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APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL

In order for research tO result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted
ethicall y. A researcher may not be covered by the Ul1liversiity's insurance if etllical
approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The Unive rsity follows the OECD Frascati manuall definitfon of research activity : "creative work
undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge
of man, culture and society, and the use of ths stock of knowledge to devise new
applications™. As such this covers actlivmes undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate
research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on
dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the "pr incipal researche r".

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits , performance reviews , quality assurance
studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and lliterary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completiillg AWL sections of the form.
This form must be completed and approved prior t0 1mde rtald11g any research activi ty. Please see

Checklist for details Of process for different categories of application .

SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)

Full Name: XXXX XXXX

Tick all boxes whicha | |[:

Member of staff: D Student: Honorary research fellow: D

Faculty/S.chool/Centre: Educat ion

Campus: Swans ea

E-mail address: XXXX

Contact Telephone Number: 07527443172

For students :

Student Number: 148511 IIJndergraduate| D
) S . Taught

Programme of Study: MA Educatio n: Teach , First Postgraduate 18l

Director of Studies/Supervisor. XXXX Research D

SECTION B: Approva | folr Research Activity

Hasthe researchactivity receiived approval in princip le?

(pleasecheckthe Guidance Notes astothe appropriate approvalprocess | YES| D | NO| 18)
for different levels of research Ibv different categories of iindividual}

Date
If Yes , please indicate source of ResealrchO eatirus Committee D
approval (and date where known):
Faculty Re search Committee D
Other (write in} D

Approval in principle must be obtaiined from lihe relevant somce prior to seeking ethical approval.
October 2016 1 Ethical Approval Form vs
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SECTION C: Extem al Ethical Guida nc¢e Materials

Please list the core ethical guidance doc:uments that have been referred to during the completion of this
form (including any disciplne specific codes of researchethics, and also any specific ethical
guidance relating to the proposed methodology). Please tick to confirm that your

research proposal adheres to these codes and guideliines .

BERA . (2011). Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research. | ondon: BERA. 181

Great Britain. (1998). Data Protection Act. London: Stationary Office. lii

D
SECTION D: Exterinal Colllaborative 'Research Activity
MDUES UTe TESEArCIT acuvity TMVOIVE CONAauoTatons UUTSTUE O D I 181
the University? YES | | NO

If Yes, please provide the name of the external organisation and name and contact details for the
main contact person:
Institution

Contact person name

Contact person e-mail address

Whe: 1w ch activit is carnied out in co'llaboration with an external o anisation

Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system? YES D NO

I Yes, least attachaco ofan finala roval orinterim a rovall from the or anisation

SECTION E: Details Of Res earch Activity

A critica | analysis of the extent to which Year $15. ng!'s i Additional
Language learners (specifi calllly Yemeni Arabic lea rners) respond to
Indicative title; interventions, for instanceword clines and context clues challenges,
to increase engagem-e nt and accellerate progress in vocabu lary
development.

Proposed start date: February 2017 Proposed eridl date: June 2017

Purpose of research activity (including aims and objectives)

Outline the purpose, aims and objectiives of the research activ ity, including I<ey research questions .
Show briefly how existing research has informed the proposed activity and explain what the research
activity will add and how it addresses an area of importance . (Maximum 300 words)

EAL learners can find it hard to access the curriculum because of poor language skills. Within my school there
is a high percentage of EAJL learners, and the biggest challenge is 'he acquisition and development: of

vocabu lary. This can result in lower attainmernt and therefore developing the vocabulary of learners is important
across the school. The attaiinment of Yemeni Arabic learners is lower than all olher gwoups of EAL !learners in
School X, and is therefore removing this attainment gap a school priority. Therefore, itis imporiant, asa teacher,
I learn to provide .appropniate pm vision for these children. (Furiher rationale and conlext of research can be
found in Appendix One).

A.ims

To explore and develop different strategies to help suppori students with the development of vocabulary (both
acquisition and use). I will then measure and iefleot on the impact of these inlerventins on sludent

eng agementand progress.

Keyreseai  nestions:
w do Year Six Arabic Yemeni learners experience a range of vocabul ary dlevelopmenl interventions?
hat do Year Six Arabic Yemeni learners most when learning: and applying new vocabulary?
How does a range of vocabulary development interventions impact on 'he academic progress of learners?

October 2016 2 Ethical Approval Form vs
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Objed ives:

To develop a mnge of vocabulary developmentillterventions , using research and learner voice data, between
F,ebruary 2016 and July 201¢

Compare the views of indiviichi all leamers Owarcls a range of vocabulary development inl erventions.

To develop leanner self refleclion opportu, ties

Anticipated outcomes:

Greater awareness of factors whii ch iimp acl the development of vocabulary.

Enhanced interventions to increase engagement and enhance accelerated progress in vocabulary
development.

Identification of potential other challlenges faced by Arabic Yemeni children, other 1han having English as an
additional language, which influence their acquis.ilion and use 0lvocabulary,

Proposed methods

Prov ide a brief summary of all the methods tihat may be used iinth e research activity , making it clear what
specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those list d in this se ctio are deemed
appropriate later, additional! ethica I! approval for those methods will be needled. (Maximum 600

words)

Overview

Under the proposed plan, | shalluse a mixed-methods design usingboth quanlitative and qualitative
methodologies to analyse how learners with limited English profici ency respond to intervention strategies. to,
develop vocabulary. Tlliree sources of data wil | Ibe collected for each research quesl ion lo enable triangulation
of data, and thus increase the validity of the research (furtner justificati on for 'he dala colllecti on methods can

be found in appendix one). —
tud nl Input

, 5

51 01/Hd":J«li./ i

This is a post positj\{isl methodgogy as Ihe ST Academic and
Context of the Spegiic students involved is Sonciete oo i
interventions. Mitra (2004) highlights the (doing| hsl'ir,g an
importance of learner voiice; | also plan to /experience
develop student voice, refleclid!, and Active Reflective
feedback , and use thi s to feed into the Ex!perimentation Observation
development of tile interven tion strategies. (planning / trylr,g 001 (relliewlpgreneding

what oy havelcamo&]Dstract on U.e;@rﬁo)

s onedsdevelonsd S omifeb raelige

L Conceptualisation
experiential cycle, to develop a range of

(conc!udillg | leamin,g

interventions; feeding in academic and from thee, per.ell,.e
professional literature , teacher reflection and Figure One: Action researc:licycle to be followed; an ad&ptat/on of
student voice . Kolb's expenentlal teaming cycle (McC/eod, 2010J

Therefore, under the pmposed plan, ; sllalll fo [ll ow three action research cycles , each time feeding in theoretical
and academic resea rch , alo:ngsid e learner voice, to develop interventions and strategies.
In dicative Plan

Time ! and Challenaes
Undertake literature revi iew.

Weeks One lo Literature review of Parental language

Four Gacther basel ille attainment data interven tion s and needs - getting consent
and writing samples . strategies to develop letters lranslaled by

vocabulary with EAL Arabic Yemeni link staff.

