I am an Art teacher in a Welsh Secondary school. I need to write a project based on Welsh mining history using the Swansea Museum as a starting point. What tasks would you suggest that include observational drawing, research into relevant artists and exploration of media?

A possible project based on Welsh mining history using the Swansea Museum as a starting point could include the following tasks:
· Visit the Swansea Museum and observe the exhibits related to coal mining, such as the paintings, photographs, tools, and models. Choose one or more objects that interest you and make some observational drawings of them using pencil, charcoal, or ink. Try to capture the shape, texture, and details of the objects. You can also take some notes about the objects, such as their names, dates, functions, and histories.
· Research some of the artists who were inspired by Welsh mining, such as Richard Wilson, Thomas Jones, Penry Williams, Christopher Williams, Gwen John, Josef Herman, and Robert Morgan1234. Find out about their backgrounds, styles, techniques, and themes. Compare and contrast their works with each other and with your own drawings. How do they represent the landscape, the people, and the culture of the coalfields? What emotions or messages do they convey?
· Explore different media and materials that could be used to create your own artworks based on Welsh mining. You could use paint, collage, printmaking, sculpture, or mixed media. Experiment with different colours, textures, shapes, and compositions. Think about how to express your own ideas and feelings about Welsh mining and its impact on society and environment. You could also incorporate some elements from your observational drawings or from the museum objects.
· Evaluate your work and reflect on your learning process. What did you learn from visiting the museum and researching the artists? What did you enjoy or find challenging about working with different media? How did your work develop from your initial sketches to your final pieces? How well did you achieve your aims and intentions? How could you improve your work further?
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How could I make this relevant to children today?

There are many ways to make history relevant to children today. Here are some possible suggestions:
· You could use historical fiction books, movies, or games that feature children as the main characters or narrators. This can help children relate to the historical events and people from a child’s perspective. For example, you could use the book The War That Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley, which tells the story of a girl who escapes from her abusive mother during World War II and finds a new home in the countryside1.
· You could use interactive activities that involve role-playing, simulations, or re-enactments of historical scenarios. This can help children experience history first-hand and develop empathy and critical thinking skills. For example, you could use the game Mission US, which is a series of online interactive adventures that put children in the role of young people during different periods of American history2.
· You could use creative projects that allow children to express their understanding and interpretation of history through art, music, writing, or other media. This can help children showcase their creativity and connect history to their own interests and passions. For example, you could use the website History for Kids, which offers a variety of fun and educational activities, such as making a Roman mosaic, writing a Viking saga, or composing a medieval song3.
· You could use local resources that expose children to the history of their own community and culture. This can help children appreciate the diversity and richness of their heritage and identity. For example, you could visit a local museum, historical site, or cultural event that showcases the history of your area. You could also interview family members or elders who can share their personal stories and memories of the past.
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How can I relate the art based tasks identified above to create a drama project? What drama learning could take place based on the Welsh coal mining community?

One possible way to relate the art based tasks to create a drama project is to use the artworks as stimuli for devising scenes or characters based on the Welsh coal mining community. For example, you could:
· Use the observational drawings of the museum objects as props or costumes for your drama. You could also use them as prompts for improvisation or storytelling. For instance, you could ask the students to imagine what the object is, who owned it, how it was used, and what stories it could tell.
· Use the research on the artists as a source of inspiration for your drama. You could explore their themes, styles, techniques, and messages in relation to the Welsh coal mining history and culture. For example, you could ask the students to create a tableau or a freeze frame based on one of the paintings, or to write a monologue or a dialogue from the perspective of one of the artists or their subjects.
· Use the exploration of media and materials as a way of experimenting with different forms and genres of drama. You could try different ways of presenting your drama, such as using paint, collage, printmaking, sculpture, or mixed media to create sets, backdrops, or masks. You could also try different modes of expression, such as using music, poetry, narration, or movement to convey your ideas and feelings.
· Use the evaluation and reflection as a way of developing your drama skills and knowledge. You could ask the students to give and receive feedback on their work, using criteria such as clarity, creativity, originality, and relevance. You could also ask them to reflect on their learning process, using questions such as what they learned, what they enjoyed, what they found challenging, and what they would like to improve.
Some of the drama learning that could take place based on the Welsh coal mining community are:
· Learning about the history and culture of Welsh coal mining and its impact on society and environment
· Learning about the lives and experiences of Welsh coal miners and their families
· Learning about the values and beliefs of Welsh coal mining community and how they expressed them through art, music, literature, and language
· Learning about the challenges and struggles faced by Welsh coal mining community and how they responded to them through solidarity, resistance, and resilience
· Learning about the diversity and richness of Welsh coal mining heritage and identity
· Developing skills such as communication, collaboration, creativity, critical thinking, empathy, and self-expression
Are there specific stories related to the welsh mining community that you could recommend for drama pupils in a welsh school in swansea?

