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BACKGROUND
Do you know how much it costs to raise a child a year?

According to the statistics of 2010, the average annual
cost of children aged 1 to 4 in the UK is about 13014
pounds. Among them, parents in England said that the
cost of childcare was 4576 pounds a year, up 1.5% from
the previous year. From the previous year, the cost of
childcare in London was as high as 11050 pounds a year
(Rebecca,2010).
At that time, the average annual salary of full-time
employees in Britain was 25879 pounds(Graham,2010).
The rising cost of childcare is a heavy burden for many
families. This has led some labor forces to give up work
and return to their families to reduce the pressure caused
by the increase in childcare costs.
In order to relieve this pressure and liberate more labor,
the central government has launched a free childcare
policy. This policy is not only to reduce the family's
economic burden but also to shoulder other important
urposes.

1. Ease the economic difficulties caused by the global
financial crisis

By providing free childcare services for families, more
labor force will enter the market

2. Attention to the quality of early education

In 2003, the British central government launched the
"every child matters" policy to ensure that every child
can get good growth opportunities.

3. Attention to gender equality

According to the 2010 data provided by the UK
government, the average wage of women is only 78% of
that of men (UK gov.2010). Therefore, in the family,
women are more likely to leave the workplace. The
policy can help these women continue to work and
reduce the impact of high childcare costs.
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ADVICE
1l.Increase government financial support.

2.0ptimize the ratio of teachers and
students (Jessica,2024).

3.Support preschool teacher training and
facility development.

4.Promoting private sector participation
in policy services.

5.Encourage flexible employment.

6.Support for families without quota.

7.Improve policy transparency and
management efficiency.

Conclusion
At present, governments in various regions
of the UK have made plans for this policy.
All can check on their websites. In addition
to the plan, there is also some teacher
training, and the supporting policies of
childcare institutions are also being
implemented. These policies can improve
the current challenges.
It is believed that through these policies,
children in the UK can obtain high-quality
early childhood education.
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