The primary source I have identified is a book of letters from General Charles Leclerc, edited and published in 1937 by Paul Roussier, sent in 1802 while Leclerc held command of French armed forces occupying Saint-Domingue. In these letters, he writes of his intent to engage in "une guerre d’extermination”[footnoteRef:9676], a war of extermination[footnoteRef:30157], and further to massacre the black population of Saint-Domingue, “keeping only infants less than twelve years old”[footnoteRef:17041]. As I intend to discuss the possibility of the boundary of genocide being crossed, per Article 2 of the United Nations definition of genocide[footnoteRef:7967], these clear statements by Leclerc of his own intent behind the actions taken by the troops he commanded, in my opinion, indicate a degree of intentional destruction of the black population, as opposed to an intended destruction of rebellious elements present at the time. Additionally, they can offer further context to Leclerc’s struggles and indicate the reasons for the extreme actions he undertook as 1802 progressed; he was suffering from yellow fever, which was ravaging his troops, killing as many as 120 of his troops a day by September 16th[footnoteRef:12764]. Such severe losses of his own men could have influenced him to act harshly against any person or troop he considered a threat against continued French control of the colony.


 [9676:  Leclerc, C.V.E. and Roussier, P. (1937) Lettres du Général Leclerc commandant en chef de l’armée de Saint-Domingue en 1802. Société de l'Histoire des Colonies Françaises (sixth ed.), p. 238. https://persee.fr/doc/sfhom_1961-8166_1937_edc_6_1 [accessed 8 November 2024]]  [30157:  Girard, P. R. (2013). ‘French atrocities during the Haitian War of Independence’, Journal of Genocide Research, 15(2), pp. 133–149. https://doi.org/10.1080/14623528.2013.789181 [accessed 8 November 2024]]  [17041:  Girard, French atrocities during the Haitian War of Independence, pp. 133-149]  [7967:  UN General Assembly (1948). ‘Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.’ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 78, p. 277. https://www.refworld.org/legal/agreements/unga/1948/en/13495 [accessed 8 November 2024]]  [12764:  Leclerc and Roussier, Lettres du Général Leclerc commandant en chef de l’armée de Saint-Domingue en 1802, p.233.] 
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