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My proposed research topic is ‘how do primary schools ensure effective partnership with all families to support children’s learning at home and at school?’. I will carry out my research by interviewing headteachers from 5 different primary schools using a semi-structured approach. My main research questions will be: what are headteachers’ views on parent partnership and do they feel it has any benefits?, how do primary schools ensure effective communication with ALL families? and how do primary schools involve parents/carers in their childrens’ learning inside and outside of school?. I will also look at their policies on ‘Parent Partnership’. 

While carrying out research it is important to be aware of ethical and legal implications, and how to get their full consent, especially while working with children and vulnerable groups. Barton & Douglas (1995, pp. 125-126, quoted in David et al. 2001, pp. 349), says a competent child is a child who has a good understanding and level of intelligence so that they fully understand what is involved and therefore can make an informed decision. Conversely, a difficulty lies in proving a child/vulnerable person has fully understood what is involved and the complications that could transpire; we therefore need to ensure they understand what is involved and expected of them so they can make an informed decision . I will not be involving children or any vulnerable groups in my research as I do not feel it is necessary for what I would be looking for.

I will need to ensure that my participants know beforehand what my research is about, the purpose, how they could be involved and how they may benefit from being involved. I will do this by emailing my possible participants a leaflet before asking for written formal consent, to ensure they understand what is expected before consenting. I will ensure they understand that they can withdraw their consent at any time during the research without giving a reason. I will ensure I get consent in writing to protect my participants, as well as myself. 

Before approaching headteachers, I understand I will need to get consent from my university supervisor to approve my research topic, followed by the university’s ethics committee to ensure, while carrying out my research, I will be doing it ethically while protecting myself, my participants and the university. I also know I would need to read and agree to follow BERA’S (2018) Ethical Guidelines for Education Research as part of university regulations. 
According to the U.S. Government Printing Office (1949, pp. 181-182), ‘The Nuremberg Code’; published in 1947, says while carrying out ‘experiments’, scientists’ needed to safeguard their ‘human subjects’ by ensuring that they do not cause any harm to them, physically or mentally. This has had a significant impact today; including humans rights while carrying out research. I will be going to the participants myself- this ensures that they do not need to put into a situation they are not used to, causing possible danger. 

I will also ensure my participant is not affected emotionally during or after my research. I will ensure this by making it clear that they are free to withdraw any time during the research. I would also ensure my participant’s reputation or school are not affected by keeping any information I collect confidential and not share it with anyone else, causing possible job losses or bullying.

Any data will be stored on a password protected laptop, which no one else will have access to and a back-up will be made on an external hard drive. They would be mainly stored in a secure, locked environment, however, the laptop may occasionally be taken to the local university library to complete university assignments. Whilst commuting this will be in a secured and carried by me in a laptop bag. I will not leave it unattended in public and will not connect to any unsecure networks. I will ensure I delete any raw data when no longer needed.

I need to ensure I am competent enough to carry out my research by knowing how I will handle a situation I do not feel comfortable in while visiting the schools. I  will report any concerns by following the schools ‘whistleblowing procedure’ or by informing my supervisor if it was less urgent. I know that I may need to ignore the consent given, in the event that I needed to disclose something legally. I will let my participants know why I have done this afterwards, if appropriate, and report it to my supervisor and the university as soon as possible. 

Under the General Data Protection Regulation (2018), my participants will have the right to request the information I held of them. They could also request to see my final work; this may be a debrief or my final piece. I am aware this should not include any way of identifying other participants or their school. I will also ensure my participants knew how long I am going to store their data for in the consent form as well as ensuring they knew what I am using their data for and their right to withdraw at any time. 

I will carry out my research using one-to-one semi structured interviews. I will be looking for in depth answers  from my participants so therefore feel interviews would be the best method. Using a semi-structured approach will give me the flexibility to expand on their answers if I find something they have said particularly interesting. I have considered that this method would be more time consuming compared to other methods so this may result in a smaller sample size. If my participants consent, I will use a dictaphone to record the interviews, to ensure I do not miss anything my participant has said. To avoid any data accidently being deleted, I will make sure I back up raw data onto my laptop and external hard drive, as well as transcribing any data as soon as possible. If any of my participants do not want to be recorded, I will take notes and state this in my work.

Follow up

Nadene has asked how many schools I will contact; I will contact as many primary schools, around Carmarthenshire and Pembrokeshire, as I can find contact details for online. This increases my chance of gathering the participants needed for my research.  
To further this, in response to Rosemary, Ayesha, Farhard and Nadene, regarding if I have a specific criteria for the primary schools I am going to contact, I agree with Rosemary that it will be interesting to interview headteachers from a range of schools. I will therefore contact a variety of schools, for example; with different Estyn inspection reports, private and state schools, mixed gender schools, as well as single-sex schools to ensure I get an accurate representation of how schools, within a small area, ensure effective partnership with all families in their schools. I will narrow this down, if I receive more than 5 responses from headteachers opting in, using response time and the schools which are the most assessible to me. I will state this in my work so it is clear. 

Julie has suggested that it might be interesting to obtain the views of parents/carers as well as headteachers. While this would be interesting, my research is focusing on how schools ensure effective partnership with all families within their schools, to support childrens’ learning at home and at school, not how effective this is from the viewpoint or experiences of the parents/carers.

Rosemary and Ayesha have asked if I currently have a pre-existing relationship with any of the staff at the primary schools I am going to conduct my research at. I will not as I am not familiar with any primary schools around Carmarthenshire and Pembrokeshire. I believe this is beneficial as it reduces bias. On the other hand, I intend to build a professional rapport with participants built upon trust and mutual respect. My interview techniques will encourage rapport- I will show I am actively listening throughout; this can be done by nodding, maintaining eye contact and by not interrupting the participants. Furthermore, my questions will be easily comprehensible, non-threatening and non-judgemental. I will indicate my willingness to listen to their concerns and remain supportive throughout the research. An icebreaker I will carry out prior to the interview, through ‘small talk’  and familiarising them with my research and myself, aims to ease participants beforehand. 

I have updated my ethics form whilst taking this feedback into consideration. Please find a new revised copy of my ethics form attached. Thank you to my peers for the much appreciated feedback.
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