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The storyteller found that, there are many benefits to storytelling in the early years, one of these is that it helps to improve a child’s language skills. It can be a fun way for children to be accustomed to hearing many different words, these can be sounds and syllables that may not always be heard in an everyday conversation (Young accademics.com 2020). By reading to children, they will start to recognise and understand the pronunciation of different words and can start to recognise sentences and how there organised. It can also help to boost a child’s memory, as when you are reading to them, they then must remember what is happening, the characters and even some important details, so they can then retell the story themselves, or answer questions you might ask them. (Young accademics.com 2020). It also encourages a sense of enthusiasm for reading and writing, can help to develop a cultural and moral understanding and helps to build creative thinking, cognitive skills and importantly imagination (Young accademics.com 2020). As for digital literacy this helps to provide children access to new opportunities to their learning (Jobskills.org). 

The storyteller found that using the pictures in the book was helpful as you can point to them and show the children what you are reading to them, it can help the child with picturing what is happening within the story. For nearly 40 years following on from the work of Bruner and Ninio (1978) and also the framing within the Vygotskian approach (Vygotsky, 1978), researchers have gone on to investigate how the sharing of books including picture books, affect the development of young children. In doing this its been looked on as a particularly successful technique especially with the scaffolding of a child’s language and cognation (Van Kleeck, 1998), it has also been argued when it comes to picture books that the embody specific features which can make them powerful when it comes to learning language (Murray, 2014)(Society for research in child development, No Date). When it comes to good picture books, they are presented with essential features which could be of an event or object, but however they can lack elaboration and/or detail and could be simple lined drawings. These drawings are commonly done repetitively, and have little variation within them, which then goes on to facilitate acquisition of all the different concepts that are depicted in them. You can then go on to support this by the fact that, unlike the brief displays of real-life situations in particular emotions or actions, picture books means that the young children can then go on to review and even rehearse/role play the story at their own pace. Pictures can also provide opportunities for more abstract development, this could be the reflection on what the meaning of different events and there causes and what the characters perspectives and intentions are (Murray, 2014) (Society for research in child development, No Date). Notably, there are a number of early on observational studies that show, that in comparison to other different activities that go on within the classroom such as playtime or even mealtimes, when it comes to shared reading with their mothers, the mother tended to label the objects more frequently and the children are also provided with a more informative and consistent feedback (Snow & Goldfield, 1983; Wells, 1985) (Society for research in child development, No Date). 
Rhymes, songs, music, and poems are believed to be important for all children, this is because they can be fun, enriching, engaging and most importantly worthwhile. Engagement with language in different forms such as rhyme, song and poetry can extended and enhance the quality and volume of the language the children are exposed to. It can also offer an opportunity for children to enjoy and use language in different ways and in doing this it provides another way of saying ‘more than is necessary’ this in turn then supports the language development and acquisition (Sally Neaum, 2012). These types of activities help to engage all age groups of children in a wide range of language play. Having this playful way of approaching language can be and is important towards the appreciation of our language as a whole. We are able to play around with, manipulate and even alter the language for a playful effect. We can use it to make puns, jokes and rhymes, we can also make up some words and even nonsense words (Sally Neaum, 2012). There are some theorists that have come forward with a wide view on the benefits of rhymes, one of those is Kenney (2005) who has written, ‘The more rhymes children know, the more ideas they have to think about’ (p. 28). Also, their experience with different rhymes, whether there obtained from being recited orally or from storybooks, does correspond positively with some far-ranging measures of a child’s development in their language skills (Sage Journals 2023). It has been shown that there is a positive link that is shown between nursery rhyme knowledge and the familiarity and then later a child’s reading outcomes which is believed to have been proceed through the enhanced phonological sensitivity which is offered to the children through rhyme (e.g., Bryant, Bradley, Maclean, & Crossland, 1989; Dunst, Meter, & Hamby, 2011; Hayes, 2011)(Sage Journals 2023). However, our own queries, regarding the benefits and the potential of rhyme is a lot more specific, could rhymed stories go on to help a child’s language development, this is because children make what they have heard, stand out for their learning and memory? This then gives them a diverse and strong vocabulary and is a central task of their early language development, when it comes to storybooks these provide good exposure to a lot of different words that are not often heard within their daily lives. The question is also when there are storybooks that are rhymed, does those words then make