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A non-biased jury: do they really exist?

To tackle this task, I will carry out thorough research using credible sources. 
It is of my knowledge that the jury is a panel of up to 12 members of the public selected at complete random. Sometimes a panel of a jury can be up to 9,10 or even 15 members.They are all legally obliged to attend. However, if you do not attend you can be fined up to £1000. There are requirements for being a juror and who can sit on a jury.Juries Act (1974, s.1.1.a) exercises that “he is for the time being registered as a parliamentary or local government and aged eighteen or over but under seventy-six”. Juries Act (1974, s.1.1.b) states “He has been ordinarily resident in the United Kingdom, the Channel Islands or the Isle of Man for any period of at least five years since attaining the age of thirteen.” 
Nevertheless, there are still members of the public who are exempt when it comes to jury service or, excused. If a citizen has not lived within the United Kingdon, Channel Islands or the Isle of Man for a selective period of up to five years since the age of thirteen then they are not eligible for the role of a juror. This due to either old fashioned and outdated views or not being fully intellectually developed; thus, further lacking the ability of full understanding and rationality. GOV.UK (no date) claims that if you have a serious mental illness or disability (i.e., Deaf, blindness), are the carer of someone with an illness or disability or are a new parent then you are exempt from juror duty. There are also the more obvious exemptions such as, knowing the plaintiff or claimant, if you work within a law firm (i.e., Lawyer, barrister, judge), if you do not understand English, if you are on probation.
[bookmark: _Int_sVgtZ8qp]Juries exist within criminal court hearings with jurors, which take place within the Crown Court for indictable-only offences. On occasions Juries can be used in civil cases where defamation is alleged. In the Crown Court jurors have an especially important, yet stressful role to come to an unbiased verdict on whether the defendant did or did not commit the crime they are being penalised for. This is based on evidence provided to them and facts that the Judge tells them about law. In doing this, the final verdict will be based solemnly on the law provided to them and all facts of the case rather than a biased opinion. The University of Law (no date) states that a jury's decision usually must be unanimous however, there are circumstances in which a majority verdict may be thought acceptable. This could be down to a numerous number of times where in multiple deliberations nobody could come to a unanimous decision. The University of Law (no date) further quotes that on a panel of 12 or 11 jurors, 10 must agree. On a panel of 10 ,9 must agree. Jurors who come to a split verdict or are unable to come to a verdict are known as a hung jury. If the Crown still intends to prosecute further, then a new jury must be rung in. Jurys do not exist in all courts. In most civil cases such as a personal injury action or family law cases then there is no jury present only a judge, Citizens Information (2021). 
[bookmark: _Int_PYSDjbT3]Jurors have strict abiding rules in which they need to follow. Legal guidance (2022, quoted Juries Act, 2019 S.20.D) “it would make it an offence for jurors to disclose information about any statements made, opinions expressed, arguments advanced, or votes casted by members of the jury during their deliberations in proceedings before the court, or to solicit or obtain such information.” Following this, Jurors are not allowed to have access to the internet for the period of the case, and if they are caught doing so then they could potentially face a fine or jail time as they would then be in contempt of the court. They will also be instructed by the court beforehand not to use their mobile phones or any form of technology and will further be instructed not to look on any media platforms for any information to do with the case. This is all to avoid false information being spreaded and the members decision being persuaded by inaccurate information.
Despite all this information and strictly abiding rules set out, people still beg the question though on whether jury's can be biased or not. Although it is not common, there was one case known in which a jury member who goes by the name of Joanne Fraill was found biased. Jason Deans and agencies (2011) drafted an article for the Guardian communicating that Fraill pleaded guilty in contempt of court after admitting to contacting the defendant, which then led to a multimillion-pound drug trial to collapse. The article states that Fraill was the first juror to be prosecuted for contempt of court for using the internet.
[bookmark: _Int_dB1SuwTa][bookmark: _Int_ZMmNLDGh]People this day in age are so easily persuaded by what they read online and do not realise the effects what they are reading can have on them. This then brings me into the thought of how a biased jury can also link into celebrities due to the new existential term ‘cancelled culture’ by mal-formed opinions, actions or public accusations, LexisNexis (2023). Due to this, celebrities are dropped by fans because of false accusations or sometimes nothing at all. Wion (2020) stated in their article how some celebrities like Justin Bieber and cast members from the show of ‘Riverdale’ have had false sexual harassment claims made against them by anonymous accounts on twitter. These tweets have then later been deleted. This then leads people to suspect that if people are so eager to spread False accusations and point fingers online for no reason, then how can you expect and trust people seeing that on a daily to act truthful and neutral in the court of law. 

[bookmark: _Int_42le1GgB][bookmark: _Int_qBBnmBUS]Well despite this, I believe Juries to still be incredibly relevant in the digital age. By having juries, you can avoid biased decisions due to the selection process and the fact that nobody you know is allowed to participate. Paul Mendelle (2010) authored an article emphasising on why juries are important. He quoted as follows “Think back to all the major miscarriages of justice of the last 50 years and you'd be hard pressed to find one where the fault lay with the jury. Overwhelmingly the miscarriages have been due to failures in other parts of the system – by police, by experts, by witnesses or by lawyers. If the evidence put before the jury is flawed, because it is tainted by impropriety, wrongly interpreted, ­inaccurate or incomplete, then you will get a flawed verdict.” I believe his statement to be incredibly valuable when considering whether jurors are still relevant in the digital age. Information is always falsely written all over the internet, no matter the topic. By ensuring that we have a randomly selected jury and the very strictly enforced rules as to no one is allowed to access technology or the media throughout the entirety of the case, I believe this proves how relevant a jury still is in a digital age. This further avoids complications such as information being altered.

[bookmark: _Int_zecMTAgV]In conclusion, I believe that a non-biased jury does exist. I believe this because jurors are solemnly relying on the facts of the case and law taught to them by the judge. They too have strict rules to abide by and have dire consequences to face if they were to go against them. I do also believe that a biased jury can exist. This being because of the circumstance with Fraill's case, on the other hand she faced the consequences of her actions. I do see why people are suspicious on whether juries are unbiased though especially after my following statements on how celebrities are affected by it on a daily and the affects it can have on the average being. Having said that, like Mendelle said in his article most miscarriages of justice in the past 50 or so years have been due to failures in other departments such as the negligence of lawyers, police, experts or witnesses. Sometimes crucial information to the case is left out from the jury due to being ‘irrelevant’ in the judges' eyes but then later found it was relevant. This not being the juror's fault as they are just going based on the information provided to them. Overall, I just believe that both can exist.
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