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[bookmark: _Toc138094563]Executive Summary

The purpose of this E-Portfolio is to provide a comprehensive overview of Academic Writing, including its various components such as Introduction, Findings, and Conclusions. Additionally, a deeper examination of Critical Writing, Academic Writing, and Sense of Place and Identity will be explored. The latter topic includes a video presentation, which can be accessed via a link provided in the corresponding section.
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[bookmark: _Toc138094564]Terms of Reference

This Report was requested by Christian Felices on the 23rd of May 2023. The purpose of this report is to build up an E-Portfolio and offer a short overview of tasks like Academic Writing, Critical Analysis, and the Sense of Place and Identity. It’s been done by me, Elena R Barreto, and it will be submitted by the 23rd of June 2023. 

[bookmark: _Toc138094565]Procedure

Mainly websites and online articles.

[bookmark: _Toc138094566]Introduction

The purpose of an introduction in a research paper is to provide a clear and concise overview of the topic at hand, while also establishing the context for the work being conducted. This includes summarizing the current state of understanding and background information related to the subject, as well as stating the hypothesis, question, or research problem that the study aims to address. In addition, the introduction should briefly explain the rationale and methodological approach being used in the research, as well as highlight the potential outcomes that the study may reveal. Finally, it should provide a clear outline of the remaining structure of the paper. A well-crafted introduction can play a critical role in engaging the reader and setting the stage for a successful research endeavor. (Sacred Heart University, 2010)

[bookmark: _Toc138094567]Findings

This section serves the purpose of presenting the findings of the research in a clear and concise manner. The most effective format should be utilized, which may include graphs, tables, or diagrams in addition to text. It is crucial to avoid repeating information in multiple visual formats, such as a graph and a table. All graphs and tables must be labeled clearly, with each figure having a descriptive title and a written explanation of the data it demonstrates. It is important to reserve the interpretation of the results for the Discussion section. (University of Reading,.) 





[bookmark: _Toc138094568]Task 2 – What is Academic Writing

Academic writing is a formal and widely used style of writing found across various disciplines and fields of expertise. Its primary objective is to present ideas and concepts in an intellectual and impersonal manner. To achieve this, it is imperative to maintain a formal tone and employ technical vocabulary specific to the field. The use of casual language, contractions, or informal words is discouraged as it may compromise the professional quality of the work. It is essential to maintain objectivity by avoiding direct references to personal feelings or individuals, instead focusing on presenting ideas, facts, and objects. It is important to note that different fields have their unique writing styles and structures. For instance, humanities writing may require longer paragraphs with well-defined topic sentences to better organize the argument, while scientific writing may involve shorter paragraphs packed with factual information and no topic sentences. (The University of Sydney, 2022)
Mastering academic writing is a valuable skill that requires consistent practice. It is crucial to understand the conventions of one's field and the unique attributes of academic writing to improve the quality of work and boost confidence. The process of writing an academic paper involves researching, analyzing, evaluating, planning, structuring, editing, proofreading, and reflecting on feedback. (University of Sheffield, 2023) Academic writing frequently uses coherent language to facilitate easy transitions between topics or to provide a way to further explain them. Some instances of this language are, furthermore, however, therefore, as a result, with regards to, etc. (University of York, 2023) Academic writing is most frequently utilized in academic environments, such as universities, and is thus most frequently used by researchers, lecturers, teachers, and students. 
There are four primary categories of academic writing: 
Persuasive, used to interpret findings. Descriptive, frequently used in the results section to summarise and describe the data collection process. Analytical, uses information analysis and data correlation to explain the results. And Critical demonstrates a topic's level of comprehension based on evidence and research. (University of Sydney, 2022)
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A similarity checker is an invaluable tool for detecting plagiarism by cross-referencing a submitted document with millions of academic papers, textbooks, and other online sources. The output produced by this tool is a report that displays the degree of similarity between the submitted document and the other sources. This percentage is usually between 0% and 100%. However, it's essential to note that particular elements, such as headings, titles, and references, may be flagged as plagiarism, even if they are not. This is because these elements are common in many reports on the same topic. 
In my case, the similarity score generated by the checker was 4%, which is considered a low-level match and generally acceptable in most academic institutions. The score was primarily due to the similarity in the title and references, while the bulk of the text was free from suspicious similarities. It is, therefore, crucial to review the report carefully and assess the flagged elements to ensure that there is no actual plagiarism.

[bookmark: _Toc138094569]Task 3 – What is Critical Writing

Critical writing is a systematic process that involves constructing a compelling argument for an assignment by incorporating stages of critical thinking including reading, sourcing, and comparing. The ability to develop a coherent framework and argument that addresses the question at hand is crucial. A careful selection of sources and materials that support the argument is imperative. (Dr. Bojan Koltai,.)
Critical Writing is a multifaceted process that involves making logical connections between ideas, evaluating material from multiple angles, and expressing one's perspective based on a thorough analysis of available data. This type of writing is particularly valuable in that it sheds light on the significance of events, challenges commonly accepted explanations of problems, and examines the strengths and weaknesses of arguments and theories supported by evidence. Additionally, critical writing explores the relationships between concepts and points of view and ultimately aims to inspire readers to carefully reflect on their perspectives. By presenting a well-informed viewpoint on a subject, critical writing can help foster deeper understanding and meaningful dialogue. (University of Technology Sydney, 2022)
In the realm of research, postgraduate, and advanced undergraduate writing, critical writing is a commonly employed technique. This style of writing encompasses all the characteristics of persuasive writing, while also incorporating an additional perspective. Critical writing requires consideration of at least two points of view, including one's own, as opposed to persuasive writing which calls for a singular point of view on a particular subject or issue. Examples of critical writing assignments include critiques of journal articles or literature reviews, wherein the advantages and disadvantages of available research are outlined. Directions for critical writing may include terms such as "critique," "debate," "disagree," and "evaluate," among others. (The University of Sydney, 2022)

[bookmark: _Toc138094570]Task 4 – Sense of Place & Identity

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFmKC1FNG4/JSQt5VhCrCMufL_NoXZqPg/view?utm_content=DAFmKC1FNG4&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink 
[bookmark: _Toc138094571]Conclusion

The conclusion of a paper holds significant importance as it provides a sense of closure to the reader and reinforces the critical contents and significance of the document. It achieves this by presenting a broader perspective of the paper while stepping back from the specifics. In essence, it serves as a reminder of the primary argument. For academic papers, the conclusion is typically a concise paragraph that succinctly restates the principal ideas and arguments, thereby unifying the thesis of the paper. The conclusion does not introduce novel concepts but rather should clarify the purpose and relevance of the paper. Additionally, it may suggest opportunities for future research on the topic. (Walden University, 2023)
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