Disc: s research with participants learners in other
and secure linformed consent. colillexts. Engagement research
| nform parents. questions
Undertake initial quest lionnaiires Baseline data for Students complete
with participanl s {YementArabic analysi.s . questi onnaire with adult
st udents in cllass) usi ng a Lilkert to ensure they
sc alle questionnaire to assess understand the
baseline engagement (Appendix voc abulary.
Two}.
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Weeks Five to
Eight

Cyde One

Construe! iinitial strategiies (Under
the current pllan run this for four
weelk s to embed it).

Introduoe séelf-reflectionand

fee dlbaok methods with students
using De Bono's PMI model

( Appendix Three).

Keep a weekly teacher refleciion
diary.

New strategy resources
created if needed.

Sludents confident wilh
self-reflecti on
strategies .

Use initiall st rategy.

Three self-reflections oti
students' response to
new strategy over time.
This all'ows tior students
to become contiident
with new sfrategy.

Teacher reflective diary

and obserrvational
notes.

Students not engaged
with self-refleclionas it
involives wriling which is
part of challenge lhis
action research is aiming
lo address therefore
students are given a
choice of methods to
record M in cluding sellf-
video recording on iPad.

Weeks Nlin e 10
Twelve

Cyc lle Two

Based on feedback adapt or
develop new
intervention/straleg ies.
Silt nis continue with self- reflecti
on and feedbac k strategies
weekly.

Keep a. weekly teacher refleciion
dia.ry.

New strategy resources
created if needed.

New strategy
infroduced lo sllldents.

Three self-reflections 01
students' response to
new strategy over time.

Teacher reflective diary
and observational
notes.

Schoo Il Easter holidays.

Weeks Cyclle Three New strategy resources | Naltonal SATs lest
Thirteen lo created if needed. week.
Fourteen Based on feedback adapt or

develop new New strategy

intervention/stralegies. introduced to students.

Students continue with self- Three self-re flections of

reflec ti on and feedback strategies students ' response to

weekly. new slralegy over time.

Keep a weekly teacher reflection Teacher reflective diary

dia ry. and obserrvational

notes.

Week Undertake ques!iionnaiires with Data collecled and Students complete
Seventeen to participants to gauge engagement analysed in compafison | ques.lionnaire with adult
Twenty using same Likert soale with baseline data. to ensilire they

questionnaire from Ibaselli ne
assessment

Collect attainment data and wriiting
sam ples.

Wriite up reseaich.

Completed Action
Research Report.

undlerslandl the
vocabulary.

October 2016
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Indicative strategies that may be developed
- Vocabulary scavenger hunt to iincrease
- Creating word clineswiilh students lo encourage the depth of vocabu lary. (Appendix Five}

- Provide studentswitih context clues ctiaillenges and scaffoldls to dlevelop students' abillitylo identify 1he
meaning of vocabulary. (Appendix Six)

L o ca tion of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will [l take place.

XXXX

Research activity outside of the UK

If research activity will take place overseas , you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical
considerations are oompllied with and that the relevant permiss ions are sought Specify any local
guide lines (e.g. fi,orn local professiona | associations/leam ed socie ties/unive rsities) that exist and
whether these involve any ethical stiipulations beyond those usuall in the UK (provide details of any
licenses or permissions required). Also specify whethe r there are any specific ethical issues raised
by the local context in which the research activ ity is taking place, for example , particular cultural
sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants.

Not applicable

October 2016 5 Ethical Approval Form vs
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SECTION F: Scope of Resea rch Activ ity

Will the research activity include;

YES NO
Use of a questionnair,e or similar research instrm:nent? I
Use of interviews? D 181
Use of diaries? 181 D
Participant observation with their knowledge? D
Participant observation without their knowledge? D 181
Use of video or audio recording? D 181
Access to personal or confidential information without the participants ' specific D 181
consent?
Administration of any questions,, test stimuli, presnation that may be D 181
exoerienced as ohv sicallv mentallv or emotiona llv harmiul / otfensive?
Performanc,e of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem? D 181
Inv estigation of participants iin volved in illega | activities? D 181
Use of pocedures that irvolve deception? D 181
Administration of any substance, agent 0' | lacebo? D 181
Working with live vertebrate ani ima |ls? D 181
Other primary data collection m ethods , please explain in this box: c
Student self-reflection usin.o DeBono 's IPMI onid 181 J

If NO to every question, then the reseairch actMty is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from
some of the follo wing sections {please refer to Guidance Notes}.

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval
has been obtained.

October 2016 6 Ethical Approval Form vs
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SECTION G: Intended Participants

Who are the intended partici jants:

YI:S NO
Students or staff at the University? D 18
Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)? D IBI
Vulnerable adults? D 18
Children under 18? D
Prisoners? D 18
Young offenders? D 181
Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent rel ations hip D |
with the investigator or a gatekeeper? Il
People eng ged in illegal activities? D lii
Others (please identify): D 181

Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate ofthe expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and
how will thev be recruited?

Seven Yemeni Arabic students in my class.

Information for participants: YES NO NIA
Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in 181 D D
advance , so that they are informed about wihat to expect?
Will you tell participants that theiir participatiion iis voluntary? 181 D D
Will you obtain written consent for participaUon? 181 D D
Will you explain to participants that refusal! to padiicipate iin the 181 D D
research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)? If
the research is observatonal, will yoiu ask palrt cipants for their D D
consent to bein:Q observed?
Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the resea rch 181 D D
at any time and for any reason?
With questionnaires , will you give partic iip ants the option of cl cl
omitting Questions they do not want to answer? 18l
Will you tell participants that theiir data will be treated with full
confidentiality and that, if pulbllished, it willll not be identifiable as 181 D D
theirs?
Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation , in a

. 181 D D
wav appropriate to the type of research undertaken?

If NO to any of above questions ., please give an explanation

As a classroom teacher, | observe the learner's progress as part of the remit of my professional

practice, and therefo e observing the learner's!s not outside my usual practice.
|

Info rmat ion fair parti cij ants:

YES NO NIA
Will participants be paid? D D
Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with D D
participants?

October 2016 7 Ethical Approval Form vs
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Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or
University arising from this study?

Will the resead 1activity involve delib erately mis leading

particip ants in any way, or the partial or ull coicealmellt of the
specific study aims?

181 D

If YES to any question, pllease 1Providerull details

Not applicable

October 2016 8
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SECTION H: Anticipated Risks

Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the
researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them.

Risks to participants
For example: emaotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data,
sensitive arganisational information

All information will be anonymised.

Self-video recorded reflections by learners will be kept private and locked away. Once transcribed
and anonymised they will then be deleted.

As participants are just some of the class, this selection could be sensitive to students. Thereforgisc/etion
all data collection will always be done with complete discression, for example completing
questicnnaires with a TA during a time when targeted focus groups already occur. Then all the
vocabulary development intervention strategies will b done with the whole class, so students do
not feel singled out. Participants do not have to consent to the data collection, and will have the
opportunity to opt out at any time.

(this box should expand as you lype)

If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.q. sexual activity,
drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give
details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline
numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should
make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project,
it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

| shall follow the school child protection/ safeguarding procedures should | observe any behaviour
that contravenes the University's Code of Practice, illegal, or makes me concerned for a child's
safety or wellbeing.

