


Is crime a social construct? An examination of factors that influence criminality within communities.

Crime has remained a problem within communities, but little research considers the factors that may influence its perception within specific socioeconomic groups. Although crime still opposes a challenge to police services and communities, the significance of criminality has heavily declined. It is estimated that 90% of traditional crime including burglary, violence and car theft has reduced over three decades (Davies, 2024). However, the fear of crime has remained consistent. This can be attributed to the representation of crime in the media, which influences the public’s perception of crime. It is important to acknowledge that different principles and beliefs amongst socioeconomic groups may effect criminality. Through examining different factors, this research will determine whether crime is a social construct within modern-day society and demonstrate how understanding its context is essential for the development of deterrence strategies. Research suggests that the perception of crime varies amongst communities, thereby resulting in different responses towards crime (Wolfgang, 1978). Historically, society collectively had one concept of crime, and all criminals were prosecuted similarly. However, a modern criminal justice system has attempted to ensure that every offender is treated impartially and is rehabilitated effectively to create safer communities (Howard League for Penal Reform, 2024). Despite this, there have been recent discussions in the media that suggest several inequalities in the criminal and judicial system persist. This can be illustrated by the disparities in arrest rates, where black individuals were arrested 2.2 times more than those who are white (Home Office, 2024).  In addition to this, the research will consider the effect that various perspectives of criminality have on crime itself and which factors influence it the most within communities. To examine this, the study will discuss the influence of social disparities, institutional practices and cultural narratives influence the perception of crime. This approach will provide a better understanding of crime and will inform police on how to respond to the specific requirements of communities (College of Policing, 2013).  

Objectives 
The focus of this research is to answer the question, ‘Is crime a social construct?’ through examining the factors that influence criminality within communities. This will be achieved through the following objectives:  
· Investigate the impact of socioeconomic disparities on criminal behaviour in communities: Analyse how factors such as poverty, education, employment opportunities and housing inequalities contribute to the prevalence and type of crimes committed within different socioeconomic groups. 
· Evaluate the influence of institutional practices, such as law enforcement and judicial systems in shaping criminality: Critically assess how policing strategies and criminal justice policies reinforce or challenge the social construction of crime within various communities 
· Explore the role of social and cultural narratives in defining crime within communities: Examine how societal norms and media representations contribute to the public perceptions of criminality

To establish whether crime is a social construct, a variety of literature shall be used throughout this research to demonstrate the correlation between crime and the public perception of it. This includes textbooks, journals, and quantitative research published by reputable and reliable authors. Elements of Merton’s Social Structure and Anomie (1938) and other theoretical contexts shall be used to demonstrate different social perceptions of crime. This article suggests that individuals will commit an offence when they would like to achieve something they are unable to do legitimately. In addition to this, statistics published by the government that demonstrate fluctuations between different demographic groups shall be used to support the topic of this research. This will include quantitative evidence recorded by the police or the Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW). A comparison of the data collected by police and the CSEW will be used to demonstrate the contrast between official and anonymously submitted data. 

The method of data collection that will be used for this research project is a questionnaire, which will contain 10 to 15 questions. A combination of open and closed-ended questions will be used to enable a descriptive examination of the chosen research topic. The use of both examples of questions will produce quantitative and qualitative data. This will ensure that information can be processed quickly (Bodine, 2021) and will contribute to the examination of different perspectives on crime. In addition to this, the wording of the questions will be easily understandable to increase engagement amongst participants. It is important to structure the questionnaire well, by including instructions, clear fonts, and titles (Kelley et al., 2003). As well as this, a consent form will be attached to the survey to ensure that all participants are aware that their responses will be used for research purposes but submissions will be kept anonymous. It is essential that researchers inform participants of the purpose of the research and that they obtain consent before it is fulfilled for ethical purposes (University of Oxford, 2021).

The general sample for this research is those aged between eighteen and sixty-five. There are multiple benefits associated with this age range, including their ability to consent to participate. As well as engaging with a variety of ages, it is important to receive responses from different genders, ethnicities, and social backgrounds. It has been demonstrated through research that diversity is a crucial aspect of achieving credible data that is representative of a wide range of communities (Medical Research Council, 2022). To collect data, the survey will be shared amongst members of the public through platforms such as Twitter and Instagram. The purpose of publishing the survey through social media is to increase the sample size to receive more responses that will improve the quality of the data collected. To have a good representation of the general public, a hundred responses would ensure high-quality and reliable data (Charlesworth Author Service, 2022). 
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