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This rationale accompanies the Children’s Rights and Responsibilities leaflet which has been designed to help children understand their rights but just as importantly their responsibilities to those rights. Children who understand their responsibilities will be better equipped to become successful, confident, competent and responsible adults.  Donaldson’s Successful Futures, 2015 is a review of Wales’ Education system and in this report, he talks about “capable, healthy, well-rounded individuals who can thrive in the face of unknown future challenges.” (Donaldson, 2015).
The Children Act 1989 protects and safeguards children and provides policies and guidance to all those involved in their welfare and upbringing. Child protection means safeguarding children from abuse, violence, abuse and exploitation and in recent years this has become more and more important. In 1998, the introduction of the Sure Start programme and Children’s Centres provided a supportive network of parenting, education and health services for parents. Support networks like these fit in with Bronfenbrenner’s Bioecological Theory and Vygotsky’s Theory of Social Constructivism and improve child development as well as their safety and well-being. In 2000, the death of Victoria Climbie, a little girl aged seven, tortured and murdered by her Aunt led to a huge public inquiry and major overhaul of child protection policies. Lord Laming who conducted the inquiry noted that she had been failed by every single department designed to protect her “Tragically, it required nothing more than basic good practice being put into operation. This never happened.” (Laming, 2003). Lord Laming’s inquiry recommended that there should be a more joined up way of working for all services involved with working with children “must ensure the services to children and families are properly co-ordinated and that the inter-agency dimension of this work is being managed effectively.” (Laming, 2003). Every Child Matters 2003 was the New Labour Governments green paper response to the Death of Victoria Climbie and Lord Laming’s Inquiry Report 2003
We all desperately want to see people, practices and policies in place to make sure that the risk is as small as is humanly possible. I believe that the proposals we are putting forward here constitute a significant step towards that goal. (Boateng, p.2, 2003). 
However, in 2007, seventeen month old Baby P sadly died having suffered over 50 injuries showing that not enough had been done to reform child protection services. In 2010, a serious case review into the death of Baby P “made clear that mistakes had been made across all services” (McNicoll, 2017). The All Wales Child Protection Procedures 2008 (AWCPP) were written following the tragic case of Victoria Climbie and “are based on the fundamental principle that the protection of children from harm is the responsibility of all individuals and agencies working with children”. (AWCCP, 2008).  Clearly, lessons have been learnt as it states in the Government’s Working Together to Safeguard Children Framework, 2018 “practitioners will be clear about what is required of them individually, and how they need to work together in partnership with others.” (Working Together to Safeguard Children, 2018). However, it is important to provide adequate training for all people working with children and continue to break down barriers between different services so that safeguarding, and child protection is the most streamlined, professional and effective service it can be 
Training sessions will be available for those who work with children and young people, those who work with adults at risk, and as a combined version for those who work with both but will ideally be delivered to a multi-agency audience. (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019).
Clearly, staff training provision has been planned as recommended by Lord Laming in his Inquiry and the Government’s Every Child Matters Paper “We need to ensure we properly protect children at risk within a framework of universal services which support every child” (Boateng, p.6, 2003).
The Laming Inquiry found that the lack of multi-agency working was at the root of Victoria Climbie’s death and as previously stated she was clearly failed, with Lord Laming stating “It is clear that the safeguarding of children will continue to depend upon services such as health, education, housing, police and social services working together.” (Laming, 2003). To improve multi-agency working and ultimately child protection and safeguarding Lord Laming recommended that the Government create a Children and Families Board to be overseen by a Cabinet Minister. A National Agency for Children and Families was also to be established with a Child Commissioner appointed as the Chief Executive. Wales appointed their first Child Commissioner in 2001. Part of the role of a Child Commissioner is to ensure that people and agencies who have said that they will make a difference in children’s lives actually do. Multi-agency work is imperative across all areas of society where children, in particular, are involved. In education the 2014 SEND Code of Practice states “local education, health and social care services should work together to ensure they get the right support” (Frederickson and Cline, 2015). However, each local authority has responsibility for interpreting the policies and frameworks as they see fit and, just like local health boards, some authorities are better than others. Dividing the national policies at local authority level does not mean that they are delivered as the Government intended. Local authorities may have different priorities for funding in certain departments and whilst each department is a separate entity there will never be the streamlined, joined up multi-agency way of work that Lord Laming recommended.  
In schools, Team Around the Family (TAF) is an example of multi-agency working and they provide “multi agency representation providing a single, integrated resource for family support.” (Swansea - Early Help Hubs, 2021). Flying Start, Sure Start and Children’s Centres are all examples of integrated services involved with working with parents and children. A large part of their work is to ensure that Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACES) are minimised so that “children are healthy and thriving; families are capable and coping” (Flying Start Health Programme Guidance, 2021). It is clear that there are still children and families in need of support and “research found that where multi-agency provision was most effectively delivered there was evidence of a positive impact upon young people and their families.” (Harris and Allen, 2011). Schools provide child protection training for all staff to ensure that they are aware of the different signs of neglect, physical, mental and sexual abuse. School staff are also trained how to deal with disclosures from children and how to report them. Schools in Wales have a dedicated safeguarding officer and most schools have moved to the digital recording of child protection issues using a programme called MyConcern. School staff are trained not to probe or question but to record just the facts as they are disclosed by the child
Any allegation of abuse made by or on behalf of a child should be taken seriously and the child should be listened to and dealt with sensitively. (Safeguarding children in education, 2014). 
