Portfolio of Study Skills
Assessment Tasks
Part 1
Nordic countries, especially Iceland, believe that it is important for children to play outdoors. Governmental departments have written proposals stating the importance of outdoor play as being nurturing for children, which has then been researched further by educational researchers, such as educational psychologists and sociologists. Guidelines for the curriculum states that the outdoor environment nurtures the child to think about playing outside, which encourages young children to use descriptive language with regards to the natural world. The outdoors seems to afford children to create a time and space with them working more as a team and being attentive to others. Norðdahl and Johannesson (2013) state that the outdoors is a healthy learning environment. 
In Iceland, the emphasis on outdoor play has been used in education for many years with children aged one to six years old. Children and young people aged six to sixteen spend everyday outdoors to play with their friends when it is playtime. It is not known how much teachers interact when they are outdoors with the children and young people and how they help with their learning. However, the evidence points towards teachers using the outdoors as an important part of learning especially in Reyjkavik, where 70% of schools use outdoor play as a central part of their day (Oladottir, 2008). 
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Part 2a
Forest Schools are ‘an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve, and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands-on learning experiences in a woodland environment.’ (O’Brien and Murray, 2006).  O’Brien and Murray also believe that parents do not want their children outside in a woodland environment as they are worried about the risks and feel there is a lot more that they can do indoors and that it is safer for their children. However, when they were children, they had the experience to be outdoors in a natural environment. There is also research that states that if children do not experience the outdoors when they are young, then they will neither experience it as they grow older. Also, they will not experience the benefits physically nor emotionally from the outdoors and what nature has to offer. (Ward et al, 2004). This is due to learning in a classroom environment being completely different from learning in a natural outdoor environment. The Welsh Assembly Government (2009), are encouraging teachers in normal schools, especially in foundation phase to teach in Forest Schools. 
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Part 2b
If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism, which is considered an academic offence. This is important that students avoid this as it is not acceptable to the university and there can be serious consequences. 
You do not only reference if it is a direct quote, you must also reference all information that you use with regards to all books, articles, websites etc. This is to prove that you are not plagiarising from someone else’s work within copyright laws. 
Wikipedia is a good site to find out information. However, Wikipedia does not reference their sources of information correctly, therefore they are not a reliable source. 
Long quotations are set differently from normal quotations, this is set by placing the quote on the side (align right) and away from the main essay, and then when continuing with the work start a new paragraph below the quotation and in justify. 
When beginning to conduct research for an academic assignment, you must look at the main books that are on your reading list and look in the library for journals and any other books related. From there on you research further into that subject by using government articles and reliable sources. 
Five sources that are acceptable for academic study are books, journal articles, publications by governments and other organisations, newspapers and conference papers and presentations. 







Part 3
In this article which is being critiqued, there will be an assessment of how Wales has become the country of underachievement and conferring to some analysts who have basically said that Wales is ‘schooled to fail’ (Reynolds and Murgatroyd, 1981). The critique will look at Smith’s (2005) debate, which looked at the problems within the Welsh education system and underachievement of students within Wales. 
The article is about how education in Wales has failed due to underachieving students compared to high achieving or what is expected of students in England. A teacher’s union stated that their students are ‘the most tested in the world’ (NUT, 2003). Therefore, the teacher’s workload is high and the children are just taught for tests. 
Lower class parents e.g. lower pay, lower educational attainment and poverty play a part in how the parents feel on how their children will achieve in the future and whether they will ever think about their children going to university. 
It has not recognised that the class system, which played a huge part in Welsh culture, has to some degree affected how young people perceive themselves, their aspirations, their attitudes and their behaviours towards achievements in education and work. When looking at a rural area such as Croeserw, where the past was of a proud mining industry, the young people now have very few prospects of going on to further education due to lack of transport, and positive role models and are more liking to become NEETS. (Spielhofer et al, 2011). 
Smith mostly concentrated on the gender gap of boys underachieving more than girls. Her argument was swayed more so in this direction, when perhaps she should have concentrated on how social class and poverty has played a part more so than in other parts of the United Kingdom. 
The structure is well presented as it concentrates your thoughts onto the arguments that she is presenting. The writing is broking up through examples of tables and graphs and showing how Wales is represented. However, the negative point that there are not enough examples of England and Scotland. During the appendices, it became clearer that Smith (2005) had referenced more areas within the United Kingdom, and therefore showed a more consistent understanding of the article. 
The language is written in a very professional academic way, there is no blathering to enlarge the article. Smith (2005) also keeps bringing herself back to the main point without going off on tangents. Her language is very persuasive and objective, however it is not subjective as she does not fall off topic. 
Smith (2005), does not concentrate on the hypothesis as she talks mostly about the gender gap rather than the global situation, as in her introduction she refers to global employment and changing skills for a global market. The argument is consistent for the gender gap, literacy, maths, economics, however when it comes to underachieving pupils, she concentrates more on the gap of male and female performance. 
The article is very dependable as Smith (2005) has referenced a lot of reliable sources in her references. In the conclusion Smith (2005) does not draw a clear conclusion as she reassures the reader of what she has already stated throughout her article. 
The conclusion brought forward by this critique piece, is that Smith (2005) has written structurally very well throughout the article, however when it comes to substance she has concentrated mostly on the gender gap and has not looked very closely on why Wales is in a strange predicament when it comes to underachieving, perhaps this is due to high rates of poverty, unemployment, rural areas and defunct social class system within Wales. Overall this is a very appropriate academic article as it could help with further educational decisions which will take in the diverse needs within Wales.








[bookmark: _GoBack]Reference
NUT (2003). Secondary Education: Pupil Achievement, memorandum submitted by the National Union for Teachers, House of Commons Education and Skills Committee, seventh report of session 2002-03. London: The Stationary Office. 
Smith, E. (2005). ‘Schooled to Fail? The Underachievement Debate in Wales’, The Welsh Journal of Education, 13 (2), pp.84-102. 
Spielhofer, T., Golden, S. and Evans, K. (2011). Young People’s Aspirations in Rural Areas. Slough: NFER.
Reynolds, D. and Murgatroyd, S. (1981). ‘Schooled to fail?’, Times Educational Supplement, 4 December, 12.