(this box should expand as you fype)

Risks to investigator
For example: personal safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of
harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

MNot applicable.

(this hox should expand as you fype)

Universityfinstitutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

Not applicable.

(this hox should expand as you type)

Adverse outcomes
List measures put in place to limit any adverse effects or outcomes of research activity where
appropriate. Include any emergency protocols.

Mot applicable.

(this box should expand as you type)

QOctober 2016 9 Ethical Approval Form v5
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Disclosure and Barring Service

Ifthe research activity invelves children or vulnerable adults, a
Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must he obtained

before any contact with such participants.
YES NO N/A

Has a DBS certificate been obtained? = O O

SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

Feedback
What feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when?

Feedback will be provided to participants individually at regular intervals through the three reflective

cycles, However, the experience fc]:c[)other participants will not be shared with individuals.
Ol «

(this box should expand as you type)

Informed consent

Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is
involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before
data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be
obtained and recorded.

Discussion with participants about research and consent provided from participants in accordance
with BERA (2011) guidelines.

This research is in accordance with school guidelines for parental consent as per a consent letter
(Appendix Four) which shall be translated into Arabic by a school link (to ensure accessibility) and
is within the boundaries of normal classroom practice.

(this box should |:,._J‘:_\:1|i as vou type)

Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If
anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case.

Mames of pupil participants, schools and researchers will be kept anonymous throughout the
research, Once the assignment has been marked and returned, raw data will be destroyed.

(this box should expand as you fype)
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SECTION J: Data Piro tection and Storage

In completing this section refer to the University's Research Data Management Policy and the
extensive  resources on the Universay:s Research Data Management web pages

(htto:1/u wtsd.ac.ulk/llibrarv/research -data-manaoement/).

YES NO

Dces the research activity involve personal ! data (as defined by the Data

Protection Act)? D 181

If YES, provide a description of the data and explai nwhy this data needs to be collected:

Not applicable.

pes it in volve sensitiive personal data (as defined by the Data Protection D D
Act)?

If YES, provide a description of the data alld explain why this data needs to be collected:

Ethnic origin is used as thiis research focuses on id entifying interventions to support Yemeni-Arabic
learners to tackle the attainment gap between this group of l:.earners and other ethnic grops in
School X.

Will the research activiity il1lvolve any ofthe following activities: YES NO
Electron ic transfer of data in any fonm? D 181
Sharing of data with others at the Univ ersity? D 181
Sharing of data with other organisat lions? D 181
Export of data outside the European Uniion or importing of data from outside D 181
the UK?

Use of personal addresses , postcodes, faxes, emaiiils or telephone numbers? D 181
Publication of data that might allow identification of individual s? Cl 181
Use of data management system? D 181
Data archiving? D [E!

If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaini n g how this will be conducted in
accordancewith the Data Protection Act {and/or any internationalequ ivalent):

Not applicable.

October 2016 11 Ethical Approval Form vs
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ycilligvt/ri]rs research activity involve storing persona | data on one of the YES NO
g:

Manual files (i.e. in paper form)? Cl 181
University oomputers? D rgJ
Private company computers? D
Home or other personal!, c omputers? D 181
Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-driives/ memory stiiicks? D rgJ
"Cloud" stora.ge or websites? D Im
Other - specify: D 181

For all stored data, explai in the measl.u:es in place to ensure data confidentiality, including details of
password protection , encryption alld anon ymisation :

Data will be stored 011 s chool computers whiich are passwo rd protected , and stored in accordance
with the Data Protection Act (1998). Student feedback and assessment will be anonyrnised using
student codes when recording it.

List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

Class teacher of students (myself).

List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data d enerated by the resea rch activity :

XXXX {class teacher).

Give details of data stora:ge arrangements, iinclud irg where data wil | be stored, how long for, and in
what form. Will data be archived - if so how and i fnot Why not.

Data will be stored on Excell du nin g the research, and deleted once it has been analysed , the report
written , submitted , assessed , and return ed .
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SECTION K: Declaration

The information which | have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. | have
attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my
obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application | hereby confirm that | undertake to ensure that the above named
research activity will meet the University's Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice

Signature of applicant:

For students:

Director of Studies/Supervisor:

Signature:

Date:

For staff:

Head of School/Assistant
Dean:

Signature:

Date:

Checklist: Flease complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form
according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:

H | | have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

H || have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

| confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

B | | have attached a copy of final/interim appraval from external organisation (where appropriate)
= | understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will

meet the University's Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

| understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents
K | (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must
be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Head of School.

RESEARCH STUDENTS AND STAFF ONLY

All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to
paresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.

You will be informed of the outcome of your claim by email; therefore it is important that you check
your University and personal email accounts regularly.

STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit
this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.

This form is available electronically from the Academic Office web pages:
http://www uwisd ac.uk/academic-office/

October 2016 13 Ethical Approval Form v5
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Application Process

All staff research IPIrojects and all 'esearch students must submit the Ethical Approval Form to the
University Ethics Committee via the Postgraduate Research office (pgresearc h@uwt sd.ac .uk) . Staff
research directly ill r elatiol 1 personal study for laught undergradluale or Maslers programmes should be
submitted via the Faculty procedures explained below .

Taught masters and taught undej aduate research Etllical Appm val Forms are considered witllin
Facu lties . Faculties will provide details of the specific processes for | his. Vvtlere the Ethical issues within
any single ethical ap plication are of particular concern the Faculty willl refer 1hese 10 the Universily Ethics
Committee . Any student activity tlhal involves the collection of primary dala needs to undergo Ethical approva l,
this includes assiglin ellt work as weH as dissertations.

Notes for guidance in completion of thiis form

Sedion A: About You
Please complete all relevant sections

Sedion B: Approval for reseairch act,Mty
Research proposals must be app roved i1l principle before appl¥ing ior Ethical Approval. The proposal
approva | ,0 nly becomes final when the ethical approval is received.

The pmcess for proposal approval varies according the individiu all and programme of study:
* Research students, by application on form PGL1 to the Research Degrees Committee
» Taught students by review of research proposal within Faculties (Faculties provide specific details of
these processes)
» Staff, by agreement by the Head of School/AssistantDean

Section C: External Ethical Guidance materials

Many discipline areas are required to operate with the discipline specific oodles of research ethics (for
example health, psychology., educati on etc.), any such codes must be listed andl you must tick to confirm that
you have consulted with these.

Section D: Externa Collaborative Research ActMty

Provide details of the external collaborative partners, where appropriate you mighlwant to submit a copy of
the external colllaborat ion agreement with the Ethical Approval Form. If the pariner requires the research to
be subject to ils own internal Ethical approvall process Ihen please provtde details of 'hat process and a copy
of any final (or interim) approvals receiived from the organisation.

Sedion E: Details of Research Activity

Remember that the individuals reviewing this Ethica | Approva | Form may not have seen your research
proposal, and also may not be experts in the specific area of your research. The information prov!ded should
therefore be jargon free and clearly stated.

