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Supporting Assignment for Smoking Ban Power Point

     The following assignment is a supporting paper for a presentation that was conducted by social policy students. It will give understanding to the effectiveness of the initiative and give understanding of post-war policy health initiative within the United Kingdom (UK). Reference will be made to the chosen initiative in terms of its context, history and relevant legislation. It will also look at the implementation and its subsequent impact on health and social care policy. The initiative for this assignment is the smoking ban within the UK.
     (Barbry, et al., 2015) released an article on the smoking ban and recorded that it was put into full effect across the UK by 1st July 2007. The first country within the UK to introduce the ban itself in public places was Scotland in 2006, with England being the last to implement in 2007. The reason the ban was introduced was primarily to bring longevity to one’s life. It was introduced to stop smoking in public places where public trading commenced. In 2015 a change to the legislation meant that smoking in vehicles with children present was illegal. (Science Museum, 2018) Britain’s history with tobacco is not as long as many people think, in fact, tobacco first reached England in 1565. It soon became evident in the early 1600s that smoking was becoming a concern, so much so that King James I wrote ‘A Counterblast to Tobacco’ stating that it was not nice to see, smelt unpleasant as well as dangerous to one’s health. Furthermore, as the demand for tobacco increased, it meant that slave labour was introduced from 1619. This meant that enslaved workers supplied plenty of tobacco products that entered the British stores. (Selbie, 2018) Statistics across England have reported in 2018 that smoking has dipped to 14.9%, this is a noticeable low from 19.3% which was recorded five years previous.
     (Barbry, et al., 2015) The legislation created to ban smoking consists of 5 separate regulations: The Smoke-Free (Premises and Enforcement) Regulations 2006; The Smoke-Free (Exemptions and Vehicles) Regulations 2007; The Smoke-Free (Penalties and Discounted Amounts) Regulations of 2007; The Smoke-Free (Vehicle Operators and Penalty Notices) Regulations 2007; The Smoke-Free (Signs) Regulations 2007. In 2012 and 2015 changes were made to both the signs and private vehicle regulations. This saw that at least one sign had to be visible in a public place, and that a vehicle is classed as smoke-free when it is enclosed, more than one person present within the vehicle and if any persons in that vehicle are under 18. From research shows that, we were able to find that MPS voted 342 to 74 in favour of the change to regulation on the 11th February 2015.  Failure to comply with any of these regulations do come with a penalty which is stated in the regulations themselves. October 2007 saw an amendment to the age of purchasing tobacco products from the age of 16 to 18, this makes it harder for minors to take up the habit if they are unable to purchase tobacco products. Fines are in place to retailers if caught selling tobacco to minors.
     

From research carried out by (Coleman, et al., 2007), smoking in the United Kingdom (UK) kills up to 114000 thousand people a year. Across the world it is responsible for up to seven million deaths per year with a large number of these deaths being premature. Out of the seven million deaths it includes 890,000 dying from the effects of second-hand smoke ((WHO), World Health Organisation, 2018).
In 2016/17 ((NHS), National Health Service, 2018) recorded that 484,700 hospital admissions across the UK were due to smoking related causes, with 77,900 recorded deaths being resulted in smoking. Further research has shown that these figures have dropped since 2004/5 where hospital admissions were recorded at 559,800 due to smoking causes out of a total of 9 million admissions in total. 500,755 deaths were recorded in 2004/5 with 88,800 were due to smoking related issues. In 1950 a report was published by the (Science Museum, 2018) within the British Medical Journal by Richard Doll and Austin Bradford Hill showing research by linking smoking to the development of lung cancer. More evidence was supported in 1952, and in 1954 showed that convincing doctors made for a less scepetic public as patients are more likely to believe their doctor. A statement issued by ((BHF), The British Heart Foundation, 2015) read that when people inhale second hand smoke also commonly known as passive smoking, it is still as damaging to their health as the ones who actually smoke the cigarette.
Statistics from (Government of the United Kingdom (gov.uk), 2017) has shown that smoking in general has had a substantial financial burden on the NHS. In 1996 smoking cost the NHS in England alone an estimate of £1.4-£1.7 billion. As smoking has gained popularity over the years it was recorded in 2015 that smoking cost the NHS £2.6 billion, with 1.1 billion due to primary care as a result of smoking. A document created by (Triggle, 2017) reported that many public places expressed their concerns when the ban was first implemented, suggesting that they would lose custom due to the ban. However, over the last decade it has shown that even with some public places failing to keep afloat with 7,000 pubs having to close between 2007-2015, many other establishments have welcomed the ban with improvements being made such as making the establishment family friendly with entertainment available as well as making more of an emphasis on culinary cuisine. Smokers have not been completely left out as establishments have made provisions such as outdoor smoking areas.
     To conclude, if the government had not implemented the legislation in 2007, the recorded number of deaths that are currently associated with smoking would indeed be greater. Health in general would be on a rapid decline with the NHS struggling to fund medical support. Minors have become more aware of the dangers of smoking which in turn has resulted in a fall in underage smoking. Pollution from passive smoking has improved and will continue to improve if we as a nation continue to enforce laws that prohibit smoking. The longevity of live will continue to improve with less medical admission being associated with smoking, this is turn will reduce stress to the NHS and cost can be applied to more instrumental areas of medicine. 
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