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Task 2: In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues? Base your response on your specific piece of theatre you are creating.


Touring theatre is able to relay information to people that either wouldn’t have the opportunity to see theatre or wouldn’t be able go see it unless it is brought to them. It is a way to introduce people to new ways of learning and thinking about important issues in the world. Directed by Yvonne Murphy, our show is aiming to help prevent further damage to the planet by introducing our audience to plastic pollution. By focusing our play on plastic pollution, we aim to really show the communities we are going to visit how bad the problem really is. While our show is aimed at children aged 9-10 the message we are relaying is important to people of all ages. Through the research we have done for our piece we have discovered some very disturbing facts about plastic around the world. Plastic pollution can now be found on every beach in the world, from busy tourist beaches to uninhabited, tropical islands nowhere is safe1. The fact that studies show plastic has gotten to places that people don’t even live is something that we need to impress on people, make them see how big of an issue it actually is.

	The play brings to light what everyone in a community can do to help prevent the issue from going further that it currently is. With scenes like the dream sequence, where plastic is literally thrown around the room, the audience can see how everyday items they use are part of the problem. The plastic prison scene, where the actors embody different types of plastic, informs the audience what causes certain plastics to not be recyclable and how confusing it is to know what to do with plastics like toothbrushes and cotton-swabs that have plastic as the bar between the cotton tips. By bringing these issues to light it might help the audience be socially aware of what they buy and how they dispose of it. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]	By including a court scene in the play, we are introducing how terrible the government is currently handling recycling plastic. While not currently included in the show we have discovered how other countries around the world are handling their plastic pollution. In Canada, the government has done a survey asking the citizens their opinions and ideas on how to reduce Canadas impact on the plastic pollution in the world. “Plastic pollution is choking our oceans, lakes, and rivers. I’m so grateful that so many Canadians have spoken and told us how important protecting our waterways from plastic pollution and marine litter is. It’s on all of us to change the way we use plastics—as consumers, businesses, and governments. Together, we can move Canada to be a nation of zero plastic waste.” - Catherine McKenna, Minister of Environment and Climate Change2. 

	. By bringing to light the issues we believe important we can hopefully pass the message on to the audience that everyone can make a difference and if everyone thinks they can make a difference then we can truly make a change in the world. If the children we are performing to can go home and notice how much plastic is used in their home and want to make a change then we have done what we went out to do
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