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Introduction

This guidebook aims to give a comprehensive description of two of the most important religious sights for the Ahmadiyya Community in the UK, that highlights the persecution suffered by the Ahmadis, whilst celebrating their achievements in community cohesion and freedom to express their religious identity. [image: ]
   Background
The Ahmadiyya Community was established in 1889 by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (1835-1908) in the remote village of Qadian in Punjab, India, where he claimed to be the expected reformer of the latter days, the awaited one of all world religions,  and the Mahdi (redeemer), Prophet and Messiah, of the latter days.[footnoteRef:1] However, due to these beliefs the Community has been deemed heretical by the mainstream branches (particularly Sunnis) and have been subject to persecution and controversy internationally. [1:  Mirza Masroor Ahmad “An Overview of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community” in Keynote Address at the 7th Annual Peace Symposium Leaflet 20th March 2010] 
Figure (1) Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian



 Perhaps the country most noteworthy for this open persecution of the Ahmadis is in Pakistan, in which the town of Rabwa acted as the international headquarters of the community since the partition of India in 1947, and the country being home to the largest Ahmadi Community worldwide, with approximately four million adherents, making 1.8 % of the population Ahmadi, with Sunni Islam making up the majority of the population at 82%.[footnoteRef:2] Whilst the community was often seen as controversial and suffered some animosity, Ahmadis were largely able to co-exist peacefully, and were considered by most to be a part of the Islamic faith. This was until 1974, the year in which the government amended the Constitution under Article 260, providing a definition for those that would be considered Muslim, and specifically naming the Ahmadis as a non-Muslim group.[footnoteRef:3] A decade after this development, President Muhammad Zia ul-Haq implemented Ordinance XX (also known as the Anti-Ahmadi laws), which revised specific laws in the Pakistan Penal Code which made the propagation or even public practise of the Ahmadi faith a punishable offence.[footnoteRef:4] The impact of these laws resulted in wide-spread anti-Ahmadi literature, rhetoric, and even some conspiracy theories, resulting in a significant increase in violence against the community, with over two hundred Ahmadis being killed since the implementation of Ordinance XX up until 2016.[footnoteRef:5] [2:  John Misachi, “Religion in Pakistan” in World Atlas, August 2018
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/religious-beliefs-and-freedoms-in-pakistan.html ]  [3:  The Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan , Article 260 a & b (2012) pg 155-156
http://na.gov.pk/uploads/documents/1333523681_951.pdf ]  [4:  Pakistan Penal Code (Act XLV of 1860) October 6th 1860 Article 298b & 298c
http://www.pakistani.org/pakistan/legislation/1860/actXLVof1860.html 
]  [5:   Institute for Global Change Persecution of Ahmadis in Pakistan 2016, pg 29
http://www.persecutionofahmadis.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Persecution-of-Ahmadis-in-Pakistan-2016.pdf] 

 Shortly after the Anti-Ahmadi laws were imposed, the fourth Khalifa Mirza Tahir Aḥmad moved to London, where the International headquarters of the movement has remained ever since. However, the hatred of the Ahmadiyya Community runs deeply enough that the violence has now begun to spill over in the UK, an example being when Ahmadi shopkeeper Asad Shah was killed in Glasgow by a Sunni Muslim Uber driver from Bradford in 2016.[footnoteRef:6] In order to minimise any animosity towards the community, the Ahmadis make their places of worship open to all who are interested and in need, making these sites the heart of their communities, as well as places of religious worship. [6:  ‘The Murder of an Ahmadi’ The Economist May 21st, 2016
https://www.economist.com/britain/2016/05/21/preparing-for-the-worst ] 













[bookmark: _GoBack]The Fazl Mosque

The Fazl Mosque (‘Fazl’ meaning Grace), which is also known simply as the London Mosque, is situated in Southfields, Wandsworth, and is the first purpose-built mosque in London, and the second in the UK, preceded only by The Shah Jahan Mosque in Woking. The construction of the mosque as well as the purchasing of the land on which is sits cost £6,223 and was financed by the donations given by the Ahmadi Muslim women residing in Qadian, India.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  ‘Fazl Mosque’ Historic England
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1454338] 


