Include this acknowledgement of your use of AI at the start of your essay:
I acknowledge the use of [AI Tool] [(AI Tool url)] on [Date] to [Purpose]. 
I used the prompt(s): 
1. [Prompt] 
2. [Prompt] 
3. [Prompt] 
I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated text as my own work. I confirm I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used before, and after the use of AI tools which I may be asked to provide in evidence.
OR
I confirm that I have not used any AI tools in the research and creation of this assignment. I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated materials as my own work. I confirm I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used, which I may be asked to provide in evidence.

Rwy’n cydnabod y defnydd o [Offeryn deallusrwydd artiffisial] (url yr offeryn deallusrwydd artiffisial) ar [Dyddiad] i [Diben fy ngwaith]. 
Defnyddiais yr anogwr(wyr): 
1. [Anogwr] 
2. [Anogwr]
 3. [Anogwr] 
Rwy’n cadarnhau nad ydw i wedi cyflwyno unrhyw destun deallusrwydd artiffisial cynhyrchiol fel fy ngwaith fy hun. Rwy’n cadarnhau bod gennyf gopïau o’m drafftiau, fy nodiadau, ac unrhyw adnoddau eraill y defnyddiais cyn ac ar ôl defnyddio offer deallusrwydd artiffisial y gellir gofyn i mi eu darparu fel tystiolaeth.
NEU
Rwy’n cadarnhau nad wyf wedi defnyddio unrhyw offer AI wrth ymchwilio a chreu’r aseiniad hwn. Rwy’n cadarnhau nad wyf wedi cyflwyno unrhyw ddeunyddiau a gynhyrchwyd gan AI fel fy ngwaith fy hun. Rwy’n cadarnhau bod gennyf gopïau o’m drafftiau, fy nodiadau, ac adnoddau eraill a ddefnyddiais, y gellir gofyn i mi eu darparu fel tystiolaeth.

Critically analyse how learning theories can inform inclusive and child-centred teaching practices (2000 words +/- 10%)
1. Introduction (200-250 words)
· Define learning theories.
· Define inclusive practice and child-centred teaching.
· Briefly introduce: 
· Skinner (Behaviourism)
· Piaget (Cognitive Development)
· Froebel (Play-Based Cognitive Learning)
· Bruner (Constructivism and Scaffolding)
· Vygotsky (Social Constructivism)
· State that the essay will critically analyse how these theories can support inclusion and child-centred approaches while considering limitations.

2. Skinner's Behaviourist Theory (300-350 words)
Discuss key ideas
· Learning occurs through reinforcement and consequences.
· Positive reinforcement encourages desired behaviour.
Links to inclusive and child-centred practice
· Reward systems can support engagement and classroom participation.
· Clear expectations benefit learners who require structure.
· Can support pupils with behavioural or additional learning needs
· Useful when adapted to individual learners rather than applying identical rewards for all.

Critical analysis
· Strength: promotes predictable routines and positive behaviour.
· Limitation: focuses on observable behaviour rather than children's thoughts, emotions and individual needs.
· May encourage compliance rather than independence.

3. Piaget's Cognitive Development Theory (300-350 words)
Key ideas
· Children construct knowledge through interaction with the environment.
· Learning should match developmental readiness.
Links to inclusive and child-centred practice
· Teachers provide age and developmentally appropriate activities.
· Active learning supports children exploring concepts independently.
· Recognises that children learn at different rates
· Encourages differentiation based on developmental needs.
Critical analysis
· Strength: places the child at the centre of learning.
· Limitation: developmental stages may underestimate children's abilities.
· Limited consideration of social and cultural influences.

4. Froebel's Theory of Play (300-350 words)
Key ideas
· Play is central to learning and development.
· Children learn through exploration, creativity and first-hand experiences.
Links to inclusive and child-centred practice
· Play provides multiple ways for children to access learning.
· Encourages choice, independence and individual interests.
· Supports social, emotional and cognitive development
· Supports children with diverse abilities and learning styles to participate meaningfully
Critical analysis
· Strength: highly child-centred and inclusive.
· Limitation: less structured approaches may not meet all learners' needs.
· Some curriculum demands can limit opportunities for play.

5. Bruner's Constructivist Theory (300-350 words)
Key ideas
· Learning occurs through discovery.
· Scaffolding supports children to achieve tasks.
· Spiral curriculum revisits concepts at increasing complexity.
Links to inclusive and child-centred practice
· Learning can be adapted to individual needs.
· Teachers provide graduated support.
· Encourages active participation and problem-solving
· Scaffolding promotes equitable access to learning opportunities
Critical analysis
· Strength: balances support with independence.
· Limitation: effective scaffolding requires skilled teachers.
· Some learners may require more direct instruction.

6. Vygotsky's Social Constructivist Theory (300-350 words)
Key ideas
· Learning is socially constructed.
· Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD).
· Importance of language and social interaction.
Links to inclusive and child-centred practice
· Collaborative learning and peer support.
· Adult guidance helps learners achieve beyond independent capability.
· Values cultural and social backgrounds
· Particularly relevant for inclusive classrooms because it values diversity and shared learning.
Critical analysis
· Strength: strongly supports inclusion and participation.
· Limitation: less emphasis on individual development.
· Reliance on social interaction may not suit all learners equally.

7. Comparative Discussion (200-250 words)
· Compare how all theories support child-centred practice.
· Identify common themes: 
· Active learning (Piaget, Froebel, Bruner)
· Social learning (Vygotsky)
· Motivation and behaviour support (Skinner)
· Discuss differences: 
· Behaviourist versus constructivist approaches.
· Individual development versus social influences.
· Discuss whether any single theory fully meets the needs of all learners

8. Conclusion (150-200 words)
· Summarise the contribution of each theory.
· Emphasise that inclusive and child-centred teaching requires flexibility.
· Can we conclude that combining behaviourist, cognitive, social and play-based approaches enables practitioners to respond to diverse learner needs and promote inclusion effectively?