them more memorable? (Sage Journals 2023). When it comes to adults in an experimental setting, rhyme can make word pairs (Bower & Bolton, 1969), ‘exact words’ (Tillman & Dowling, 2007) and ‘story events’ (Hayes et al., 1982) then easier to for them to remember rather than when passages or pairs are written in sequence. What about the children? Despite the universality of rhyme within the life of a young child and the foundations of teachers and parents, there is only a little amount of observed research has investigated whether the children’s books in rhyme/verse go on to provide the children with any type of extra help with remembering what they have learned or taught from the story being told. Children have a lot to remember from a story that has been read to them, this can be anything from the sequence of events, the moral of the story, pictures and even the vocabulary, etc (Sage Journals 2023). Researchers within the last forty years who have gone on to directly compare rhyming vs prose stories have found many different things. However, Hayes and his colleagues have uncovered that there are possible negative impacts of rhyme on the memory of children age ranged between 4 to 6 years, when they were asked about what the event were in the story. (Hayes, 1999; Hayes et al., 1982; Johnson & Hayes, 1987). Sheingold and Foundas (1978) were able to find that children remembered just as many of the story’s details and could recall them by 6 years old, when they were told a rhyme vs a prose version, but also the rhymed stories went on to give the children an advantage when it came to remembering the story’s sequence of events (Sage Journals 2023). Addition to this, the children could recall a lot more of the rhyming words of the story being told compared to another details  (Hayes et al., 1982), they also demonstrated a better word for word recall (Johnson & Hayes, 1987) despite the reduction in their overall paraphrasing abilities. Foundas and Sheingold (1978), has written that the ways of rhyming stories could be more memorable or interesting for the children, but also how rhyming could then potentially detract from the overall narrative of the story being read (Sage Journals 2023).

The different ways stories are being told to told to children is becoming more interesting every day. When it comes to digital story telling it is at the most basic of core is the practice of using a computer to tell different stories (Educational uses of Digital Storytelling, 2023). There are many different terms that can be used to describe this digital practice such as digital essays, electronic memoirs, computer-based narratives, documentaries and interactive storytelling, etc, but in a generally area they all can revolve around the main idea of amalgamating the art of storytelling within a wide variety of multimedia this includes audio, graphics and also web publishing. With traditional storytelling, the digital stories also focus on specific topics and can also provide particular points of views. However, like the name implies the digital stories contain mixtures of computer-based text, images, recorded audio narration music and video clips. Like story books digital stories can vary in there length, although most stories which are used in an educational setting typically go on to last for around 2-10 minutes (Educational uses of Digital Storytelling, 2023). The stories that are usually used in storytelling can range from anything between historical events, exploring different communities, personal tales, the search for life on other planets and literally everything else that in between. Even though there is an emphasis on using computer technology, the use of digital storytelling is not a new form of practice. One of the most noted pioneers of this field is called Joe Lambert, who was the co-founder of the ‘Centre for Digital Storytelling or CDS, which is a non-profit arts organization which is based in Berkeley, California. The CDS assists children and adults in sharing and creating personal narratives which is through a combination of digital media tools and thoughtful writing since early 1990’s. The use of computers for storytelling has opened up a whole new world and market. It is very hard to put an exact definition on to digital storytelling as you are able to use the term in many different ways (Frank Van Gils, No Date). Storytelling can be used and is used in many different forms and ways. Story telling can offer powerful methods in which to educate children. With the new digital era that’s happening, storytelling has taken on a new meaning. During the 1400s this was already clear when stories were used to educate children. When it comes to story telling things have changed from education to purely entertaining children and adults, however with the arrival of the new medium, stories have become interesting again when it comes to looking at it for educational purposes (Frank Van Gils, No Date). I you look at how popular Sesame Street is, where they teach children through storytelling, should it be investigated to see if digital storytelling could go on to help with children’s education and, also the power of this new different medium doesn’t stop there. Its possible that digital storytelling can offer new ways to learning for an older age group of children, pupil’s and also students. But it could also be considered even if it could go on to offer new different possibilities, there must be support and an interest to help introduce the new kind of applications proposed (Frank Van Gils, No Date).
In conclusion the storyteller found that although digital story telling is good and can be easy to do, using the traditional way is better and can create bonds between a child and their care giver. Also rhyming books can help a child with remembering facts and events of a story, which can be useful for children who may find it hard to retain information well. 
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