[image: Image result for fazl mosque]History
The history of Fazl Mosque is intrinsically linked with the establishment of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community UK branch. Hakeem Noor-ud-Din, the first Khalifa and second leader of the Ahmadiyya community sent the first UK missionary Chaudry Fateh Muhammad Sial, who arrived in the UK in 1913. As the community steadily grew, the need for a mosque became increasingly apparent, and so Muhammad Sial was instructed to purchase a house with land where a mosque could be built. In 1920, a one-acre site in Southfields, South-West London was purchased, and the first foundation stone was laid by the second Khalifa Mirza Bashir-Ud-Din on October 19th, 1924.[footnoteRef:8] The construction began in September 1925 and was completed within ten months. [8:  London Mosque’ The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community UK
http://thelondonmosque.com/] 
Figure (2) Front entrance of the Fazl Mosque

The inauguration of the mosque took place on October 3rd 1926 and was a highly publicised and grand event, with over six-hundred guests in attendance including clergymen, ministers, dignitaries and various political representatives, and was covered by various national and local newspapers, and was also filmed and shown around the country as part of the Pathé news reels that was shown before feature screenings at the cinema.[footnoteRef:9] However, the opening of the mosque did not go ahead without controversy. The Emir Feisal, Viceroy of Mecca was due to attend the event on behalf of his father, Sultan Ibn Saud, King of the Hejaz, only to withdraw mere hours before his expected arrival. The Sultan had originally held the view that a mosque in London was a benefit that would outweigh any disputes, until witnessing a number of unfavourable representations of the Ahmadiyya in the Arab press, resulting in him withdrawing his endorsement.[footnoteRef:10] Despite the controversy, the inauguration went ahead as planned, with the ex-Minister of the Punjab Legislative Council, Khan Bahadur Sheikh Abdul Qadir, formally conducting the opening. [9:  British Pathé Islam in London Version 1
https://www.britishpathe.com/video/islam-in-london-version-1-of-2-cuts/]  [10:  ‘London’s First Mosque’- archived The Guardian October 4th 1926
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/oct/04/fazl-first-mosque-london-opening-southfields-1926] 

The controversy surrounding the opening of the mosque was only a forewarning of the later divisions that would occur. After the creation of Pakistan and the partition of India in 1947, the Ahmadiyya community moved their headquarters from Lahore in India to Rabwa in Pakistan, hoping that their interests would be best preserved in a Muslim state. However, the community face increasing persecution and discrimination in Pakistan because of their belief that their movement’s founder was a divinely sent Messiah and Prophet. In addition to this, there was (and still is) a commonly held view that the Ahmadis were created by the British Secret Service for the sole purpose of dividing and weakening the Muslim population in India, which proved to be detrimental to the already worsening public opinion of the Ahmadis.[footnoteRef:11] Eventually, the movement was declared ‘non-Muslim’ by Pakistani leader Zia-ul-Haq in 1984 under Ordinance XX, which resulted in the fourth Khalifa Mirza Tahir Ahmad moving to the Fazl Mosque, which subsequently became the international headquarters for the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, which served to increase the social,  cultural and religious significance of the site. [11:  Simon R. Valentine ‘Prophecy after Prophethood, albeit lesser prophets? The Ahmadiyya Jama’at in Pakistan’ Contemporary Islam Volume 8 Issue 2 (2014) pg.103
https://link-springer-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/article/10.1007/s11562-014-0293-z ] 


