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1. Introduction
Many people confuse musicals and operas, because to the untrained eye of opera and musical theater productions, these two types of operas seem to use singing to perform and promote the plot. However, opera and musical are actually two completely different things in essence. They have significant differences in their place of origin, time background, expression techniques,   themes and artistic style.The following table will intuitively understand the difference between the two (Table1). Next, I will also expand to explain the specific embodiment of the differences between the two.

Table1: The difference between opera and musical

	
	Opera
	Musical

	Origin
	Europe
	United States

	Prosperous country
	Italy
	United States

	Singing style
	Bel canto (traditional,  classical singing)
	Diverse (Bel canto, rock,  jazz, electronic, metal, etc.,  varied)

	Singing themes
	Classical 
	Varied

	Art elements
	Mainly vocal performance
	It is the fusion of vocal music,  instrumental music, dance, drama and other forms



Source: Bjorkner (2008); Donahue et al. (2014); Echternach et al. (2014)

2.1 The difference between the two singing 	backgrounds
Operas and musicals are completely different from each other in terms of origin and historical background. According to Kayes(2017) and Welch(2017) , opera has a much longer history, with its roots in the Greek oratorio, which in turn has its roots in religious culture. Therefore, opera originated in Europe, from the expression of religious themes began to develop all the time, flourished in the Baroque period of Italy, and later developed into French grand opera, operetta and so on.And musical is the birthplace of the United States, its emergence and the development of the United States is as short.（Kayes et al., 2017). I couldn't agree more. Many people think that musicals are an evolution of opera. The author and I totally disagree with this view.The author gives detailed examples to prove that musicals are not the evolution of operas.According to Kayes et al. (2017), musicals are one of the few native rather than foreign products of American culture. Musicals were born out of American culture and economy at that time. They were originally Follies, which were highly entertaining. The world's first musical show Boat was also born on Broadway in 1927, which ushered in the golden age of Book Musicals in the United States. Five classic book Musicals created by Oscar Hammerstein: The King and I, Carousel, Oklahoma! Sounds of Music, South Pasific came out one after another, and at this time Europe was still immersed in the creation and appreciation of opera. Therefore, opera and musicals have no inevitable connection in their origin, and the latter cannot be simply said to be the evolution of the former.
2.2 The difference between the two singing themes
The story themes of opera are basically under the category of classicism. Although the long history and wide influence of opera itself may lead to different stories being told by different operas, no matter what period of opera,  even if the stories are ever-changing, stories of certain classes or times will not appear. In contrast, the stories told in the musical theater are completely free in artistic style(Bjorkner, 2008). According to Sliiden et al. (2016), you may see the stories of people of all time and space, of all classes, of all fields, of all professions and even of all genders on the stage of the musical theater. These stories also have diversified narrative techniques. It can be said that there is nothing that any other modern play uses that cannot be used in a musical.
2.3 The difference between the two singing styles
In terms of singing style, the two are also very different. For opera, the only way to sing is Bel canto（Italian）. According to Donahue et al.(2014), Bel Canto is the most important form of opera singing, requiring the actor's voice and voice position consistent. Opera usually divides vocal actors into different parts according to gender, pitch and sound quality. Generally divided into dramatic tenor, lyric tenor, baritone and bass; dramatic soprano, lyric soprano, coloratura soprano, soprano, and fixed by a voice singing different roles.Musicals, however, are quite different. Musical drama roles and the needs of the story, There may be various singing styles and singing methods. For example, in Jesus Christ Superstar, the singer needs to use the popular singing method with strong rock flavor, Phantom of the Opera requires singers to use operatic Bel canto(Echternach et al., 2014).As a result, musicals often do not strictly define the sound department of an actor, but rather require that the actor be competent for a variety of sound and sound features and singing skills. At the same time, the musical requires actors to have a more intuitive voice expression when singing, sometimes even from speaking to singing, singing to speaking. During the singing is to express the joys and sorrows of the role need to be directly expressed in the singing. Compared with opera, the aesthetic appreciation of vocal performance is more classical, implicit and elegant. Although singers are required to express their emotions, they should also pay attention to the independence of vocal music and conform to some general aesthetic rules.

3. Conclusion
It can be seen from the above points that music and opera are two completely different dramatic art forms with huge differences. Opera performance is more inclined to the singing of traditional vocal skills and the embodiment of musical accomplishment.The musical pays more attention to the melody and voice, the singing is natural and generous, the singing is kind and easy-going, and the meaning of the lyrics and songs is sincere and touching. So why do so many people conflate the two? Especially us Chinese. I think the bottom line is that musicals and opera in modern China belong to western minority cultures. Most Chinese audiences are not exposed to enough operas and musicals. For these people, musicals and operas are all about singing and telling stories. On the other hand, if they are sufficiently exposed to music and have enjoyed many operas and musicals at the same time, I believe they will know the difference between opera and musical.
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