The following essay aims to discuss the main assumptions of three theoretical frameworks and analyse how these theories can be applied in the classroom.  The works of the first theorist being explored, is known as Skinner (1904–1990). Skinner is known as the father of behaviourism and is widely known for his theory of reinforcement and operant conditioning (McCain, 2013). According to Skinner, desired learning outcomes can be achieved if the behaviour of an individual can be changed. His theory focuses on the aftermath of the response; that animal and human behaviour is controlled by the events that come before the behavioural response and the events that come after (consequences) of the behaviour (Johnson, 2014).
Preventing negative behaviours within educational settings has become embedded in educational policies. Skinners theory of behaviourism can help to lead teaching practices that result in achieving a desired behaviour and developments in learning Operant conditioning strategies such as using praise is frequently adopted in the classroom as a means of encouraging positive behaviour and motivating learning. However, the Behaviour-Specific Praise (BSP), a positive reinforcement strategy points out that learners can only value the praise given, if it is specific and they can see that their efforts are being recognised and encouragement is given on task-relevant behaviour (Rafi, Ansar & Sami, 2020). 
Skinners theory is further implemented for classroom management purposes. For example, Akinboye (1992) and Omomia (2008, cited in Omomia & Omamia, 2014), argue that reinforcement is a fundamental strategy when aiming to develop acquisition of skills and better performance. When applying skinner’s theory of operant condition in the classroom, teachers can use reinforcement schedules, particularly in situations that necessitate quick intervention to reinforce positive behaviour. An example of School A applying this method can be seen for example, when children are asked to remain seated for story time and there is usually one or more that frequently gets up off the floor to run around, there is a timer set for those children for ten minutes to remain seated, every time the child/ren remains seated, they are given a token (a reward). After each day, the children are asked to count up their rewards and by the end of the week, they accumulate all their rewards and in response, some children get certificates for remaining seated when asked. It is suggested that positive reinforcement should be applied immediately so that children are able to clearly distinguish positive behaviour being rewarded (Omomia & Omomia, 2014). 
The second theorist known as Lev Vygotsky (1978 cited in Mishra, 2013) is a Russian Psychologist who had great influential approaches to education, learning and teaching.  Vygotsky introduced the concept of the zone of proximal development (ZPD). “The zone of proximal development is the distance between what children can do by themselves and the next learning that they can be helped to achieve with competent assistance” (Raymond, 2000, p.176). Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory relates human development as a social process where children develop their knowledge through the ‘the knowledgeable other’ (MKO). He believed there was a difference of what a child of a mental age could do with and without help and what a child could achieve with help from an adult (teacher) and or their peers. To enable learners to reach independence, Vygotsky used Bruner’s scaffolding approach as a tool for development (Sam & Premalatha, 2014). Vygotsky viewed scaffolding as “the role of teachers and others in supporting the learner’s development and providing support structures to get to that next stage or level” (Raymond, 2000, p. 176). The scaffolds however, are intended to be temporary, the aim being that as the child develops their understanding, the scaffolding given by the MKO is gradually withdrawn. Thus, the child is able to become a self-regulating, independent learner (Chang, Sung, & Chen, 2002)
Within a school setting, scaffolds can be used in the form of prompts, cues, models, symbols, hints and direct instruction (Hartman, 2002). For example, a teacher can use questions as a scaffold to help solve problems. If the learners are unable to answer the questions, the teacher can use a more intrusive verbal prompt and increase the level of questioning. For example, the questions “how do change the work lady to ladies?” can be modified using a verbal prompt such as ‘what rule do we use why changing the letter y to make it a plural?” (Mishra, 2013). 
School A follows this strategy using some of the examples already mentioned, children love to act out story time into a play as part of a group, not one child is left out and they really enjoy it. They learn language skills, verbally acting, singing and socialising which is what Vygotsky’s theory portrays.  
Dewey (1915, cited in Leshkovska & Spaseva, 2016) as known as an American Philosopher and educator. His theories on education influenced educational reforms in American schools and beyond. At the start of the twentieth century, Dewey criticised the traditional school system arguing that it led to passive students. As such, his educational theory marked the early steps made to reform education, promoting instead, a person-centred approach to teaching and learning (Leshkovska & Spaseva, 2016)
He believed that in order for the teacher to maximise the child's education, you must aim to recognise the growth and development of each pupil, without experience the pupil cannot show growth. Dewey had two ideas to support his theory, firstly the role of the teacher within his Lerner centred philosophy and secondly the importance he placed on reflection for both teachers and the learners. His suggestion that learned needed direct direction and teachers have the responsibility in making sure the learning is encouraging and channelling to ensure curiosity and motivation to improve or to develop their intelligence. Over many years this approach has worked well within the school setting, social, healthcare and law as such it has been adopted as a tool for learning. Dewey stressed the importance to reflect on one learning to be effective, each experience should be connected and reflected. in the old and new curriculum Dewey's theories have influenced the schools in particular the primary education settings, where a more traditional approach of knowledge-based system is more of a learner centred, in which has been the key focus of education policy , for example the forest school approach , school A foundation phase adopts this approach and finds this lesson refreshing and fun to learn, they seam more intrigued in finding out facts about the plants, trees, insects and many more.  From this active approach  children would be more involved, more motivated, have more excitement and more helpful in all aspects of learning, (Binek-Rivera & Mathews, 2004; Bonwell & Eison, 1991; Guthrie & Cox, 2001; Stewart-Wingfield & Black, 2005) including televisions quizzes such as ‘who wants to be a millionaire Binek-Rivera & Mathews, 2004; Bonwell & Eison, 1991; Guthrie & Cox, 2001; Stewart-Wingfield & Black, 2005) Children from a cognitive perspective are more likely to engage in higher things of thinking such as analys and evaluations according to Dewey experimental theories. (Anderson & Krathwohl, 2001; Bloom, Engelhart, Furst, Hill & Krathwohl, 1956; Bonwell & Anderson & Krathwohl, 2001; Bloom, Engelhart, Furst, Hill & Krathwohl, 1956.) He suggests that his theory will encourage pupils to identify concepts of the real  world. (Donovan, Bransford, & Pellegrino, 1999; Driscoll, 2002; Rubin & Hebert, 1998; Serva & Fuller, 2004; Whetten & Clark, 1996).Other theorist used the same methods as of Dewey approach such as Hackathorn and colleagues (2010)
In this essay we can identify that the three theorists that have been discussed in the essay have different approaches to how children learn and behave within a classroom setting and outside lessons as well., they approaches differ to the curriculum and education. Skinners focuses on rewards, positive, negative rein enforcements and operant conditioning, which is behaviourist approach whilst Vygotsky uses social constructivism approaches to learning, and Dewey uses pragmatic approach and his theory’s has an influence on today's learning. The discussion would of explained that all settings are different, it is a child centred approach and educational thinking where each theorist uses different approaches to learning, one would say children mature as they grow to develop understanding whereas another would say they all came from different backgrounds and that additional learning needs has an impact on learning. I believe that all three theorists have argued a good point of how learning can be done and improve. I like the reinforcements put in place that encourages children to want to learn when praised it makes a massive different even when it’s a little bit of work that has been done that’s an improvement and that praise is what child will remember. and forest school is fun children have lots of enjoyment from being outdoors, dewey’s approach has a massive impact too on children learning as they do- hands on approach helps not only their learning bit children mental health and wellbeing. 
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