Architecture & Facilities
The architectural design of the Fazl Mosque was significantly distinct from the only preceding purpose-built mosque design found at Woking, which opted for a highly ornamented, orientalist style. Instead, the Fazl Mosque (designed by Thomas Mawson) fused Mughal architectural influences with contemporary British stylistic trends and was built using modern construction methods. The Mughal influences are reflected in the mosque’s finial-topped corner cupola minarets, which bear the resemblance of Mughal architecture under Emperor Akbar, whilst the spherical dome on the supported square base is thought to resemble contemporary designs found close to Southfields, closely resembling the twin towers of the Wembley British Empire Exhibition Stadium.[footnoteRef:12] With regards to construction, the mosque was built to modern standards, a steel-framed concrete structure was used in order to accommodate further expansion. The main prayer hall is 5.4 metres in height and can accommodate up to one-hundred and fifty people, and the apex of the dome stands at 10 metres. One of the most notable features of the interior is the central doors which are adorned with a painted Qur’anic [image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/4/4c/Prayer_Stone_%28Fazl_Mosque%29.jpg/220px-Prayer_Stone_%28Fazl_Mosque%29.jpg]inscription (72:19) with an English translation. Either side of these doors are carved stone tablets, English on the left, and Urdu on the right, which record the message received by the second Caliph of the Ahmadiyya to the mark the 1924 foundation laying ceremony.[footnoteRef:13] Ultimately, the Fazl Mosque was able to fuse distinct Indian and British architectural traditions, reflecting the established motifs of mosque design, whilst managing to suit its suburban South London surroundings. [12:  ‘Fazl Mosque’ Historic England
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1454338]  [13:  ‘Fazl Mosque’ Ahmadiyya Muslim Community
https://ahmadiyyatmosques.wordpress.com/2018/05/20/fazl-mosque-london-united-kingdom/] 
Figure (3) Foundation Stone bearing the English translation
 of Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud Ahmad, the Second Khalifa




[image: Image result for fazl mosque] A number of facilities have been added to the site over the years, such as a three-storey brick building that was constructed in 1970 to replace the previous two houses on the site. The building consists of a number of facilities, such as offices, a hall, and a small apartment on the uppermost floor for the Imam of the mosque, which later became the permanent residence of the Caliph, and remains so today. A TV studio and media centre were also added in the 1990’s, where the Ahmadiyya network Muslim Television Ahmadiyya (MTA) is broadcast around the world. There was a growing need for more space to be acquired due to the growth of the community through migrations from India and Pakistan. The need for this was met by purchasing houses on surrounding streets, but by the
 end of the 20th century, it was made apparent that this would not be sufficient for the influx of Ahmadis who wished to migrate closer to their international HQ, as well as their Caliph, which resulted in the building of Baitul Futuh Mosque.Figure (4) The Caliph’s residence: apartment above the office block beside the Mosque



Visitor Information
Address:  The Fazal Mosque, 16 Gressenhall Road, Southfields, London SW18 5QL
Telephone Number: 020 8877 5500
Email Address: ExternalAffairs@ahmadiyya.org.uk 
Opening Times: 24 hours, 7 days a week.
For those travelling by tube, from Earl’s Court Station take the district line to Wimbledon and get off at Southfield’s Station, where it will be a 10 Minutes’ walk to the mosque.

[image: ]







Figure (5) The Fazal Mosque location found on Google Maps





Baitul Futuh Mosque

[image: Image result for baitul futuh mosque]Situated on London Road in Morden, London, Baitul Futuh is a landmark building, and is the largest Mosque in the UK, as well as Western Europe.[footnoteRef:14] The Mosque was built for and funded entirely by the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, when the fourth Khalifa Mirza Tahir Aḥmad (who had moved to London almost a decade prior) began the appeal for the collection of funds which took a year to raise. The 5.2-acre site was once occupied by the Express Dairy’s bottling plant with its own railway sidings but was derelict upon purchase by the Community for £2.3 million in 1996. The foundation stone was laid by Tahir Ahmad in October 1999, and the building was completed on October 3rd, 2003, and has been described as a place of refuge for the Ahmadiyya Community.  [14:  Ahmadiyya Muslims Community UK: Baitul Futuh Mosque
http://ahmadiyya.co/mosques/baitul-futuh/ ] 

