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The report will be discussing the significance of research skills in academic writing. In this report, the benefits of enhancing research skills will be discussed which can help learners in their academic year. The report will be analyzing the concept of referencing and references which are used in academic writing to visualize its purpose and importance. Further, the discussion will be made on the relevance of paraphrasing and in-text citations. 
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Research skills refer to the capability of an individual to gain relevant answers or solutions pertaining to a problem. It is the skill that helps learners to develop in-depth information through which one conclusion can be ascertained related to the topic of the study. This skill helps to know what is needed in the particular research and what needs to be avoided. These are the skills which can help an individual to create new concepts and make an understanding of the data used. Research skills are very important for an individual because they enable the learners to locate appropriate and relevant data on a particular topic (Rodríguez et al., 2019). Through this, the evaluation of the information can be made to bring out significance and quality. Research skills allow an individual to make proper use of the information through which solutions to a specific problem can be ascertained. Research skills can give the learner the ability to communicate and synthesize particular ideas in oral or written forms. Apart from this, research skills can build the critical thinking skills of an individual. As the curiosity of an individual gets boosted and they start creating questions pertaining to a topic and thereby they will end up demanding more answers. This way the learners can gain an understanding of different patterns or themes of information and thereby make the choice of the most appropriate one to form meaningful information.
Research skills are the most important skills through which an individual can have access to more in-depth information on areas such as literature review, primary research and research methods. Research skills help to create a strategy which is effective enough to gather facts and reach a conclusion so that relevant answers to specific questions can be formed. The research skills can help to minimize the cost incurred in visualizing different sources for the formation of information. It helps to look out for the most relevant and current data according to what is going to work for the topic (Teng and Yue, 2023). It further cultivates self-awareness as once an individual starts doing research the benefit they get from the research reflects on their attitudes and beliefs. It is because it encourages a person to open their minds to others’ way of thinking and ways of looking at things differently. It also contributes to practical skills of communication by enhancing an individual’s ability to articulate opinions, ideas and findings coherently and clearly. Through research skills, an individual can learn to organise thoughts and even present arguments based on evidence.
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Referencing is the formal system of indicating or directing when the words of authors or opinions are being used in academic writing (Azizah et al., 2021). It is a way of giving credit to the authors for making use of their ideas to develop one's arguments and ideas. Reference is the relationship between two or more objects in which one object acts as how a connection with the other subjects can be formed (Vijai et al., 2019). It is considered the act of referring which means designating someone to something. It is important because it helps to mention something in writing to back up a source of information. Both reference and referencing are important because it helps to signify the quality of the work developed and thereby detail the primary sources. It indicates the extent of the information or data being used for a particular subject. Proper referencing helps to remove the question of plagiarism as every submitted academic manuscript is scrutinized several times before it is even accepted for publication. Referencing is very crucial as it supports the evidence presented in a particular subject and allows others to determine the sources which have been used. It is considered an important part of academic work as it puts the work in context and helps to demonstrate the depth and breadth of the research. Paraphrasing is a way of using different phrases or words to present the same ideas. It is mainly used with short sections of sentences or phrases. It is the process that allows an individual to integrate evidence material into assignments by providing an alternative to using direct quotations (Siddique et al., 2020). Paraphrasing is important because it shows that an individual has been able to understand the source well enough to convert the same idea into one’s own words. It usually gives the power to a learner to use direct quotes which should not be used frequently. It helps learners to feel that their ideas are respected and valid because no judgment is involved. It also helps the learners to hear how their opinions are being interpreted by others. It lets an individual focus on ideas rather than words. This is because when one is paraphrasing they are not usually copying the words and pasting them but instead taking the keywords and putting them into one’s own words. This helps to make the writing of the learners sound more natural and also helps to understand the ideas of the original authors. 
In-text citations are inserted in between the texts of the research to document the source briefly relative to the information. It is a short acknowledgement that one includes whenever information or data is quoted from a source in academic writing. It also refers to the short form of reference which is included in the main body of the research or work. In-text citations are important because it allows the readers to delve into a particular subject area beyond one publication (Aljuaid et al., 2021). It can help to locate more quality scholarly papers for further reading within the particular field. It can also protect against plagiarism by differencing and indicating which data or information is coming from what sources. It can be used as a way to indicate one's work or writing. The main purpose of the in-text citation is to denote an information’s source to the reader at the key areas in the research where the information is relevant. It can also help learners to give credit to the work of other people and provide the reader with more information about the source from which the research is conducted. Hence, with the use of in-text citations in academic writing one can increase the credibility of their research and protect it from forms of plagiarism. The research paper must include in-text citations because without it will be difficult to check the resources which have been used in conducting research.
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Research skills are the most vital part of the process of writing as they enable one to find information or data to create an outline for a particular subject area. Thus, the learners need to enhance their skills in research in the following ways-
· By learning to recognize the quality of a source because not every source can be relied upon. To determine a reliable source, one needs to use their analytical as well as critical thinking skills (Huddleston et al., 2019). Thus, the learners must also try to enhance and learn critical thinking skills so that the most appropriate source can be used to form information.
· By verifying the information or data developed within research relevant to particular subject areas from several sources. Instead of going off of one webpage, the learners should try to ensure that at least two different places are explaining the same idea.
· There are skills such as communication skills and time management skills which are related to research skills (Coffelt and Smith, 2020). Therefore, learners must try to first develop their communication skills so that they can make use of the information from different sources with their own words and ideas to form arguments or judgements. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.2s8eyo1]

[bookmark: _Toc137578674]Conclusion 

From the above discussion, it can be concluded that research skills are very important in academic writing. It is the skills that can help the students to develop their knowledge of particular information and make use of their own words while conducting research. In research skills, there are certain factors that the learners need to consider such as paraphrasing, referencing, in-text citations and so on. These are the factors that are required to make a complete understanding of the research relative to the subject area. It helps the readers to understand the reasons why the key aspects have been covered and from where they are analyzed. Thus, learners should make appropriate choices of the source before inculcating information data within the research. They must ensure that only authentic sources are included, and the opinions of other authors are given due consideration.   
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