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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:


I attended a call from a member of the public at a local pub, the landlady, had been assaulted by her partner. While my colleague and I were on route, we received a second call, this time it was from the landlady, telling us that her partner wasn’t there, and nothing had happened in the pub that night. Firstly, due to the nature of the first call we told the female that we would still need to attend the pub to conduct a welfare check on her. There was also a critical risk marker placed on the address. The second call from the landlady had us more concerned as we thought it could have been made under duress from her partner knowing we were on our way. As we approached the pub, we noticed the pub lights were still on and in the upstairs flat. We knocked the main entrance to the pub. The landlady of the pub answered, and we could instantly see that she had a bloody nose, and a red swollen eye. She informed us that her partner had done this to her. The male was located inside, very intoxicated and was arrested for a domestic related assault. The definition of domestic abuse from the domestic abuse act 2021 is:   
“(1) This section defines “domestic abuse” for the purposes of this Act.
(2) Behaviour of a person (“A”) towards another person (“B”) is “domestic abuse” if
(a)A and B are each aged 16 or over and are personally connected to each other, and
(b)the behaviour is abusive.
(3) Behaviour is “abusive” if it consists of any of the following—
(a)physical or sexual abuse.
(b)violent or threatening behaviour.
(c)controlling or coercive behaviour.
(d)economic abuse (see subsection (4));
(e)psychological, emotional or other abuse;”

(GOV.UK, 2021)

