Homicide legislation in England and Wales is mostly based on common law and the Homicide Act 1957. Nonetheless, murder and manslaughter are two distinct offences that fall under the broader category of homicide (Homicide: Murder and Manslaughter | The Crown Prosecution Service, 2023c). To begin with, manslaughter can be perpetrated through three distinct means: the act of intentionally causing death to commit murder, yet with the presence of a mitigating factor, specifically loss of control, diminished responsibility, or the act of killing by a suicide pact. Then, the first type of manslaughter is characterized by conduct that demonstrates a high degree of negligence, which poses a significant risk of death and ultimately leads to the loss of life. This is commonly referred to as "gross negligence manslaughter." Second, the type of manslaughter involves engaging in an unlawful act that carries a potential for harm, which tragically results in death. This is known as "unlawful and dangerous act manslaughter. Finally, the term "involuntary manslaughter" is frequently employed to denote cases of manslaughter falling under categories 2 and 3, whereas category 1 is commonly referred to as voluntary manslaughter (Homicide: Murder and Manslaughter | The Crown Prosecution Service, 2023b). Put simply, the question of whether the legislation of homicide in England and Wales requires reform is a multifaceted and subjective matter. Moreover, legal systems undergo constant evolution, and laws are not uncommon to undergo periodic reviews and updates therefore, the reform holds significant importance due to the gravity of homicide offences, which are considered to be among the most severe criminal offences. Despite this, over time, manslaughter's extent in the UK has been debated. manslaughter may cover too many situations, according to some. In circumstances where murder and manslaughter are unclear, this broadness may result in inconsistent or unpredictable conclusions. Additionally, direct intent means intending to kill or seriously hurt someone. When a person means to injure one person but kills another, they have indirect intent, also known as oblique intent or transferred malice. Furthermore, the appropriate mental condition for a murder conviction is controversial, especially in circumstances where the defendant's mental competence, mental illness, or diminished responsibility may be considered. (Homicide: Murder and Manslaughter | The Crown Prosecution Service, 2023). Nonetheless, critics claim that the present definition of manslaughter may result in decreased punishments or convictions for murder. As with any legal issue, perspectives on these subjects vary, and society continues to debate how to combine legal principles, societal expectations, and the need for justice in homicide cases (Cambridge University Press, 1994). For example, in a case in which the individual was found guilty, but the conviction was too broad, in the case of R v Lamb (1967), an unfortunate incident occurred wherein an individual pointed a loaded firearm at their friend, resulting in an accidental discharge and subsequent fatality. It was established that the individual did not possess the intention to harm their friend, but due to their youthful naivety regarding the operation of the firearm, the tragic event unfolded. Consequently, the jury rendered a guilty verdict against Lamb on charges of engaging in an unlawful and dangerous act, as well as exhibiting criminal negligence. Likewise, in the event of the duty of care, which can manifest itself in various ways. For instance, the creation of it can be facilitated through legal means. The presence of a contract may be attributed to the existence of a unique relationship between the individual and the victim, or in the case of professionals like doctors (UWTSD Moodle 2022/23: Log in to the site, no date).
Moving on to, The report titled "Murder, Manslaughter, and Infanticide" which was published by the Law Commission on November 29, 2006, suggested that modifications for reforms should be made regarding complicity in murder, diminished responsibility, provocation, and infanticide. Additionally, the existing two-tier structure of general homicide offences, specifically murder and manslaughter, should be implemented to incorporate a three-tier structure. This proposed structure would consist of First-degree murder carrying a mandatory life sentence. Second-degree murder, carrying a discretionary life sentence. Finally,  manslaughter also carries a discretionary life sentence (MURDER, MANSLAUGHTER AND INFANTICIDE, no date). Notably, the commission has recommended that mandatory life sentences be reserved for the most severe forms of homicide, specifically first-degree murder. Also, the imposition of a discretionary life sentence should be maintained for the offence of manslaughter, as it currently stands. Another, it is recommended that second-degree murder should also be eligible for a discretionary life sentence (Reforming the Law on  Homicide, 2016). Further, to look at this another way, Professor Horder explained the morality of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century situations. 21 Honourable men responded to certain offences with restrained violence. He overreacted, but it was inherent human imperfection. This overreaction should be manslaughter, not hanging. The idea meant that not every minor insult would lead to a provoked homicide (Partial Defences to Murder, 2004).
Overall, It is dependent on several elements, including political considerations, societal attitudes, legal principles, practicalities, and the precise purposes of the proposed reforms whether a government will accept or reject recommendations for reform. It is difficult to make a general conclusion about whether the government acted appropriately or inappropriately in accepting or rejecting particular ideas without first considering each instance on its own. What is more, must determine if improvements comply with laws, constitutional provisions, and legal principles. An unconstitutional proposition may be rejected. In addition, the government may approve the idea if reform is needed to comply with legal duties or constitutional rights. However, governments may select suggestions that support their political agenda or voter base. Nevertheless, the assessment of the government's decision to accept or reject particular proposals is inherently subjective and contingent upon individual perspectives and values. Some individuals may contend that the government's decision was appropriate, taking into account the aforementioned factors, whereas others may hold a differing viewpoint. The assessment of governmental decisions frequently entails a multifaceted examination of legal, ethical, social, and political considerations, which may differ based on the particular circumstances and proposition under scrutiny. (Labour’s constitutional proposals | Institute for Government, 2022).
Turning now to, the objections against UK reform. The arguments against a reform depend on its setting. However, here are some general objections to reform. Firstly, some say that the UK's structures and institutions have evolved and proven their worth via stability and tradition. Reforms may alter norms and cause uncertainty or unforeseen repercussions (A new Magna Carta? - Political and Constitutional Reform, July 2014). As indicated earlier, people who do not believe in reform may worry about the unexpected effects that could come from making changes. Also, they say that even well-intended changes can have unintended negative effects on different people or the way the system works as a whole. As well as some people who are against reform might say that certain organizations or ways of doing things are important to keeping the UK's cultural heritage or national identity. Others may argue for keeping these traditions because they think that reforms could weaken or destroy important parts of the country's past and values (Ltd, 2023). People do not like change in general, especially when it comes to methods or institutions that have been around for a long time. Some people or groups may not want to change because they like things the way they are and are afraid that change will cause chaos or confusion. Although, It is essential to keep in mind that these arguments are not exhaustive and that the specific circumstances and nature of each reform proposal will result in different considerations and opposing viewpoints. Public opinion, expert analysis, and political dynamics all contribute to the formation of arguments against reform in the United Kingdom (Public Opinion and the Dynamics of Reform, 2023). In conclusion, the question of whether or not the law that governs homicide in England and Wales requires modification should be discussed and divided by legal professionals, policymakers, and society as a whole based on a variety of criteria including social values, legal principles, and the requirement for justice and public safety.
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