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Executive Summary
The report has presented the importance of various criminal laws for identifying potential offences and providing defences regarding the scenario. Polly, a schizophrenic woman, has been found to become paranoid after attending a social event at a local bar. The anger and delusions caused due to paranoid condition led Polly to commit a series of offences. Verbal abuse was caused by Polly on Roxanne, the bar lady and in return, she damaged Polly's car as property damage. Mohammed was involved in an external affair with the bar lady that is socially wrong and this ultimately led to Polly murdering Mohammed based on personal triggers. The various defences applicable to Polly based on the scenario and offences have been discussed. 


[bookmark: _Toc134625594]Introduction
The following report will outline the various criminal laws and statutes for a given scenario. The offences committed in the provided scenario will be discussed in the report. The scenario represents a case study where Polly is a schizophrenic patient who attended a social event with Mohammed at a local pub. While attending the event, Polly starts experiencing delusions and notices that Mohammed was flirting with Roxanne who was the bar lady. This leads to a series of public abuse on Roxanne and hits Mohammed to the extent that the death of that person. Polly committed a series of offences after Mohammed confirmed a presence of relationship with Roxanne. This makes Polly anxious and leads to committing the crime. Along with that, the report will also highlight the types of defences that are applicable to Polly's case. Relevant case law studies will be applied for analysing the situation and presenting the appropriate law for the crimes committed by Polly.  


[bookmark: _Toc134625595]Overview of the scenario
The overall scenario revolves around Polly and Mohammed. As seen in the scenario, Polly suffered from schizophrenia and Mohammed was Polly’s long-term partner. During an incident, Mohammed was flirting with a lady in a bar which made Polly paranoid. Therefore, Polly noticed the moped of Roxane and causes harm to the brake cables of it with the help of a broken glass. After that, Mohammed was accused by Polly regarding having an affair with Roxane. A denial can be seen from Mohammed regarding this accusation in the beginning though after a while Mohammed has accepted the affair that caused Polly to hit Mohammed on his head using a glass ashtray that instantly kills Mohammed (Baker, 2020). 


[bookmark: _Toc134625596]Identification of the criminal offences in the scenario
Assault
The first identified criminal offence in the above scenario was assault. Basically, the term assault refers in the case of R v Constanza (1997) to the reckless or intentional causing of another individual to apprehend the instant infliction of a particular force that is unlawful (Law Teacher, 2021). In the above scenario, Polly has used inappropriate words or slang terms against Roxanne that can be considered a verbal assault. Polly’s actions can be considered threatening due to unlawful actions regarding the breaking of the brake cables of the moped of Roxanne. This has clarified that Polly has committed an assault against Roxane. 
Criminal damage
Polly has caused damage to the physical property of Roxane which can be identified as criminal damage. As mentioned in the case of R V Sangha (1998), criminal damage refers to the actions of an individual directed towards damaging or destroying the properties of others without any reasonable lawful excuse (Digestible Notes, 2023). As per the above scenario, it still has not been clear as to whether the damage to property of Roxanne caused by Polly involved a lawful excuse or not. The paranoid anger and delusions may be caused Polly to act impulsively due to the perceived relationship between Roxanne and Mohammed. However, the lawful excuse cannot be determined by the mental health conditions of Polly. This enlightened me that Polly has been involved with an offence of criminal damage.
Loss of Life
The third identified offence committed by Polly was the loss of life. This is one of the serious offences caused by Polly regardless of its reasons. Taking information from the case of RV Woolin (1999) helps in defining this offence as the unlawful killing of an individual with the intention to kill or cause grievous harm to the body (House of Lords, 2023). As per the above scenario, Mohammed has been hit by a glass astray by Polly that cause to be dead. Though it has not been clear whether Polly has the intention to kill Mohammed or to cause some bodily harm. Though in both ways offence has been committed by Polly that can be categorised into two types based on intention. If Polly has the intention to kill Mohammed, then it can be considered murder and if Polly has the intention to cause harm to only certain body parts of Mohammed, then it can be considered as the offence of Grievous bodily harm or GBH (Murray, 2021). Polly has accused Mohammed of having an affair with Roxanne and also insinuated the respective person by stating that Mohammed finds Roxane more attractive than Polly. After a certain period of denial Mohammed at last accepted it which makes Polly emotional and caused to commit the crime of hitting Mohammed with glass astray. The actions of Polly seem to be intentional and the decisions made regarding using astray as a weapon were most probably driven to emotions. 
Extra-marital affair
Extramarital affair may not be a criminal offence rather it can be considered a social offence. As per the scenario Mohammed has been seen to be flirted with Roxanne, a bar lady despite having Polly as a long-term partner. This has caused Polly to become emotionally unstable and made to perform some serious crimes.


