


Essay one:
Evaluate the effectiveness of crime prevention strategies (e.g., problem-oriented policing, predictive policing, intelligence-led policing, reactive policing) in relation to a specific type of crime of your own choosing. Your answer must be based on academic research, not personal experience.


This essay will explore the impact and effectiveness of a crime prevention strategies that are police led that attempts to contend with knife crime issues. Knife crime is the illegal carrying of a sharp or bladed object or the use of one in violence. This issue obtained much political and public attention in England and Wales since the mid 2000s (Bullock et al., 2020).

Understanding the underlying philosophies of the crime prevention strategy is essential to adequately address the effectiveness of crime prevention strategies as a method of reducing crime. ‘Problem-oriented policing’ (POP) is an approach developed by Herman Goldstein for improving police effectiveness. Problem-orientated policing tactics have a dual attention, according to Miller, Hess, and Orthmann (2014). The first attention is to identify the specific problem within an incident. The College of Policing (2020) formulated a report drawn from data collected from twenty of the forty-three territorial police forces in England and Wales to establish the extent, nature, a pattern, and quality of police problem solving in England and Wales. One finding suggests that POP is primary performed in neighbourhood policing teams. The reasoning is that the neighbourhood policing teams have greater resources, protected time, and a closer relationship with the community they serve. Hinkel et al., (2020) conducted a met analysis of thirty-four studies the effectiveness of POP in reducing crime and disorder. The review states that while POP was not always successful, overall, it had tended to result in noticeable decreases in crime and disorder. Scott & Clarke (2020) support this conclusion, that serious violence was reduced. Knife remains a significant problem in policing in England and Wales, multiple approaches have been implemented in efforts to tackle knife crime using POP, but little research is known about how these approaches are implemented by police. Bulllock et al., (2020) attempt to address the gap in the literature by examining the methods and difficulties of implementing problem-oriented and public health approaches to knife crime using. Results showed that knife crime was seen as a complex social problem as serious violence was viewed as a shared, multi-agency issues that the police could not tackle alone. POP approach is described in the context of SARA (Scanning, Analysis, Response, Assessment). A potential crime is identified, analysed by gathering information and intelligence to identify underlying cause of the problem using predictive policing.

The second crime prevention strategy is Predictive Policing, the science that calculated risks in relation to a crime using police programmes that involves inputting relevant police data and production of outputs. These outputs predict when and where crime will occur, usually either by identifying areas oh ‘high crime’ or persons who are likely to commit to be victims of crime (Essex Police, 2023). Although, predictive policing does not replace conventional police strategies e.g., problem-orientated policing improves on these conventional methods by using innovative statistical models and algorithms. Schlehahn et al. (2015) implies that predictive policing is effective in identifying patterns in large quantity of data thus, police resources can be deployed more accurately in police and time. An example, progressive hot spot identification models and risk terrain analysis are used to predict where criminal activity is most likely to take place (Meijer & Wessels, 2019). This approach to identifying and prevent crime works hand in hand with problem-orientated policing. College of Policing (2021) conducted a knife crime problem solving guide, in Essex, a problem analysis of non-domestic knife use was using the VOLATGE framework. The examination found that offenders were young males between the ages of 15-24. However, the use of knives repeatedly by offenders was unusual, which made it difficult to concentrate on repeat knife offending. Moreover, half of them had engaged in illicit drug makers, according to analysis of their prior known offences, intelligence categories, and warning markers. Thus evidencing, the strength of POP and predictive policing in tackling and identifying offender and victims of knife crime.

The third crime prevention strategy is known to be ‘traditional policing’, Police responding to the public’s needs, concerns or requests rather than anticipating them. This approach can be viewed as a separate and isolated form of policing rather than proactive. A criminal investigation can be instigated using a reactive approach. This is when there’s a report from the general public, referral by other agencies, intelligences links to other crimes, re-investigation as a result of new information or a consequence of other police actions (College of Policing, 2023). The Government response to knife crime tends towards introducing legislation to better regulate the carrying of knives in public places and the possession and sale of knives (Bullock et al., 2023). The Offensive Weapons Act (2019) was introduced making it illegal to possess dangerous weapons in private, as previously it was only an offence to carry knives in a public place. This Act followed with Police powers to seize these dangerous weapons and the introduction of the Knife Crime Prevention Orders issued by the courts. This order allows the individual to engaged with appropriate service to cease them being involved in violence. The common reactive approach to incidents involving knives is, police stop and search, school-based knife crime interventions and focused deterrence. South Wales Police have responded by introducing ‘Operation Sceptre’ and the campaign ‘NOT THE ONE’ to tackle knife crime and linked problems of severe violence and illegal drugs (South Wales Police, 2022).  Since the start of April 2021, 128 weapons were seized off the street. Although this has proven to prevent future serious crimes, evidence from literature show that reactive approach can sometimes backfire and make matters worse. Police knife amnesties and stop and search activity are believed to have little positive impact on violence prevention and may instead promote a "us" and "them" perspective that actively inhibits engagement with prevention intervention (College of Policing, 2021). According to the HMIP (2022) review of the approaches to knife crime in 2022. Limited trust in authority was revealed to be a major factor in relation to aggressive masculinity and knife tolerance by Palasinski et al. (2019).