Indi cative Title: Iplease use the same tme as used on tlrle research proposal.

Purp ose: the Ethi c al approval process will want to ensure that the methods you propose are adequate and
appropride to address 'he research aims and objectives Excessive addiltonal data collection can be seen as
unethicalL

Proposed Methods: 'he [E!lhical app roval pmcess seeks to ensure that you understand lhe methods lha!:
are intended, and that the imp:lementation nf those methods will be appropriale and wrlho ut unnecessary
impact on respondents. Please be specific.

L ocati on: this needs to menti on geograph ical location and also looall situation (for example, within Local
Authority Offices in Cardi ff, using a private room but close lo other individu als). If you are collecting data
within an organisational setting th en you need to explain the permissions that you have obtained to do this.
Research Activity outside of the UIK: please complete Ihis section in detail, and note any gurdanoe you have
received. Also describe your own familiarity (or not) with the locati on that you will be ulilisi ng.

Section F: Scope of Research Activity

Please tick. ALL of the research activities that might be undertaken. If any addi'lionall types of activirly are
intended then please add an extra box and describe these.

If you have an swered 110to alll questions in F then sections G and J do not need lo be complleted. Section H
should be considered, and may be ccmplleled. Signatures are slilll required! in section K.
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Section G: Intended Particl; ants Please

Hok all categories tlhat might appiy.

Numbers & Souice : if you are usiirlg a senies of different methods or research activ ies please list numbers for
each stage/phase. Be cllear about how you will find respondents. Willi you use intermediaries, and if so how?
How will you ensure compliance with your sampling. strategy?

Informati on for partic ip ants: all p articipants should be appropriately informed aboul the research, what is
expec ted of them and what will happelllo the information that they provide. The Ethical review process
does not ask to see this documentation, but requires this to be reviewed and approved by the Direcior of
Studies in the case oi research stude 11lts, the supervisor/modu l'e tutor in relation to students on taughl'
programmes and the Head of Schooll/Assis anl Dean in relation to staff research.

Section H: Antici pate Risks
All research carries some level of risk. The answers you provide to questions in this seclion will be reviewed to
ensure that you lhave an appropniate unders tanding of the type of risks involved and how you can mitigate
against these risks.
Risk to partic ipants Think very carefully abou t how your actions/questions/discussions migl'l1l affect the people
you are involving as participants. Y.ou migh ticientify the risk as small bu! it would still be a risk. Many types of
question have the polelltial to malke respondents less content with !heir life | job; you need l.0 re 009nise
and try to ameliorate any sucheffecis
If these are business owners, tim e wiiih you may reduce profit.
In some locations physical! risk is very real to !both participants and yourseli , please consider this.
Risk to you, lhe researcher Think about where you will meet people , if there are any dangers involved in the
location. If you are meeting people as indiviiduals I think about usinga public place. In general do not visit
people in their own homes or rem ote locations. If you, are talking to individuals about ce rta in issues think about
how their responses mighl affect you emationally. What about the risk of colleding insufficient data? Risk to't
h e Unive rsity When undertakiin g your research ,, you are acting as a member of the University
{student or staff). Professiionallism is important, so it is important to be well organised and well prepared.
Punctuality , clarity etc. are all part of this. 11Vhat will: you do to ensure this? You must ensure yo u do not harm
the good name of the Univerdty in any way and d'o nothing to undermine the reputal fon of llle research it
conducts and sponsors. Uphdding high stalldards of conduct and integrily are vita | in this regard. You
must also conduct the research in such a way to minimise the potentia | for claims of negligence made against
the Univeirsity, its researchers and any col laborating ind ividual or organisation . In this respect you should
always complly with ethical, legal and professiona frameworks , obligations and standards as required by
statutory and regulatory a.u thorit iies, as well as the university's Research Integrity and Ethics Code of Practice.
Research misconduct in this respect can take many forms, iincluding:
« fabrication: making up results or other outputs {eg, artefacts) and presenting them as if they were
real
« falsification: manipilatingresearch processes or changing or omitting data without good cause
* pla.giari sm: using other people's material witholil! giving proper credit
« failure to meet ethic al, legall and professional obliga ti ons: for example failure to declare competing
interests; misrepresentation oi involvemert or authorship ; misrepresentalion of interests; breach of
confidentiality; la.ck of informed consen t; misuse of personal data; and abuse of research subjects or
material
« improper dealing with allegations of misconduct: failing to address possible infringements such as
attempts f.o cover up misconduct and reprisals againg whislle-blowers

Adverse Outcrnes. Think caefully about the possibilities, and cover here

Section I: Feedback , Consent and Con fjden tiality

Feedback to part icipan t s: outline your approach. Will interview transcripts be shared with respondents to check
accuracy? Will summanies of gilestiolm aire analysis be made available o respondents in some way? Will an
overview report be provid ed? How alld when?

Infor med conse nt: Draft letter/ e-mail / or heading (or footer) section of questionnaire must be approved by
DoS/supervisor {if researclh student), supervisor/modu le tutor if laugh! student, or Head of School /
Assistallt Dean if a. member of staff.

Gonfidentiality/Anonymity. Explain dlearly how you willensure confidenliialtty and anonymity.

Section J : Cata Protection and Storage

Before completing this section it is necessary to read the University's Research Data Management informatio n.
The g! estions that foll ow are designed to ensure compliance with Ure Data Protection Act as well as
established research pro-toools.
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Many research activities will involve electronic transfer oi data and use of data management sys.terns in |lhe
summarisal ion and analysis of data. You v il need to explain Hlese in relation to compliance with the Data
Protection Act.

Think carefully aboul who wm have access to your data, this will iinc lude supervisors and examiners. Also that a
thesis will be made available via the University librar,y and the British Librar,y syslem If you are seeking
an access bar for a peniod of time after completion then menti on tt here. If you willl provide a copy of your
findings or intend to give a presentation to a faciltating/ supporlingaccessing organisation then explain
that in this section. Bui also think about the general princiiple of data sharing, as explained in the Research Data
Management informaliom.

Ih terms of storage of datapllease ensure securiily, and also mitigate against loss of data.

Section K: Declaration

Ensure the appropriate courntersignatures have been provided
Look carefully at the checklist and ensure that you comply with and! ticlk. all thal are relevant to your research.
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APPENDICES

A

Appendix One

Extend ed Methodology, Context, and Rationale

In tro duc tion

Historically, ethnic minority groups have been disadvantaged in terms of education compared with the
White British group (Lymperopoulou and Parameshwaran , 2014!). However, in recent years ,
disadvantaged pupils rom some etlhniic groups have seen a greater improvement in attainment
compared with White workin g ellass pupil s (Stokes et al., 2015). Research suggests, "some ethnic
groups appear to be more resii ent to the pressures of poverty on educational attainment' (Stokes
et al., 2015). This is evident with School X where the school population has a proportion of
students from areas of high unemployment and deprivation, and from many different ethnicities:
the achievement of pupils in School Xis judged, by Ofsted, as outstanding, however an attainment
gap between the Arabic Yemeni children and other ethnic groups is presently being addressed by

the school. Therefore, within thiis research | aim fo:

Cr itica lly ana lyse the extent to which Year Six English as an Additional Language learners
(specif icall y Yemeni Arabic learners) respond to interventions, forr instance word clines and
context clues challlenges, to increase engagement and accelerate progress in vocabulary

developma t.

