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Do you know how much it costs to raise a child a year?
According to the statistics of 2010, the average annual 
cost of children aged 1 to 4 in the UK is about 13014 
pounds. Among them, parents in England said that the 
cost of childcare was 4576 pounds a year, up 1.5% from 
the previous year. From the previous year, the cost of 
childcare in London was as high as 11050 pounds a year 
(Rebecca,2010). 
At that time, the average annual salary of full-time 
employees in Britain was 25879 pounds(Graham,2010). 
The rising cost of childcare is a heavy burden for many 
families. This has led some labor forces to give up work 
and return to their families to reduce the pressure caused 
by the increase in childcare costs.
In order to relieve this pressure and liberate more labor, 
the central government has launched a free childcare 
policy. This policy is not only to reduce the family's 
economic burden but also to shoulder other important 
purposes.

BACKGROUND

REFERENCE

1. Ease the economic difficulties caused by the global 
financial crisis
By providing free childcare services for families, more 
labor force will enter the market
2. Attention to the quality of early education
In 2003, the British central government launched the 
"every child matters" policy to ensure that every child 
can get good growth opportunities.
3. Attention to gender equality
According to the 2010 data provided by the UK 
government, the average wage of women is only 78% of 
that of men (UK gov.2010). Therefore, in the family, 
women are more likely to leave the workplace. The 
policy can help these women continue to work and 
reduce the impact of high childcare costs.

AIM

FOUR REGIONS POLICY

WHAT IS THE FREE CHILDCARE POLICY IN THE UK?
 Four regions‘ governments give financial support in the field of preschool education to help eligible families and children enjoy free 

childcare services for a certain period.

CHALLENGE

ADVICE

Conclusion
Similarities:
1. similar core purposes
2. the policies show preferential treatment for low-
income families and special groups
3. the time and scope of childcare are gradually 
increasing
Differences:
1. difference in free childcare hours
2. implementation time and progress are different
3. different emphasis

1.Increase government financial support.
2.Optimize the ratio of teachers and 

students (Jessica,2024).
3.Support preschool teacher training and 

facility development.
4.Promoting private sector participation 

in policy services.
5.Encourage flexible employment.
6.Support for families without quota.
7.Improve policy transparency and 

management efficiency.

England is led by the central government and Priority area among 
the four regions

Scotland is slightly slower than England in policy implementation

Wales has the Flying Start program dedicated to low-income families

The policy of Northern Ireland is slow to promote, and the policy is 
not clear

At present, governments in various regions 
of the UK have made plans for this policy. 
All can check on their websites. In addition 
to the plan, there is also some teacher 
training, and the supporting policies of 
childcare institutions are also being 
implemented. These policies can improve 
the current challenges.
It is believed that through these policies, 
children in the UK can obtain high-quality 
early childhood education.

Berg, V. (2024). A guide to free childcare in Northern Ireland for 2, 3 and 4-year-olds. [online] Daynurseries.co.uk. Available at: https://www.daynurseries.co.uk/advice/a-guide-to-free-childcare-in-northern-ireland-for-2-3-and-4-year-olds (Accessed 9 Nov. 2024).
GOV.UK (2010). HM REVENUE & CUSTOMS GENDER PAY GAP 2010 Reward and Policy Team The People Function. [online] GOV.UK. Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a75ad9ce5274a545822d5f8/gender-pay-gap-2010.pdf (Accessed 10 Nov. 2024).
GOV.UK. (n.d.). 30 hours free childcare: LA and early years provider guide. [online] Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/30-hours-free-childcare-la-and-early-years-provider-guide (Accessed 10 Nov. 2024).
GOV.UK. (n.d.). Help paying for childcare. [online] Available at: https://www.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/free-childcare-and-education-for-3-to-4-year-olds (Accessed 10 Nov. 2024).
GOV.WALES. (n.d.). Get 30 hours of childcare for 3 and 4-year-olds. [online] Available at: https://www.gov.wales/get-30-hours-childcare-3-and-4-year-olds (Accessed 9 Nov. 2024).
Scottish Government (2019). Early education and care: Early learning and childcare expansion - gov.scot. [online] Gov.scot. Available at: https://www.gov.scot/policies/early-education-and-care/early-learning-and-childcare/ (Accessed 10 Nov. 2024).
Smithers, R. (2010). Cost of raising child breaks £200,000. [online] the Guardian. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/money/2010/feb/23/child-cost-inflation (Accessed 10 Nov. 2024).
Snowdon, G. (2010). Annual earnings at standstill, ONS pay survey reveals. [online] the Guardian. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/money/2010/dec/08/annual-earnings-standstill-ons-pay-survey (Accessed 12 Nov. 2024).