[bookmark: _Toc134625597]Defences considered for the scenario
Partial defence of loss of control
Loss of control can be defined as a type of partial defence undertaken on behalf of the accused that can decrease the liability for killing a person to manslaughter. Loss of control is not considered to be a type of general defence rather it is prevalent only for the offence of killing. The defence of loss of control can be considered to be appropriate for Polly after killing Mohammed with a glass ashtray (Howe, 2022). Polly lost self-control as triggered by the fact that Mohammed was close with the bar lady, Roxanne and flirting with the lady. Suspicious thought of Polly due to sexual infidelity was one of the major causes to be out of emotional control. The extreme point of the trigger was when Mohammed after several arguments with Polly finally snaps at Polly and reveals that the truth regarding an affair with Roxanne. They were in a relationship for the last 9 months and are deciding to be together in future. All these events eventually led to Polly becoming completely anxious and paranoid leading to the death of Mohammed. Section 54 of the Criminal Justice Act 2009 highlights the partial defence of loss of control for the accused (Stahn, 2019). This case can be justified and linked with this law as Polly had a qualifying trigger factor that led to herself a loss of self-control. The suddenness of the loss of control matters for Polly according to subsection 1(a) of the Criminal Justice Act 2009 (Bettinson, 2019). This is due to the fact that she was desiring to kill Mohammed to take revenge on himself and Roxanne. Apart from killing Mohammed, Polly also publicly abused the bar lady vigorously which is not desirable. However, Polly left the local pub and went home with Mohammed only to kill himself after the potential triggers.     
Self-defence
Despite the offences taken into account by Polly, the considerable defences that can be applied in the case of Polly need to be considered. Self-defence is one particular type of defence that refers to the application of reasonable force by an individual in order to protect themselves or the other members of their family from an attack of an aggressor that has the potential to cause bodily or life-threatening harm. As per section 76 of the Criminal Justice and Immigration Act 2008 of the UK, it is permittable to use reasonable force for self-defence purposes (Crown Prosecution Service, 2021). As per the case of Polly it can be argued that the action made by Polly was for self-defence purposes. The actions of Polly regarding hitting Mohammed with a glass astray can be seen as a response to the acceptance of Mohammed regarding his affair with Roxane and a belief that a threat to the relationship between Polly and Mohammed has been caused by Mohammad himself. Though the success of those defences may be questionable as previous harm was already caused by Polly to the brake cable of the moped of Roxane that can be taken into account as the aggressive personality of Polly. The medical condition of Polly for instance schizophrenia can act as a defence mechanism for Polly. 


[bookmark: _Toc134625598]Conclusion
The above report has focused on the relevant criminal laws and legislations that are applicable to the case of Polly and Mohammed. The various offences committed by Polly at the bar and after going home have been discussed. These potential offences include loss of life, criminal damage, and assault. The verbal abuse caused by Polly on Roxanne has been discussed as a public offence and has been referred to R V Constanza case law (1997). The delusion and anger that developed in Polly due to being paranoid after seeing Mohammed flirting with the bar lady, caused to criminal damage. This comes under the R V Sangha (1998) case law and has been discussed in the report. Further, the various types of defences relevant to the scenario like partial defence of loss of control have been highlighted in the report. 
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