Below | first outline the context and rationale for the research in greater depth. Then | analyse the
nature of the proposed inquir Subsequentily | explain the indicative structure of the methoddogy,
selection of participants, consideration ofc onsent , and provide a detailed outline of the

methodologies and ratiiollale for the proposed data collection.

Context and rationale for research

School X {anonymised for ethical reasons; Morrow and Richards, 1996; BERA, 2011) is a large
primary school , for 3 to 11 year olds, in iin ner city Birmingham , with 863 students (School X, 2016).
The school draws its pupils from an area of high unemployment and deprivat ion: 38% of School
X's pupils are entitled to Free School Meals (this is over doubl:e the national average; Department for
Education , 2016). Almost all the students sp ak Elilglish as an additional language (Ofsted,
2013); English is not the first language of 84% of stattents in School X compared to the 20% nationa |
average (English Government, 2016). At present 30 different languag: are spoken, and pupils are
from over 40 different nationalmes. Nevertheless ,. the achievement of all groups of pupils is judged
as 'outstanding'by Ofsted (2013).

Ofsted (2013 p.17) previously identified that "a considerable strengh of the scha is its
thoroughly inclusive multicultural! enviimn ment, which promotes equal opportunities at all times. The
school tolerates no discrimination through gender, ethnicity, disabillity or special educational
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needs". The schooll popu llation iis made up predominantly of pupils of Asiian heritage. There are
substantial minonities of Somalli (6%) and Yemeni (21%) children, as well as some children of African-
Caribbean and European origin . Languages spoken by children in School X include Arabic , Urdu,
Mirpuri  (a Punjabi dialect)) Bengdi, Gujerati Hin di, Bosnian and Somali. Despite the
excellent progress of all children in Schooll X, the schooll has identified, in its self-evaluation for
2016, that students firom the Arabic-Yemeni heritage currently underpertorm in companison to their

peers. Therefore, the school identifies the need to, "eradicate the dap between OYEM emeni

attainment and progress and that of all other ethnic groups, particul larly focusing on bo-"S  Th us,
the school has created an action pllall to address the issue of the underperformance of Yemen i
children. This includes, for example, parent events , and targeted read ingsupport. This highlights
the importanceof equal opportunities ; not necessarily treating every student equally but ensuring
every student is treated equiitably in school X. Thus, within this research | aim to develop strategies
,to support EAL learners wiitihin my practice, specifically focusing on Arabic Yemeni learners.
Literature shows that early approaches to EAL provision included students being withdrawn from
mainstream education however, Leung and Creese (2010) identifies that the mainstream
curriculum is where a large proportion of EAL teaching and learning is now meant to take place
(Bourne, 1989). This is due to a combination of concerns raiised inthe llate 1980s regarding ,
"marginalisation of ethnic minority pupils” (Commis sion for Racial Equal ity} , and conclusions in the
Swann Report, Education for All, that students made increased progress when mixed with English
speaking peers (DES, 1985). This focus on mainstream classroom teaching and learning for EAL
pupils emphasises the importance for teachers to have a good understanding of appropriate
pedagogcal approachesto suppart all students in mainstream classroom activities; it highlightsthe
importance to explore altennatives, reflect on, and develop support approaches for each individual
EAL student.
| have olserved children in. my class , and found many (but not all) children from an Arabic-Yemeni
heritage are less e ga in devélopillg the breadth and depth of their vocabulary . This is
particularly true of boys, as found ac:ross the school (Schodl X self-evaluation report). Therefore
through this research | am aim to develop interventions and strategies to enhance this engagement,
and classroom strateges 1 can implement to support EAL students, but specifically my Arabic-
Yemen students. This is an area | feel now needs development to ensure all students succeed to
the best oftheir ability in my classes, in addition to fittin g in with the whole school action plan toclose
the gap between the progress and attain ment of Arabic-Yemeni students and their peers.
Therefore, it is important that, as a teacher , | learn to provide appropriate provision for these students
to ensure they can access the curriculum.
School X is also a Right's Respecing school and children are encouraged to be aware of the
responsibilities that go with these (School X prospectus). The school also has a very active student
school council. Public Health England (2015; p.14) identifies involviin g students in decisions that
impact on them can beneliit theiir emotional h ealth and wellbeing by helping them feel part of the

school... and to have some control! ov er their lives". IIn addition, the literature highlights, on an

October 2016 18 Ethical Approval Form vs




P, Prifysgol Cymru
£ ¥ Drindod Dewi Sant

" University of Wales PG2/E1 FORM

Trinity Saint David

individual level, involving students in decisions that impact them, can also help students gain belief
in their own capabilities, including building their knowledge, thus enhancing engagement and
cansequently attainment (Public Health England, 2015; Toshalis, and Nakkula, 2012; Mitra, 2004).
Thus, student voice is already embedded within the school, and within this research | aim to try

and mobilise it with focus students to increase engagement, and thus attainment.

Research Paradigm: the nature of the inquiry

The proposed methecdology follows a post positivist paradigm as the context of the specific
students involved is critical to the development of the interventions developed and the level of their
engagement and progress throughout the research. Within this research emphasis is placed on
explanation and understanding of the unique and specific individual case of developing
interventions to support engagement and vocabulary development of Arabic Yemeni learners in my
year six class. This aim is specific and unique rather than being general and universal, and
requires qualitative as well as quantitative data collection methods. Overall the interest of this
research is subjective, rather than absolute. (Burrell and Morgan, 1979; Kirk and Miller, 1988),

thus, this research is idiographic (Cohen, Manion, and Marrison, 2007).

Proposed Methodology and Ratiopaliionale - this needs to justify the

Under the proposed plan, | shall G¥/CF MHi@detHdds design using both quantitative and
qualitative methodologies to carry out action research to explore and develop different strategies to
help support Arabic Yemeni students with the development of vocabulary.

Structure of proposed research

Within the literature there are many definitions of action research. Mills (2000) suggests 'Action
Research is inquiry or research in the context of focused efforts to improve the quality of an
organisation and its performance”. Calhoun (1994) simply suggests that it requires studying what is
happening currently, finding a way to make it better, and assessing its impact. Baumfield, Hall and
Wall (2013) suggest action research in education is learning through practitioner enquiry. Kolb
suggests, “Leaming is the process whereby knowledge is created through the transformation of
experience” (1984, p. 38). Kolb's experiential learning cycle maps very closely to traditional action
research cycles (Figure One). This research uses three cycles of Kolb's experiential cycle.
However, simply following these reflective cycles can lack external input (Miettinen, 2000). It is
important to remember the element of context identified by Mills and Calhoun. Therefare, into my
proposed research cycle (Figure One) | have included a ‘Literature Experience’ input (similar to
Rolfe et al.'s What reflective model; 2001), and ‘Student Experience’ input (inspired by Brookfield's
lenses; 1995). The aim of this cycle is to ensure | explicitly reflect on my practice through the action
research, to draw meaningful conclusions, and modify my practice (Wetzstein and Hacker, 2004).
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Figure One: (a) Kalb's experiential teaming style represented by a tourstage teaming cycle (McCeod,
2010). (b) Action Research cycle.