Schools also have a duty to ensure that children are safe in school, so visitors are restricted entry by means of gates and locked doors. For increased security there can also be policies for pupil collection, use of safe words and CCTV cameras. IT equipment and computers should be protected and regularly security screened to ensure personal details cannot be obtained and pupils cannot be contacted by potential hackers or groomers. The welfare of children is monitored by school staff at all levels – their physical appearance, their moods and their behaviour can all be clues to a child protection issue. Attendance is another way a school will monitor a child’s welfare as increased absences can indicate child protection issues. 
Another part of the Child Commissioner’s role is to advise and educate young people on their rights. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a set of 54 articles which set out the rights of children. The UNCRC came into force in the United Kingdom on January 15th, 1992 and it is an international human rights treaty designed specifically for children. The 54 articles cover economic, social, political, cultural and civil rights of children worldwide with only the United States of America yet to ratify the Convention. In 2011, the Welsh Assembly Government made the UNCRC domestic law and the foundations of all Welsh policy making includes children’s rights. The Rights Respecting Schools Award (RRSA) is designed to put the UNCRC at the heart of children’s learning and help them to understand the articles of the Convention
Our Rights Respecting Schools Award embeds these values in daily school life and gives children the best chance to lead happy, healthy lives and to be responsible, active citizens. (UNICEF UK, 2021).
Schools in Wales have responded to UNCRC articles and have adjusted procedures to accommodate children’s rights. For example, Article 12 relates to children having a voice and the right to express how they feel and to give an opinion on what affects them. Annual reviews for pupils with SEN used to be conducted without the child being present however, due to the UNCRC they now adopt Carl Roger’s humanist, person-centred approach. 
Using a person-centred approach to create and review such plans offers a way to make sure the voices and needs of learners are heard and acted on in the planning and delivery of their support. (Person-centred reviews toolkit, 2015).
School pupil councils are another way that Article 12 of the UNCRC is giving pupils a voice and a say in what happens with their schooling. Article 5 relates to a child’s right to know and understand their rights and Rights Respecting Schools are committed to this article by working towards their RRSA and displaying RRSA materials within the school community. Articles 15 and 31 can be applied to school breaks and after school clubs, and societies, Articles 28 and 29 are rights to education and Articles 6 and 23 relate to SEN. Article 30 relates to the right to use their own language and in Wales protecting and promoting the Welsh language is also a priority of the Welsh Assembly Government with their 2050 – Million Welsh Speakers policy 
Government cannot insist that parents and carers use the Welsh language with their children, that children play together in Welsh or that someone uses Welsh socially. We can, however, work to provide the conditions to facilitate an increase in the number of Welsh speakers and an increase in the use of Welsh. (Cymraeg 2050 - A Million Welsh Speakers, 2017).
The leaflet has been designed to help children understand their responsibilities to the articles in the UNCRC. Whilst it is important that they know and understand their rights they need to know their responsibilities too. Their rights are automatic and due to the publicity work of Rights Respecting Schools, Unicef and the Welsh Government most children know their rights. The leaflet is designed to give them clear examples on their duties to those rights, to help them to understand that whilst they have these rights so does every other child and adult too. Anthony Bryk and Barbara Schneider’s relational trust theory links into Article 12 respecting rights and respect in general “a willingness to listen to what others are saying and a genuine commitment to take others’ views into account” (Bates, 2019). This teaches children that as well as being heard it is their responsibility to listen to others and respect their views. Maria Montessori believed in the theory of liberation and
recognised the rights of each child to an individualised education, she also instilled into the children their responsibility towards others in their environment and the environment itself. (Aubrey and Riley, 2019).
This shows that Montessori firmly believed in the rights of a child and that she valued and encouraged the development of responsibility.
Responsibility is a life skill that all children need to learn as it will empower them and give them a sense of being in charge. It will liberate them as they will have had the freedom to make their own decisions, and this will give them a sense of achievement. Developing responsibility means a child is developing into a well-balanced, ethical adult who will be happy and satisfied that they are in control of their life. Respect is a huge part of responsibility and is a two-way street in as much as you must give respect to receive it.
The debate about childhood in Britain is polarised between false opposites: that either children or adults are to blame. It also ignores inequalities in the transition to adulthood. Many children are safer, healthier and better educated than in the past, whilst others suffer complex, traumatic routes through adolescence. (Verkaik, 2011).
Whilst Verkaik’s comment shows that children are no more disrespectful than adults, it also refers to the fact that there are children out there who are still suffering in childhood. Tragic cases like Victoria Climbie and Baby P should never be allowed to happen again but there is clearly still room for improvement in child protection and safeguarding measures. There is still room for improvements to achieve the effective, streamlined multi-agency child protection and safeguarding service needed to ensure all children grow up safely and happily. Improving awareness of the UNCRC for both parents and children will provide boundaries for parents and empower children to become the ethical, informed, responsible and confident adults for a better society.
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Get more help and information -
www.childcomwales. org.uk
CHILDLINE 0800 1111

Young people’s freephone:

08000191179
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