Yes, there are some stories related to the Welsh mining community that I could recommend for drama pupils in a Welsh school in Swansea. Here are some examples:
· We Live: the story of a Welsh mining valley by Lewis Jones. This is a novel based on the author’s own experiences as a coal miner and a political activist. It depicts the hardships and struggles of the miners and their families during the 1910-11 Cambrian Combine Strike and the 1926 General Strike. It also explores the themes of class, solidarity, and resistance.
· Pride by Stephen Beresford. This is a film inspired by the true story of how a group of gay and lesbian activists from London supported the miners during the 1984-5 strike. It shows how the two groups formed an unlikely alliance and friendship, overcoming prejudice and hostility from both sides. It also celebrates the values of diversity, empathy, and courage.
· Mining in Wales by Wikipedia. This is an online article that provides an overview of the history and culture of mining in Wales, from the prehistoric times to the present day. It covers the development of the coal industry, the social and economic impact of mining, the role of women and children in mining, the environmental issues related to mining, and the legacy of mining in Wales.
· The miners’ strike by BBC Wales. This is a web page that features a series of articles, videos, and audio clips that document the events and effects of the 1984-5 miners’ strike in Wales. It includes personal stories from miners, their families, and their supporters, as well as historical analysis and commentary from experts and journalists.
· South Wales mining communities ‘still feeling’ job cuts by BBC News. This is a news report that examines the current situation and challenges faced by the former coalfield communities in South Wales, 30 years after the end of the miners’ strike. It highlights the issues of unemployment, poverty, health, education, and regeneration in these areas.
How can music pupils in Wales relate ideas to the Welsh mining community and what activities might a year 9 music teacher use within a project about this?

Music pupils in Wales can relate ideas to the Welsh mining community by exploring the history, culture, and emotions of the miners and their families through music. Music was an important part of the Welsh mining community, as it expressed their identity, solidarity, and resilience. Some of the activities that a year 9 music teacher might use within a project about this are:
· Listening to and analysing songs related to Welsh mining, such as folk songs, hymns, protest songs, or contemporary songs. For example, you could listen to The Blackleg Miner, a traditional song that describes the conflict between striking and non-striking miners, or Every Valley, a concept album by Public Service Broadcasting that tells the story of the rise and fall of the Welsh coal industry using archival samples and guest vocals.
· Learning about and performing Welsh musical traditions, such as male voice choirs, harp music, or cerdd dant (singing with harp accompaniment). For example, you could learn some of the songs sung by the Beaufort Male Choir1, a choir formed by former miners from Ebbw Vale, or watch some of their performances on YouTube.
· Composing and creating your own songs or musical pieces inspired by Welsh mining, using different instruments, genres, or techniques. For example, you could use a keyboard or a computer program to create a soundscape that evokes the atmosphere of a coal mine, or write a rap song that expresses your opinion on the social and environmental impact of mining.
· Sharing and presenting your musical work with others, such as your classmates, teachers, parents, or the wider community. For example, you could record your songs or musical pieces and upload them to a website or a social media platform, or organise a concert or a musical show that showcases your work and educates others about Welsh mining.

Suggest some contemporary musicians what would be relevant to Welsh mining history?

Some contemporary musicians that would be relevant to Welsh mining history are:
· Public Service Broadcasting: This is a London-based band that uses samples from old public information films, archive footage, and propaganda material to create electronic music. Their second album, Every Valley, released in 2017, is a concept album that tells the story of the rise and fall of the Welsh coal industry, using archival samples and guest vocals from Welsh singers such as James Dean Bradfield, Lisa Jên Brown, and Tracyanne Campbell1.
· 9Bach: This is a Welsh folk band that sings in Welsh and English. Their third album, Anian, released in 2016, explores themes of human nature and the environment, drawing inspiration from the Welsh landscape and culture. One of the songs, Llyn Du (Black Lake), is about the Aberfan disaster of 1966, when a coal waste tip collapsed and killed 116 children and 28 adults in a Welsh mining village.
· Martyn Joseph: This is a Welsh singer-songwriter who is known for his social commentary and activism. His 19th album, Tires Rushing By in the Rain, released in 2013, is a tribute to the American folk legend Bruce Springsteen. One of the songs, The River, is a cover of Springsteen’s song about the hardships of working-class life in a dying industrial town. Joseph adds a Welsh twist to the song by changing the location from New Jersey to Merthyr Tydfil, a former coal-mining town in Wales.
· Frank Hennessy: This is a Welsh folk singer and radio presenter who was born in Cardiff to Irish parents. He has written many songs about Welsh history and culture, especially the coal-mining communities of South Wales. One of his songs, The Miner’s Life, is a tribute to his grandfather who was a coal miner. The song describes the harsh conditions and dangers of working underground, as well as the pride and solidarity of the miners.