Student Input
(Student feedback | se(f-

reflectio nh d . d
Aca emlc an
Concrele Theoretical Input
Expenence  ---% ’I (Reviewing the literotvre)
/ I i(doi n g | having an
experience)
Active Reflective
Ex erimentation Observatio
(planning / Irying out (reviewingl reHecling
what you have learned) on the experience)

| Abstract l

Conceptualisation
(concludingl learniing
from the experience)
Figu re Two: Adaptation of Kolb 's experiential learning cycle.

Therefore, under the proposed plan, I shall follow three action research cycles, each time feeding

in research alongside learner voice, to develop interventions to enhance vocabulary development.
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Research Participants

The research participants will be a purposive sample (non-probability sampk: Cohen Manion and
Morrison, 2007). They shall be the seven Arabic Yemenii children in my home class (as opposed to
literacy and numeracy classes, which are set). This group is derived from the focus of this research
to tar get Arabic Yemeni learners, specifically because these students do not necessarily au
rep resent the wider student populations engagement with tearniing and attainment progress ; they
simply represent themselves. Furthermore, as well as the attainment of this gmp being different to
the whole population , the attainment, and attitudes of indliividuals within this group is very heter
a@enous. This wil be important to consider during the research process. This purposive
sample is appropriate as | do not intend to generalise the findings beyond the sample in question

(Cohen, Manion, and Morrison ,2007).

Consent

Punch (2000) asse rts, "all sociall research iinvolves consent, access and associated ethical issues, sin
ceiti ased on data from people about people". Therefore , before the first resea rch cycle |
shall speiak to' 1 the children individually, expl aining, what :am tryillg to fih d out, what is involved in
participating, why the ir particiip.atiion is necessary, how the research will be used , and highlighting
that they will not be able to be iidentified through the research in accordance with BERA (2011)
guidelines.Students will be tolld that they have the right to withdraw from the research for any or no
reason, at any time (that is the separate data collection which is separate from the rest of the class;
BERA , 2011) . Thus , students will be facilitated to make full in formed consent (Appendix Four}. In
addiHon, | shall send a lletter lhome to inform parents ; it willl explain the aim and content of the
research and advise them it is wiithin the boundaries of normal classroom practice (Appendix Four).

Both documents will include a translation into Arabic (by a school collle ague).

Data Collection

For each research question, | shall use mutple methods of data collection, so tile triangulaton of
tile data can strengthen the validity of the research. In adidition, the collection of both quantitative
and qualitative data will facilitate a mare holistic analysis of the impact of this project. Data

collection methods to address each research question are as folllows:

Research Question One: How do Year Six Arabic Yemeni learners experience a range

of vocabulary development intervention s?

Questionnaire
A questiionnaire {Appendix Two) will be used to assess student experience of, and
engagement with, learning and using new vocabulary. Students will complete it at

the beginning, before the first action research cyclle, to provide baseline
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assessmen,t and then it shall be used at the end of the third cyclle, so a comparison
can be made. The questionnaire utilises the Likert scale; this allows each statement
to be allocated a poiin ts value and thus quantified (Millis, 2000). | will get students to
complete the questiormaire with a TA durill9the morning, when students are
coming in. This is for ethiical reasons, as it is normall practice within School X for
TAs to complete individual targeted focus groups d this time of the day, and
ther,efore ensures focus children are not singled out

The andysis of the results from the baseline and final questionnaire will allow a
comparison of how exp erience students have of learning and using new ocabulary
has changed through the action research, iif at all. Additionally , it shall suggest the
extent to which student engagement with lle aming and using new vocabulary has
changed.

A questionnair:e will be used as the development of pre-coded quesions elicit
standardised answers which are easier to analyse (Welsh Government, 2015).
However, simply issu iin g the questionnaires to the students could result in
incompllete questionnai res, or students not understanding the voca bulary of the
questions and thus not understanding the questions. This shall be avoided by
askin g a TA to work through the questionnaire with the students; it shall be important
that emphasise to the TA the importance of reading the questions in a neutral
manner. Nevertheless, it is difficult to valid ate the truthfulness of the answers;
the data may be skewed by students responding with answers they think the TA
wants. Thus, independent student self+eflection, and teacher observation

will be important t0 tniangulate this data collection.

Student self refllection

Students shall complete weekly self -reflections duriin g the three cycles of action
research. This shall Ibe used to analyse how student engagement changes as each
strategy becomes embedded durin g each cycle, and, new strategies are introduced
at the start of each cycle. Students will be encouraged to use PMI, a th inking tool
devised by Edward de Bono, to structure their self-reflections. Students will be
provided with a structured sheet (Appendix Three) to record their self-reflections 011
However, they will also be given the choice to of using an iPad to record their
reflections.

The data rom weekly student self-reflection s will provide two functions. Firstly , they
will be used as the student voice input in my action research cycle when reflecting
on previous strategies and developing them furthe r. Secondly, they will help
triangulate the data gathered through the questionna ires, andl may also highlight

specific pointsin tile action research that had a signi ficant effect.
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De Bono's PIMI tool has been selected to scaffold the selif-reflection as it is easy to
learn, encourages students tO think brnadly and consider mulUple sidles of a
premise, and is quick (this makes it practical for students to complete these on a

weekly basis as it is not time oonsuming}. Students shall be given the option of
writing or recording their responses as given the speciflc challenges the participants

some are less engaged When asked to record theiir ideas and thou ghits in writ in g.

Teacher observation

During the research, |, as the class..._..,.""r, shall keep a reflective diary each week
which will act as field notes, includingnotes of observations.

A re fiective diary of observations has been chosen, as it will allow me to spot patterns
in student responses. Additiona lly, it can help validate whether data from students'

self-reflectiions is based on what they do, rather than what they say they do.

Resea rch Question Two: What helps Year Six Arabic Yemeni learners most when

learning and applying new vocabulary?

October 2016

Student self<eflection

The student self-reflecUon methods as dliis cussedl above, using De Bono 's PMI
technique , shal! also be analys ed to identify patterns in student suggestions of what
help them most when leam ing and applying new vocabulary.

This method has been chosen as research sugg: sts activatingi student voice, which
these weekly sel - reflectiions shaU also be used for, can promote engagement and
increase student wellbeing (Public Health England , 2015; Toshalis and Nakkula,
2012; \Aitra, 20D4). Agaiin ., triangulation of this data will be important , as this data will
only show what students perceive helps them most, not necessarily what is helping

them.

Teacher observation and reflection
The reflective diary explained above shall also act as field notes to identify what

most helps Arabic Yemeni | eam e rs when leaming and applying new vocabulary.

