposto pose adopted by many late Hellenic sculptors. Comedy derives from mixing the sexual nature of Aphrodite’s stance and demeanour, contrasting the playful expressions and mannerisms of Eros and Pan. Comedy can also be derived from the idea that Aphrodite may also be using a sandal to beat away the Satyr. This would have created a humorously mundane look to the goddess, unusual in representations of Aphrodite. [1:  Rick Steves Audio Europe: An Ancient Seduction in Athens, 2015
] 


The exact purpose of the statue is difficult to pinpoint. Originally dedicated as an offering of “Dionysus, son of Zenon who was son Theodoros”[footnoteRef:2] to his ancestors for the benefit of himself and his children, the statue would have been displayed in the house of Poseidoniasts of Beirut. The chamber this was originally displayed in was visited by Tradesman and Ship-owners. This particular audience may have appreciated the lewd humour more than scholarly or religious individuals, so the nature of the depiction could be explained by this.  [2: Α. Stewart 2002 ] 


The statue is very detailed, with ornate hairstyles and fine musculature being smoothly carved. The marble is higher quality than earlier statues, and has been dutifully polished. The composition is well framed, focussing on forming an arch, starting with Aphrodite on the left, and Pan on the right. This close and intimate position of the two characters is enhanced by the playful nature of Eros in the background, who pulls at Pans Horns. His depiction here could be that of a rescuer, to his mother, or he could be seen as a physical embodiment of Pans lust for Aphrodite.

The statue uses the common iconography of Aphrodite (Fig.2) and places her outside of her divine status and instead into a ‘mundane’ sexual setting, creating humour. The sculpture was created to amuse the tradesmen who visited the chamber, and the quality of the piece is likely due to Dionysus displaying his wealth. 
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Fig.1
Aphrodite and Pan
National Archaeological Museum, Athens
Hellenistic
Ca 100 BCE
From Delos House of Poseidoniasts of Beirut
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Fig.2
Image from - http://museum.classics.cam.ac.uk/collections/casts/aphrodite-knidos
Aphrodite of Knidos
Museum of classical Archaeology, Cambridge
C1 BCE Roman. Original: mid C4 BCE
Found near the ancient Roman harbour of Portus (modern Fiumicino)
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Fig.3
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pan_copulating_with_goat_2.JPG
Pan Copulating with a Goat
National Archaeological Museum of Naples
Imperial Roman
uncovered in Herculaneum in 1752.
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