Architecture 
The mosque cost approximately £15 million to build, and was designed by Sutton, Griffin and Morgan, who are Berkshire-based architects, and have incorporated both Islamic and modern British architecture. One of the most prominent design features of the mosque is the ‘shimmering silver dome’ made of stainless steel, which is 18 metres in diameter.[footnoteRef:15] The entrance of the building features large decorative glass panels and a water feature, and the walls are constructed with reconstituted Italian marble, designed to withstand any adverse weather conditions and be self-cleaning. The interior of the mosque proves to be just as methodical and practical as the outside, with the overall site capacity accommodating approximately fourteen-thousand people, with worshipping capacity at around four thousand. The two upper (above ground) and lower (below ground) prayer halls span 28 metres x 36 metres, with hand-painted silver calligraphy from the Qur’an lining the interior of the dome in the upper Male prayer hall, and the walls made with polished marble tiles. The strategic planning of the site also allowed for the incorporation of the previous structure of the Dairy Factory into the new complex, particularly the Women’s and Men’s halls, as well as the old chimney being converted into a minaret which stands 35 metres tall, which allows a taller structure than the original planning [image: https://scontent-lhr3-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t1.15752-9/60462517_2342574245860351_6333332059985018880_n.jpg?_nc_cat=106&_nc_ht=scontent-lhr3-1.xx&oh=eca7517a99d17a3147f26f7e36d1cbc2&oe=5D612563]regulations would have permitted. Additionally, the environmentally friendly design and construction of the building has won the prestigious Green Award.[footnoteRef:16]  [15:  Exploring Surrey’s Past Baitul Futuh Mosque 2011
https://www.exploringsurreyspast.org.uk/themes/subjects/diversity/amc/morden/]  [16:  Exploring Surrey’s Past Baitul Futuh Mosque 2011
https://www.exploringsurreyspast.org.uk/themes/subjects/diversity/amc/morden/] 
Figure (6) Baitul Futuh Mosque, Morden

On September 26th, 2015, the mosque suffered severe structural damage estimated at over £6 million after a fire broke out in the building adjacent to the mosque and lasted for over thirty hours. Figure (7) Men’s upper prayer room in Baitul Futuh (author’s own photo)

The prayer spaces remained intact, but the blaze did significant damage to the administration buildings, function halls and residences. Renown architects John McAslan & Partners were selected to develop the proposed designs for the mosque, which will include increased accommodation, more courtyard space, and separate entrances for pedestrians and vehicles.[footnoteRef:17] On the 4th March 2018, the fifth and current Khalifa Mirza Masroor Ahmad laid the foundation stone for the new administrative block at the Baitul Futuh Mosque complex in Morden, and it is expected the buildings will be up and running by the end of 2020.[footnoteRef:18] [17:  Pippa Allen-Kinross ‘Repair work for fire damaged Baitul Futuh Mosque to include new wing, bigger courtyard and extra accommodation’ Wimbledon Guardian 30th June 2016
https://www.wimbledonguardian.co.uk/news/14591004.repair-work-for-fire-damaged-baitul-futuh-mosque-to-include-new-wing-bigger-courtyard-and-extra-accommodation/
]  [18:  ‘Head of Ahmadiyya Community lays foundation stone for new Administrative block at Baitul Futuh Mosque Khalifatul Masih V, 8th March 2018
https://www.khalifatulmasih.org/press-releases/baitul-futuh-mosque-administrative-block-2018/] 