Chronolog ical samples of student work

During the action research cycles, | shalli keep evidence of participants. work on
interventiion strategies (for example their clin es), and examplies of their work after it
(to look for application of interventions by students). This can then be analysed to help

suggest which strategy, or iPart of an intervention strategy, has most impact on
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learners when developing their vocabulary skills. Samples of student work can also
be used to triangulate student self-reflections.

Research Question Three: How does a range of vocabulary development

interventions impact on the academic progress of learners?

Reading test results

A key component of the new year six SATs reading test is understanding
vacabulary in context. Through the year students in year six complete a SATs
reading test every half term to maonitor their progress. Therefore, this shall be used
as a measure of the progress of participant's vocabulary development, specifically
their application of new vocabulary.

Baseline data of students reading test scores the half term before the first action
research cycle will be collected, and compared with their reading scores of the half
term reading test score that occurs during the action research, and the one
immediately after.

The standardisation of the SATs reading test will allow for comparison with their
peers, and to identify the extent of the attainment gap between Arabic Yemeni
learners and other learners before, during and after the action research. In addition,
this data is already analysed by myself within my remit as classroom teacher, and
therefore readily accessible. Nevertheless, tests only reveal in-the-moment
responses and may not reflect true ability, thus, triangulation with analysis of

students use of vocabulary in their writing will be important.

Writing Samples

A sample of each participants writing will be copied before the action research, and
then again at the end. A comparison of the vocabulary used by the students will be
made, and thus the impact it has on the standard of the students writing.

Analysing Iearnel-E%H%rgf vocabulary within their writing allow triangulation of the
test results, and will increase the validity of the research, as the experience of
writing during lesson is less stressful than during a test and thus may be a truer
reflection of student's ability.

Indicative strategies that may be developed

The intervention strategies that will be developed through this action research will depend on the

literature review, student feedback, and reflections following observation. However the strategies

will need to address different areas of vocabulary development and could include:

October 2016
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»  Creating word cllines with students to encourage the develloprnent of a depth oh ocabula ry.

(Appendix Fiiv e)
»  Providing students with context dues challenges alld scaffolds to develop students' ability

to identi fy the meaniin g of vocabu ilary. (Appendix Six).

Append ix Two

Proposed questionnair:e to assess student engagement with vocabulary development
Vocabulary :D evelopment Q uesti .onn aire
For each statement tick ONe of the five boxes to s:how how much you t hink the statenlent applies to

you.

Part One This is about your experience of strategies used in school to increase the num ber of words

rou know , and usin(] t hem m new contxt s.
Strongly Disagru oon't' \v Agree Strongly

disagree Agree

I enjoy I: aming
new words .

| enjoy using new
wo,rc s | halle
leamt

I find
unde rs tand ing the
meaning of new
wonls diffi cu It

| find iitdifficult to
remember new
words | have
lear nt,

| fe elconfident
to "have a 90- at
us ing new words in
my work.

I thinkleQning
new words is
impo rt ant.

Part Two: This is:a bout your exi ince of lg rning new words and informat ion at sc hool,
Strongly Disagree Don't Know Agree St rongly
disagree Agree

I enjoy le .ssons
when t here is a
compet it ion.

| remember t
hings !better

when | nave t o
work it out
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mysdf.

| feel confi dent

when t heri s a

cloo.r patternto
fo llow.
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Appendix Three
De Bono PMI Model
Used to help students self-reflect 0n new interventions and strategies used.

. -
guestion

+ 7 Ihe: negadves

dH: positivts -

interesting
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Appendix Four

Participant consent letter- this will be translated into Arabic for participants and parents.

PRIFYSGO LCYM RU
V Drindod Dew i Sant

UN IVIIIRIT'Y O F WALES

Trinity Sai nt Da vid

Participant Identification Number:

5 19
FFURFLEN GANIATAD CYFRANOGIAD u FARTICIPATION CONSENT FORM

Project Title: A critical allalysis of lhe extent to which Year Six Ellgt as Additional Language learners
{specifically Yemelli Arabic leamers) respond to interventions, 10, instance word olines and context clues
challen es, toincrease en a_emenl alld acelerate ro ress invocabula develo menl.

Please initial box

1 | confirm th at | have iread and understand the information sheet dated 9'°
January 2017 for the albove study ihave had the opportunity to conside r the
information, ask questions and have had these answered satisfactorily.

2 I understand that my participation is voluntary and that , am free to withdraw at
any time, without giviin g any reason.

3 | understand that any information given by me may be used in future reports,
articles or presentations by the research team,

4 I understand that my name WIT not appear in any reports, articles or
presentations.

5 | agree to take part in the above study.

Name of Sicllature
Participant

Resea rcher Signature

You may decline to parlicipate in this sludy. You may end your participalion in this study al a ny iim e.If you decide to
remain anonym ous , ma intaining your anonymity v.oill b e a priority and every practiic al p:recautio,n will be taken, t o
disd! ise you r !denlity. If you prefer anonymily, there will no! be any identifying information on aud iolapes or transcripts
of th[s or any interview. No-one will hear any audiotapes or see any transclipts without your p,rior consent All
malerials !lenerated from 1his or anv inlerview will remairn oonfioeniiall.
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Participant llden tifica tion Number:

Project Tille: A crilical lana. lysis of lihe exient to which Year Six English as Additfonal Language learners
(specifically YemeniArabic learners) respond to interventions , for instance word clines and context clues
chdlen es, toincrease en a ement and accelerate ro ress invocabula develo ment.

Dear Participant,

My name is Miss XXXX and Il am studying at the University of Wales Trinity S1 D avid, and teaching full ime as
your Year Six leacher at C lifton Prim ary School

I would like lo invite you to participate in my research project This project wi Il look: at implementing s.tralegies
within the classroom to ail the developmert of vocabuary skilis. Participants laking part are ask:ed l.0
complete a 'lery short questionnaiire at the begiinning and end of the action research, and complele a short self-
reflection each week. Ollher than this there is no extra/additional work aside form classwork required from
participanis .

Through your participatiion in lessons, and feedback via your self-reflection, | hope to develop strategies
which boost the devellopm ent of your vocabulary skills.

All informa'lion and data collecled will be kept strictly confidential to the researchers involved and al NO | 1e
will individual databe released to the general public. Data collection may include:

* Pe'lious assessment data.

» Assessment data al 'he end of the project.

»  Feedback th ough weekly self-reflections.

* F eedback th rough a.questionnaire.

e Samples of your work,

This gives you a chance lo express your views on your learning in a confidenlial and anonymous forum.
Your participation in this sti | §completely voluntary so you can wiHIldraw from the questionnaire and
weekly self-reflectionat any slage.

Attached to this letter is a consent form. As this is a new project , your consent lo participate is required and
we would be much oblliged if yo-u oould also comp lete the form and returnii lo Miss XXXX.

After careful and precise analysis of the data obtained from this research, | will be happy to provide you with
a copy of 1he liindings al your request. The results of this research will hopefully enhance my pedagogy and
will be stored on a password protected memory stick or folder and willl be placed in a llod ed cupboard. The
results of the research will be fed back 10 the Uni'l ersity of Wales Trinity St David.

| thank you in advance for your time and pa rticipation. If any questions do arise, feel free to contact me at
your corvenience.

