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FACULTY OF ART AND DESIGN
Media and Art (Academic Director Caroline Thraves)

STAFF STUDENT COMMITTEE FOR BA and MA Graphic Design
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 10am on Wednesday 29 April 2021

PRESENT: 	Donna Williams (Chair/Secretary) Gavin Kirby, Phil Thomas, Harry Richmond, Morwenna Stewart (staff),

 Keiran Protheroe MA YR1
Scott Cameron, Alicia Paget YR3
Emily Jones, Joseff Williams YR2. 
Jac Elsey, Bryleigh Draycott YR1





	Agenda Item
	Main Discussion Points 
	Action Points
	Timescale

	1. Welcome and
Apologies / Terms of Ref
	Welcomed everyone to the Staff Student Committee

Non-attendance – Glenn Sherwood. 
Apologies from Cameron Ridgway (notes sent)


	
	

	2. General Comments from Staff
	Staff would like to thank the students for their robust and determined efforts during a very difficult year. They have shown grit, and the projects coming in are proving to of a high standard. 

Fantastic work on our guest Social Media accounts for the BA Graphic Design. Scott Cameron is doing a great job and this has been noticed from our central marketing department.

We are delighted to be back in the studios and please do keep using the workshop facilities. We have more events planned and will keep you all updated. 

Design Week talks are happening now and the talk from Naomi Games about the late Abram Games was incredible and inspiring. 
Christie Doyle-John from Net a Porter, Waters, Fresh Creative and The Lego Group. Sky has postponed to Sept/Oct but we will also invite the third years to continued talks.

A reminder that we are all here in studios and online, helping students to work towards the deadlines. 


	









 
	











	3. Report from MA YR2
	· It would be worth having a basics workshop to be introduced to local art groups and galleries and how to join them or even suggest an exhibition.


· Due to covid, some people feel like they have missed out on meeting people at uni or outside, so maybe some networking events?




· Masters students being introduced to workshops earlier in the course, some feel like it started late for masters or they didn't get a chance to go to a workshop.




· more guidance with writing the report or essays because many people complain they don't know how to do it right.



· But overall lectures have been great! (just wish they had maybe a few more weekly) and despite covid the lecturers have talked to us every week and have been very helpful. And is easy to arrange tutorials.


· Tuition fees came up
	.Information forwarded to the planning team for the MA modules.



For continuing student’s, we had finally been able to arrange for spaces in Dynevor and in Alex Road which will help to build the MA community moving forward. For graduating student’s, we have previously done portfolio reviews and day events. These have been scattered throughout the semester due to the pandemic. We will also look at some other options.


This is something that we have done with the Part 1 students this year but with restricted access due to COVID it has been difficult to get a consistent access. We plan to introduce the workshops early again next year and hope that COVID will have much les of an impact.



More content and support has been delivered this year relating to the reports. However, we will look to make further improvements.




This is very welcome feedback as we know that this has been a difficult year for students and it has been equally difficult for staff.



Please refer to upper management for guidance.
	 








	4. Report from MA YR1
	Would like a booking in system for the workshops
	Staff explained that due to covid restrictions we have been using the ‘email the technical staff’ system. Once restrictions are lifted we will return to the booking in system.

	completed

	4. Report from YR3

	Can the books and journals be brought back to Dynevor from SA1





We need more funding for Graphic Design For example guillotine/ scalpels /graphic tablets/ lightbox. 




Students comment - There is also lack of funds in some of the workshop departments while others get more than they should IMO. A lot of money is invested in the etching presses in the screen print room, there is 5 in total and another one in the UV light room. Selling one or two of them could get a proper floor standing korrex / vandercook press for the third floor.


Pleased to hear that a promise was made from the Vice Chancellor that Graduation ceremony will happen taking place when covid restrictions are lifted. Students will wait for this confirmation.



	.We are in discussions about the library and more information will be updated. 
The journals are being sent to Dynevor.



We will do a full audit and have a discussion with students on the needs.  




This is a discussion for Printmaking department and will be forwarded to our head of Print. 
	In process






In process





In process





	5. Second Year BA Graphic Design
	What UWTSD is doing to be actively anti-racist. What steps are those higher up taking to protect the university and its staff and students from institutionalized racism?




































Working from home has been challenging and students are missing their fellow students. An online drop in room was created but only 4 students have engaged. 








The one to one guidance has been excellent. We would like more group challenges / exercises that we did in year one, However, students have also valued the excellent one to one sessions. 






Can we paint a mural on Graphic Wall. 


Positive comments sent through:
The support and online commitment has been amazing from all our lecturers. It has been a complete lifeline for completing the course at home. Thank you to all my lecturers and I cannot wait to see you in September.

How incredible everybody has been throughout this difficult year. To be honest, I have struggled a lot through the past few months but the kindness and support some students and the staff have given me, has helped and is motivating me to finish this semester. Thank you all so much! 


	An important question. Staff did mention the work of the student union. However, we will investigate this question and thank you for raising it. It was clarified that this issue was directed as a general enquiry and not because of a specific incident. 































Staff are delighted that students had created a drop in online room. It is disappointing to hear that a select few engaged. It is hoped that we will be all back into the studios for September and online engagement will be limited. 



The skills workshops in year one progress to applied skills in year two which makes a different experience. Staff will reflect on this issue and discuss how to move forwards. 



To discuss. Send over ideas. 



Thank you for the positive comments. It is surprising how much it helps when we all (students and staff) are facing so many challenges.  
	In Process(details from Academic Director)
It is the University Student Strategy for Health and Wellbeing and includes inclusion. Other than that then I would advise students to direct specific questions to the SU. The SU attends the university Senate (which is the most senior of committees) and can raise specific questions at Senate if students feel their questions are not answered within the attached strategy. The SU voice is a powerful one and I would encourage student to use this.  
Attachment of the Health and well being strategy was also sent to students. 









In process





	6. First Years BA Graphic Design 

	All first years are busy completing work for the deadlines. 

Thank you to all staff for all the support. All students have reported positive feedback on all the help and support that they have received in their first year. 

The social media content on the Main Graphic Design Page for Instagram, Facebook Twitter has been fantastic from Scott Cameron, in year three and first year students are delighted to have been included. 




Will there be Summer Briefs?





	




Agreed





Yes. Meetings will be arranged to discuss next year and Summer Projects. We will also be updating about possible workshops. 
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Next meeting to be confirmed
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