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[bookmark: _GoBack]Titius Livius (Livy)

Born 59/64 BCE in Patavium, Venetia. He is regarded as one of the greatest Roman Historians. He was well versed in both philosophy and rhetoric alongside being financially independent. This financial independence enabled him to devote his time to his writing.
During his teenage years, the civil conflict between Mark Antony and the Senate, likely stopped him seeking higher education. It is likely that he came to Rome in 30 BCE becoming a well-known member of Rome society. He was close to members of the Julian-Claudius dynasty and Livy encouraged the future Emperor Claudius in 10 BCE to write historical works as a child. This was despite him never holding a governmental position nor serving in the military. This lack of depth of understanding is seen in his writings. For example, in writing of the conflict with Hannibal there is a lack of detail in strategy and topography. 
Livy’s history of Rome was composed and published in units of five books compiling to 142 books or scrolls. These became known as ‘Ab Urbe Condita Libri’ (books of the foundation of the city). 
Livy’s own version of the History of Rome spanned the earliest founding legends from 753 BCE to the reign of Augustus. These histories became one of the foremost ancient resources for Roman history. This endeavour was his principle life’s work, taking him from the age of 32 to the time, he moved from Rome to his home in Patavium to die in 17 CE at the age of 75.
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