Facilities
The mosque complex includes a number of facilities which are open to visitors and members of the community, such as a TV studio, dining facilities, a gift shop, conference halls, auditoriums, a creche area for children and a gymnasium. One of the more notable facilities is the Aftab Khan Library, which opened in 2005, and is home to a large collection of religious books, such as volumes translating the Qur’an, the works of the previous Khalifas and various other interpretations of the Qur’an and Islam. Efforts are being made to acquire a larger selection of works relating to the other world religions, in the hope that the library will become a renown centre for religious study, and not only for the students from the local area.[footnoteRef:19] Attached to the library is the Khilafat Centenary Gallery, which contains an informative exhibition detailing the history of Islam and the beginnings of the Ahmadiyya Community, directly addressing many of [image: ]the misconceptions surrounding Islam and their Community as a whole, such as the role of women in Islam. [19:  Pippa Allen-Kinross ‘Repair work for fire damaged Baitul Futuh Mosque to include new wing, bigger courtyard and extra accommodation’ Wimbledon Guardian, 30th June 2016
https://www.wimbledonguardian.co.uk/news/14591004.repair-work-for-fire-damaged-baitul-futuh-mosque-to-include-new-wing-bigger-courtyard-and-extra-accommodation/] 

The television studio on-site (located in one of the administrative buildings) is the home of the Muslim Television Ahmadiyya (MTA) Network, which is broadcasted from Baitul Futuh internationally, and is 
under the direct guidance of the Khalifa. Figure (8) Part of the exhibition in the Khilafat Centenary Gallery (author’s own photo)


[image: Image result for baitul futuh mosque library]Since its creation in 1994, the network has expanded to three channels, fifteen international production teams that produce and translate content in over twelve languages, which are broadcast twenty-four hours a day, every day. The primary function of the MTA is to provide an international platform for the Khalifa to address his community members across the globe, and particular importance is placed upon the weekly Friday sermons led by Khalifa Mirza Masroor Ahmad, Figure (9) Aftab Khan Library

which are broadcast live from the mosque, despite his current residence in the Fazl Mosque, which indicates the religious and cultural significance of mosque to the Ahmadiyya community.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Ahmadiyya Muslim Jamaat: Muslim Television Ahmadiyya
https://www.amjinternational.org/activities/mta/] 

The Ahmadiyya Community in Morden have been commemorated for their notable efforts in promoting community cohesion. By having such a wide range of facilities, it enables the mosque complex to be of service to the greater community, by hosting school tours and local community events, multi-faith conferences, allowing local students from the College to sit their exams on-site, as well as weekly homeless feeding across London. The Mosque received over ten-thousand visitors a year from schools, charities, faith groups and public service organisations.[footnoteRef:21] In addition to these visitations, the mosque also hosts a number of visiting dignitaries, particularly for the Annual National Peace Symposium, where the current issues of the day are discussed amongst religious leaders, diplomats and members of parliament, with the overarching theme of promoting peace. It is at this event that the Annual Ahmadiyya Muslim Peace Prize is presented to recognise an individual’s or an organisation’s contribution to the overall advancement of peace.[footnoteRef:22] This not only demonstrates the commitment of the community to promoting peace, but also indicates the cultural and religious value of the mosque itself, as not only a place of worship, but a place where the Ahmadiyya can take refuge, a place where the community can gather, and all faiths are welcome, promoting free expression of religious identity without fear of persecution. [21:  Love for All, Hatred for None’ Contact Information
https://web.archive.org/web/20100820010822/http://www.loveforallhatredfornone.org/contact.html]  [22:  Ahmadiyya Muslim Community UK: The Ahmadiyya Muslim Peace Prize
http://peacesymposium.org.uk/the-ahmadiyya-muslim-peace-prize] 



Visitor Information
Address:  Baitul Futuh Mosque, 181 London Rd, Morden, Surrey SM4 5PT
Telephone Number: 020 86787 7800
Email Address: info@baitulfutuh.org
Opening Times: 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
For those visiting by tube starting at Central London, from Charing Cross, take the Northern Line towards Kennington straight to Morden Station, which should take approximately 40 minutes. The mosque is a 10-minute walk from the station.
[image: ]








         
                     

Figure (10) Baitul Futuh location found on Google Maps
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