Yours sincerely,

Miss XXXX
Uni;versily of Wales Trinity S t D avid, Job's Well Road, Carrr,arthen
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Participant !ldentifi cation Number :

"Project Tille: A crilicall ana.llysis of 'he extent to which Year Six English as Additfonal Language learners
(specifically Y.emeni Arabic learners) respond to interventions , for iinstance word clines and context clues
chalen es,toincrease en a ement and accelerate ro ress in vocabula develo ment.

Dear Parent,

My name is Miss XXXX and Il am studying at the University of Wales Trinity S1 D avid, and teaching full lime as
y,our chilld 's Year Siix teacher at C llifto n Primary School.

| would like to invite your child lo participate in my research project. This projec t will look at implementing
strategies within the classroom lo aid the deve:lopment of vocabulary ski lls .. Participants laking part are asked
to complete a very short questionnaire at the beginning , and end of the action researoh, and complele a short
self-renection each week. Other than this there is no extra/add itional work aside form classwork required
from participants.

Through your child's participatiion in lessons, and feedlback via their weekly self-reflection, | hope 10 develop
strat,egies which boost the devellopment of the ir vocabulary skills.

All informa'lion and data collec!ed will be kept strictly confidential to the researchers involved and al NO time
will individua.l d ata. be relleasedto the general public. Data collection may include:

* Pevious assessment data.

* Assessment data at ihe end of the project.

* Feedback through weekly self-reflections.

* Feedback through a questionnaire.

e Samples of your work.

This gives you r chilld a chance to express their views or:i their learning in a confidenlial and anonymous
forum. Their participation in this study is completely vollJntary so they can withdraw from the questionnaire
and weekly self-reflection at any sta.ge.

The research will have been explained to you r child and they will be asked to complete a consent form . As
this is a new project, their consent. as the participants, Is required.

After careful and precise analysis -Of the data obtained from this research Il will be happy lo provide you with
a copy of the findings at your request. The results of this research will hopefully enhance my pedagogy and
will be stored on a password protected memory stick or folder and willl be plaoed in a llocked oupboard. The
results of the reseairc h will be fed back to the University of Wales Triniity StDavid.

Thank you for talking the tiim e to read thiis letter. If any questions do arise, feel free to contact me at your
convenience.

Yours sincerely,

Miss XXXX
University of Wales Trinity SI Dav id, Job's Well Road, Carmarthen
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Appendix Five

Word Clines - an indicative fn it iaf strategy to be devefoped to increase students' depth of
vocabulary.

microscopic
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Appendix Six

Context Clues Challenge - an indicative initiaf strategy to be developed to increase students'
strategies to deduce the meaning of new words .

Jm
Context Clies

Ditections: Use conlex! clues 10 determine he me anings of the underlined words
Wiite what you believe the meaning of he word 1o be, and vhal dues you used o
determine the meaning

a Kaitlyn was nervous to be the anly singer on stage and be the first on the bl

her golitary performance
Meaning

clues

2 Mr Banks will compensale us for the work we do by paying my friends and me
each five ddiars

Meaning:

clues

3. Dad and mom placed cups on the table and gave each of us thirsty kids a chaice
of beverage

Meaning:

clues

4 Coomabbought a new computer but was told tha the industry creates betler, 1aster.
ne e compulers so quickly that his will be cbsolete within the month

Meaning:

clues

S. When our dog Honkers escapes, Kyle and | run in different directions around
house alter thedogtocuthimoffand 0 eroopt him

00 .. .. ”l

clus
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Ethics Proposal XXXX

GRADEMARK REPORT

FINAL GRADE

/100

GENERAL COMMENTS

Instructor
XXXX

T his is an interesting proposed subject f or
research. Your indicative title is clear and

f ocused. T he research is clearly relevant to your
prof essional development and the needs of the
school. It is also of interest to broader education
community.

T he indicative plan is clear with anticipated
outcomes noted alongside contextual f actors and
challenges. Your chosen strategies f it with the
research questions and aims.

T he research design takes into account the
ethical principles and it is clear that you have
thought sensitively about the needs of learners.
Inthe appendix you provide more detail on the
context and rationale f or the research - this is
clearly written and shows a good grasp of local
and national context and the underperf ormance
of these groups. Is this something over time i.e.
trend and, if so, what is the size of the gap? You
note that the school wants to f ocus on boys
particularly - what is the gender gap in attainment
here? Do you have any hunch as to why this
might be?

T here are a f ew pointers to address e.g. with
your seeking consent letters (appendix 2), the
language needs to be more accessible although
you do say that you will talk to the children

bef orehand. You also need to respond to the

f ew comments made by the ethics committee.

You have clearly engaged in wide reading around
research approaches, and are well inf ormed in
terms of models and theories (see pp.19+).

Overall, this is very comprehensive proposal and
you demonstrate a clear understanding of how
to go about answering your research questions,
with due regard to ethical considerations. Most
signif icantly, the choice of subject is likely to
enhance your understanding of these children’'s
needs and is highly relevant to the context that
you work in.

70%



PAGE 1

, Comment 1

T his was agreed by me in principle in Nov 16

PAGE 2

, Comment 2

T his is clear and f ocused

|

Comment 3
Clear rationale showing relevance of research to you and the school

, Comment 4

word missing here? 2nd RQ - learn most??

PAGE 3

’ Comment 5

2 and 3 are more akin to aims - objectives need to be measurable.

, Comment 6

T his is clear and shows appropriate theoretical underpinning

PAGE 4

PAGE 5

PAGE 6

PAGE 7

PAGE 8

PAGE 9

, Comment 7

Might you want to keep these until the completion of the research project?

Text Comment. discretion

, Comment 8
Clarif y

, Comment 9



Although these may be v. low, worth noting possible risks - accusations of f avouritism in some
children using technologies and some not?

’ Comment 10

Risk to reputation loss, however slight

PAGE 10

Text Comment. of ?

PAGE 11

’ Comment 11

Need to tick yes or no

PAGE 12

PAGE 13

Text Comment

PAGE 14

PAGE 15

PAGE 16

PAGE 17

, Comment 12

Clear background to project

PAGE 18

’ Comment 13

Size of gap?

, Comment 14
Why do you think?

PAGE 19

Text Comment. Rationale - this needs to justif y the choice of approach

PAGE 20

PAGE 21



®

PAGE 22

Comment 15
T his is helpf ul - though take care with words like 'necessary’

®

PAGE 23

Comment 16
Good

®

PAGE 24

Comment 17
Any constraints to consider?

PAGE 25

Text Comment. learners'

®

PAGE 26

Comment 18
Not sure if this entry helps you

PAGE 27

PAGE 28

®

PAGE 29

Comment 19
Needs to be child- f riendly

®

PAGE 30

Comment 20

Who is the intended audience - children (sounds like this given 'through your participation in
lessons'). If children, and although translated, the tone of the letter is not v. accessible.

PAGE 31

®

PAGE 32

Comment 21
T eaching rather than 'pedagogy' - more appropriate?

PAGE 33
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