Today, in facing the global policy challenges in our post-September 11 world, religious actors interacting with global politics are playing more and more constructive role in world affairs. This fact evokes increasing research on intersection of the religious pluralism, globalization, and world politics from a wide range of disciplinary and perspectives. Thomas Banchoff’s Religious Pluralism, an edited book, successfully invited 12 scholars not only brought insight analysis on theoretical inter-relationship between religious and secular actors in state and society, but also explored practical issues on the ground. This volume discusses issues about religious pluralism in world affairs and its relationship with globalization. It defines religious pluralism as “patterns of peaceful interaction among diverse religious actors”. The globalization driven by the development of communication of technology, on one hand, causes quest for recognition and competition among religious group. On the other hand, it emerges a global human rights regime and supports for democracy. According to the editor(P5), this book exploring related issues and challenges though six dimensions: fragile identity politics, strong ethical commitments, international-national-local linkages, interfaith and intrafaith dynamics, religious-secular interaction, and the centrality of the United States. This volume primarily is divided into two parts. Besides the introductory chapter of Banchoff, from the second chapter to the 5th chapters, it mainly outlines the challenges of religious pluralism, while in the second part, the other 7 chapters focus on the interaction of religious actors in world politics.
In the second chapter, Kwame Anthony Appiah (P43) examines the challenges from the intranational moral and political conflict with interfaith encounter by given the example of Denmark cartoon riots with Islam. Further, he outlines the functions of religious identities, and investigates why they are the main source of political conflict in the contemporary world. In the end of the chapter, he points out that for peace building purpose, it is essential for promoting mutual tolerate by applying cosmopolitanism. One solution is to indirectly contact with anti-cosmopolitans by dialogue with “their more cosmopolitan brethren”.    
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