On reflection, I felt anxious attending this call as I knew there had been a call from officers requesting more units to the pub on the last occasion. Looking back this feeling keeps me more alert while at an incident like this. I feel anxious when attending some incidents which makes me feel like I’m letting the team down, however having spoken to some of my colleagues it is a normal feeling for them as well.
As a victim of any crime, any person will be processed by police officers in the same manner through what we call the victim codes. These are a set of updates; we must complete which provides us with information to see if the victim will be entitled to advanced victim services and to help the victim by referring them to a support group which is independent of the police. This is one way we can approach a victim as a simple tick box exercise, making sure we fill the forms in we need to without a conscious thought or effort in to doing them correctly. The victim code is a statutory law that we must follow correctly to ensure our victims are treating in the correct manner, with the correct support in place from the victim referral we put through this victim may be prevented from being a repeat victim. This, however, does mean the victim wants the support in the first place, there are many people especially those in domestically abusive relationships that do not want the support, as they have been controlled and manipulated to the point, they see themselves as at fault for what has happened. “For more than 40 years, the typical male perpetrator's response to violence against women has been established as denial, minimization, and victim blaming.” (Roberts, 2021) (online)
 Every victim of a domestic violence is referred to a multi-agency risk assessment conference. This is done using a questionnaire to determine the level of risk the individual may be under; this is called the domestic abuse stalking and honour-based questionnaire (DASH). MARAC is where our partnership organization and the police meet up to risk assess each individual case to see what support can be offered to that individual given their unique situation. These services provide support to the service users in a variety of ways, some offer counselling like for example women’s aid, a dedicated support worker who is there to aid them understand that they haven’t done anything wrong. I say this, as a lot of the victims including the female victim involved in the occurrence, consider themselves as the issue due to the systematic psychological abuse they have been under from the perpetrator. 
Women’s aid is an example of an excellent charity that is there to offer support and a refuge for women to attend to escape their violent partner. When we consider that option to help women away from a repeat offender, we must take into consideration the increase in stress this causes on the woman. They are asked to move away from everyone they know and their home to escape the violence. Some victims decide they cannot live like this, in my example above, the female was the landlord of the public house and did not wish to be considered for this as she would be losing her source of income for a period. This approach to protecting the victim is a good thing to use when the victim may be leaving a home that is shared by themselves and their partner, that can be legally divided in the future. Live fear free is a government run approach to helping the victims of domestic abuse, they offer confidential contact with case workers who help to educate the victim to understand they are not to blame for the violence. 
With a domestic violence incident, the police have powers to issue a domestic violence protection notice (DVPN) which can get upgraded to a domestic violence protection order (DVPO) by a court. A DVPN is an option open to police to protect a victim while our partner agencies can then try to support them in a variety of different ways. “These notices and orders may be used following a domestic incident to provide short-term protection to the victim when arrest has not been made but positive action is required, or where an arrest has taken place, but the investigation is in progress”. (Collage of policing)  
As the victim in the occurrence, is a repeat victim from a repeat offender I believed a domestic violence protection notice (DVPN) would be a good option to go down as the victim would give a statement one day and withdraw it the next day. This DVPN would give the victim a minimum time, where the perpetrator would have strict conditions placed upon him, which if he were to break any of them, he would be arrestable under the DVPN. I felt at the time that maybe the victim would be less willing to withdraw any statement the day later should a DVPN be in place, thus managing her as the victim and protecting her from more harm. As officers we submit many forms for our partner agencies to help with, we have aim to help our victims and educate the perpetrators. This approach with a DVPN, or DVPO does work for those individuals who want to end the relationship; however, this will only benefit those who do not want the perpetrator back in their lives once they have been released from custody or from prison depending on the way the case plays out. With this case a DVPN was given to the male however it was reported that the female contacted him, and he was back with her prior to the end of the DVPN. There are a few issues with a DVPN as stated above the victim must want the relationship to end or the violence to stop and would need to report any breach of the DVPN. A DVPN is a notice imposed on the suspect should there be outstanding enquires that need to take place and the suspect is likely to be released under police bail. One issue with a DVPN is a bit like police bail should the person breach the conditions of their DVPN they are arrestable, but this can only be taken into consideration at the court. “Prosecutors are reminded that breaches of a DVPN or DVPO are not within the CPS remit to prosecute”. The Crown Prosecution Service (2020) 
This puts DVPO/DVPN in the same position as police bail, as with a breach of police bail it is an arrestable offence however what a breach of police bail does is eat into the police and criminal evidence act 1984 clock time of 24 hours, this makes police bail a rather ineffective tool for most incidents as should the person breach it immediately and arrested we lose more time on our PACE clock for the rest of the investigation.
	So far, all the services I have provided are more to do with reacting after an incident has occurred, there are services available to try to prevent further incidents of domestic violence through education reform and in some cases tackling a history of substance misuse. Offenders can be helped through a multi-agency public protection agency (MAPPA) 
“We conclude that alcohol consumption may serve to potentiate violence when it occurs, and this pattern holds across a diverse set of cultures. Further research is needed that focuses explicitly on the nature of alcohol’s contribution to intimate partner aggression.” (Graham et al., 2010)
This is why we need to invest in educational programs and rehabilitation courses for individuals that want to change, being more proactive to these types of things is sometimes more cost effective and yield better results than arresting and putting a person to the courts. An individual must want to change in the first place though, some aspects of criminal court charges can place the individuals on rehabilitation course while also putting a criminal charge to them. If the individuals do not want to or doesn’t believe they need to chance then this issue will continue with them throughout their lives, and this is where a law called Claire’s law can help people decide early if they wish to continue in a relationship or not. Claire’s law was brought in to affect in 2014 and it allows you to “make a police information request about your current or former partner because you fear they may have been abusive in the past and think they could endanger your safety in the future. If you have any reason to believe that a close friend, neighbour, or member of your family is currently being subjected to domestic abuse or has recently left a relationship, you should ask the police for information.” (Clare's Law, 2014). This allows a person who may have seen some tendencies in a person or partner to apply and find out information about that person. If this were a new partner, then this could allow a person to decide on leaving the relationship earlier enough to prevent them becoming a domestic abuse statistic.
DASH is a risk assessment which can help, police to use evidence-based policing. “EBP means that the best available evidence is used to inform and challenge policing policies, practices and decisions.” (College of Policing, 2023). DASH allows officers to risk assess the victim of the domestic abuse. I feel this could be seen as tick box exercise especially if the victim like in this occurrence is known to withdrawn and reject support provided. Nonetheless this can be an important tool to see how in depth the control from perpetrator to victim is. Using the DASH questionnaires as research linking in with academics policing policy can be adjusted to deal specifically with domestic abuse in a broader sense as some domestic incidents don’t have violent issues however, they have coercive control issues. Evidence based policing influences the policy of positive action to be taken at all domestic incidents, any mention of violence, history of violence or an argument mean we remove one person from the incident. 
In relation to the specific incident discussed, EBP allowed me to consider the perpetrator as a high risk repeat offender against the victim who was a high risk repeat victim, previous knowledge of the couple made me aware that the victim would not tell us everything including if he was home. The incident itself I reflect on as a successful incident from a policing point of view, the offender was found to have forced the victim to call to try to stop police arriving at the pub. The perpetrator was hiding in the upstairs of the pub. I believe I went in this incident knowing we would be arresting the male, but nothing would come from it as the victim always withdrew their support.	 This is something I have changed about myself since this incident and I go to every incident only looking at what is in front of me not previous incidents. I do this now as I reflected on how I dealt with this incident in the days that followed, and part of my own action plan was to never allow myself to become inconsistent with my approach to any report regardless of who has made them or what it is about.  
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Task 2

This is a reminder that this TASK 2 section is an opportunity for you to answer one question which should be relevant to the “advanced learning” area that you have chosen.  The advanced learning lecture that you choose to attend will assist you in answering this task. 



Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 



























Task 2 Option 1: 

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum:


Response Policing

A core part of the policing mission is to prevent crime and disorder. Domestic abuse causes both serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of overall crime

You should choose a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	 

 Critically assess the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that you have attended, and the strategies developed for effective policing in such challenging situations. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER: 



















Task 2 Option 2: 


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

Criminal justice faces ever more challenges from society. While official figures show a drop in police recorded crime in the UK the distribution of crime shows a more complex pattern with violent crime showing a rise. 

[bookmark: _Int_iqtpDieQ]In regard to community policing chose an incident that you have attended that presented a complex issue for the community, and that you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
 Critically evaluate a range of interventions that you have employed to promote community engagement that assisted in resolving the issue. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 
















Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 


I was involved in a road traffic collision (RTC) and although this incident did not turn out to be serious it was an incident that could have turned into a serious incident. 
	The incident involved only one car, a white Mercedes-Benzes A-class, this is a sport’s type model that Mercedes-Benzes make. The incident was being reported by a male who lived across the road from where the car was currently situated, having crashed into a building site fencing area. The male who was reporting the incident was also reporting that there were two people walking away from the car as we were on route to the call. The incident was recorded at a time of the night which might indicate that the had been drinking as it was around closing time for most of the pubs in the area, this is back up with if we take information from the government website, on the number of road traffic collision by time of day into consideration. Between the hours of 2300 and 0100 hours there were 700 collisions involving the driver being over the prescribed legal limit for alcohol. (Department for Transport, 2014) 
As we were getting to the car, I could see one male moving away up an allay away from the car. My first thought was to chase after the male while my colleague spoke to the reporting person the other side of the road. Upon catching up to the male I detained him and led him back to the car. The male was slurring his words and told me on body worn camera that he had been drinking throughout the day but had insisted numerous times that he was not driving the car and didn’t know who had been driving the car, he also had slight injuries to his legs and face. 

As we were on the scene quickly, I started to consider the golden hour principles to preserve evidence. The golden hour is “a term for the period immediately following the commission of an incident or an offence when material is abundant and readily available.” (The Golden Hour safecall). As stated, we were on the scene quite early and we had a witness who quickly thought after hearing the crash to take a photo of the people involved standing around the car, however this person decided he did not want to get involved and refused to give officers a statement as he could see one of the people involved lived close to his address. The added an extra complication to the incident now as we had no witness other than what was said to the PSC and the car itself. There was an addition complication about to show itself with this incident as the car’s registered owner (RO) was about to present herself to ourselves. I had local knowledge of the street this crash had occurred on, and the female RO had appeared on a street she could have got to from walking through alleys from where I first caught up to the male. She also had the car keys for the car in her hands as I approached her. Once details were taken of this female I went to establish if the car had been tampered with as the female was stating she was not driving the vehicle and did not know the male who had already stated he was a passenger. I started to consider not only drink driving but now the more prevalent drug driving.  “NPCC has published a report which states that ‘drug driving is now more prevalent than drink driving”. (Taylor, 2023) 
	
Both drink and drug driving have very similar punishment under the law. Should a person be caught drink or drug driving they are likely to face up to six months in prison, an unlimited fine, a minimum of 12 months driving ban, with drug driving especially if the drug is an illegal drug, the person will also have a criminal record. (GOV.UK, 2012) Although there will always be the need for criminal punishment when it comes to drink and drug driving, there is statistical evidence to suggest that more educational programs work with a greater degree of success in stopping drink driving. In 2000 there were 11,800 RTC’s involving drink drivers, in 2020 there were 4620. (Department for Transport, 2014) In the year 2000 the THINK! Campaign for road safety who run a range of safety campaign including drink and drug driving which by looking at the statistics for drink driving shows a dramatic impact in 20 years by lowering RTC’s involving a drink driver by lowering the number of incidents by 70%. Other countries in the world deal with this issue in different way, in the USA anyone convicted of driving under the influence can opt to have an ignition interlock device fitted. “An ignition interlock device (IID) is a small handheld car breathalyser device and measures the amount of alcohol in your breath. Installing one is a common requirement following a drunk driving offense” (LifeSafer Ignition Interlock, n.d.) 
When I reflect on the incident, I also note that the road the RTC has occurred on has an issue with drivers speeding. The road is a long road with a residential street on one side of it and a grassy verge on the other, the road has slight bends and long straights making it ideal for a car to build up speed quickly. There are 2 fixed speed cameras place at either end of the road indicting a history of speeding issues. The incident took place between the two speed cameras on this road. There were no break marks on the road near to the RTC, which would indicate that the motor vehicle was traveling at speed prior to crashing. 
Criminal punishment for speeding in a motor vehicle is a fine and points on your driving license this punishment affect other things for drivers like increasing the cost of vehicle insurance, however as with drink driving education is step in an overall strategy to reduce drivers’ speed. Most drivers’ education stops once they have a license as to acquire one there is the need to complete a theory test. Once most people pass this, they don’t look at the highway code again unless they are caught doing something wrong and are required to. This could be changed as the highway code updates regularly and there are only the main points of change highlighted to drivers using social media and mainstream media outlets. Should a person be caught speeding they have the option depending on the severity of the offence to go on a speed awareness course, this is an alternative to the normal criminal punishment. “Just four in ten (40%) of individuals who took a speed awareness course go on to reoffend” (Fossdyke, n.d.) so why then don’t we make sure this course is part of theory test to new drivers to lower the statistics on people speeding on the roads in the UK. 
  In 2022 the Senedd voted to make Wales the first country in the UK to lower the normal speed limit from 30mph to 20 mph on residential roads. “The purpose of 20mph limits is to create conditions in which drivers choose to drive at no more than 20mph and so reduce the likelihood of collisions, and the severity of any that do occur.” (Transport, 2019) At 20mph the survival rate of a person being hit by a car is estimated to be 97%. (www.insurancefactory.co.uk, n.d.)
As stated above the RTC I have been discussing happened between to fixed speed cameras, fixed cameras or police mobile speed cameras have their uses however when drivers know they are there, their speed drops to prevent them having a speeding fine. The alternative to the fixed or mobile speed camera is the average speed camera. The average speed camera measures a vehicle’s speed over a set stretch of road to determine the average speed the vehicle was traveling. Average speed cameras are also proving to be more cost effective than fixed speed cameras. Research by the RAC foundation found “The average reduction in personal injury collisions of all severities was found to be 16%”. (www.racfoundation.org, n.d.) The RTC I have been discussing could have been prevented should the average speed cameras been imposed on the road; it also could have been prevented by having traffic calming measures in place such as speed bumps. Speed bumps are a road design which when several are placed at equal distance should prevent the vehicle building up any sort of speed before they reach the next speed bump. 
    The RTC I have been discussing has 2 of the 5 fatal five. “The main causes of road collisions and injuries are: Using mobile phones Driving while under the influence of drink/drugs Not wearing a seatbelt Driving too fast Driving carelessly” (www.lancashire.police.uk, n.d.)
Throughout the course of the calendar year police forces will concentrate their time, resources, social and mainstream media campaigns on differing aspects of the fatal five to lower the number of road users who want to willingly engage in any of them. For example, we know all police forces and the government run a campaign in November and December to target drink and drug driving one of the fatal five. These campaigns are usually combined with television advertisement and radio advertisement to ensure the maximum number of drivers are aware of these prior to starting them. The Christmas campaign for December 2021 to January 2022 resulted in “299 arrests for drink driving and 202 arrests for drug driving. Nearly 100 of those arrests—85 for drunk driving and 14 for drug driving—took place after traffic accidents.” [South Wales Police] These are the results for the whole of Wales. 
Upon reflecting on these results, we can think that that year over 500 people made the decision to take drugs or drink prior to using their vehicle. This would indicate that through no number of resources the government and police put in to reducing the amount of road traffic collisions, there are individuals who will decide that they want to do this and run the risk of having a RTC which could prove to be very costly for them individually and all other members of the public. There can be a number of educational programs available to people  to try to help prevent these collision but most of them seem to be available to a person as a reactive measure rather than a proactive measure. 
The RTC I have been discussing in this essay was more complex than most as we had images of the registered owner of the vehicle by the vehicle after it had crash but the witness refused to allow officers to have those photos or provide a witness statement, the male who stated he wasn’t driving, did not have a driving license nor was the drivers side car seat in any sort of position for him to have been the driver. He did provide a positive road side breath test, the registered owner also provided a breath test which was under the legally prescribed limit for alcohol, however still insisted she wasn’t driving and this was then left with her insurance company to decide there action as the driver wouldn’t have been insured as the female RO was the only named driver of the vehicle.  
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Task 2 Option 4


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Information and Intelligence

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	 
Critically analyse an investigation, that you have led, commenting on the effectiveness of the National Intelligence Model and the importance of the role played by cross border cooperation in relation to your information and intelligence. 
Reference how effective information and intelligence was used within your operation, and how you used specialist intelligence toles to support your complex investigation.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)






Answer: 


 

















Task 2 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)






Answer: 
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