In conclusion, problem-orientated policing is evidentially the most effective crime prevention strategy in relation to knife crime. It allows for the use of research findings to develop strategies that are best tailored to reduce crime and disorder whilst marinating the confidence and trust of the public. Goldstein raises that the Police had become so focused on the means of policing that the underlying problems of such crime and disorder effecting the community failed to be addressed. Thus, evidence-based policing can guide the Police to operate their duty, support communities, tackle crime and improve the relationship with the community. 
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Essay two:

Response policing – evaluate the role of response police in dealing with major incidents. Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies.

A major incident is an event or circumstance that necessitates a response under one or more major incident plans of the emergency services (College of Policing, 2023). Following a major incident, it is likely to include severe harm, disturbance, damage or risk to human life or welfare, environment, or national security. This essay will evaluate the response of policing in dealing with major incidents.

A major incident declaration remains a judgment made in a specific local and operational context, thus there are no precise and universal threshold or triggers. A major incident can. However, every incident will categorically belong to either the "rapid onset" or "rising tide" category (Northumbria Police & Crime Commissioner, 2022). The ‘METHANE’ model is framework provides a common structure for responders and control rooms of major incident to allow information sharing. This is a framework that is greatly used by the Police forces.
The Police control room record initially record and share a METHANE message directly on the police databases. The initial information inputted through multiple METHANE message progressively develops to aid shared situational awareness in those responding to the incident between control rooms. The first stage is a major incident initially needs to be declared and the exact location of the major incident is to be provided in micro detail e.g., street name, landmark etc. The third stage, the type of incident needs to be defined e.g., explosion and any hazards known or suspected are to be identified. It is vital that the first responder arriving on scene consider their safety thus, routes that are safe to use and provide access to the incident need to be declared. The number of casualties and level of injuries need to provide. Importantly, identify which emergency services are on scene, and the quantity of responding agencies that are required (JESIP, 2022). 


The Manchester Arena attack on 22nd May 2017 has been deemed the deadliest attack in the UK since the London bombing that occurred 7th July 2003. Twenty-two persons were killed in this attack when a suicide bomber denoted an improvised explosive device in an arena. Both physical, emotional, and psychological trauma was caused to over a hundred persons.  Kerslake (2018) report reviewed the response to the attack and detailed the benefits of the collobrative partnership and emergency planning as well as recommendations. The Police fast response on the scene was condemned. Appraisal was noted for the Greater Manchester police response as six-armed response vehicles carrying twelve authorised Firearms officer arrived at the arena eleven minutes after the initial contact. A couple minutes following, the Force Duty Officer acted upon the information present and declared the Operation PLATO contingency for a Marauding Terrorist Firearms Attack. This meant that sixteen other agencies including NWAS, GMFRS and military were aware of the declaration. The Force Control Room simultaneously received word that there had been an explosion. Appraisal were raised for the Family Liaison Officer, many of the families benefited greatly from their presence, which went far beyond their official responsibilities. As well as appraisal, a major area recommendation was of note due to the Fire and Rescues Service late response of two hours due to being ‘outside the loop’, having no presence at the rendezvous point established by the Police. The failure was deemed as a combination of poor communication and poor procedure. 

The robust literature all evident that the Police play a crucial role in preparedness for and response to any major incident. Another example of a major incident is that London bridge attack in 2017. This incident involved three men who hired a van and drove into pedestrians on London Bridge, killing two individuals. The attackers wore dummy suicide vests, left the van armed with large knives, which they used to kill a future six individuals. The armed police response quickly within eight minutes and shot them dead (Anderson, 2017) . In 2017, London and Manchester suffered four attacks killing multiple people. Research was conducted to explore the aftereffects of such events and aimed to gain a greater understanding go the first responders to the London Bridge attack. Rew (2021) found that the lack of collaboration amongst agencies, which caused delays in treatment times, caused participants to have an unpleasant experience. It has been emphasised that the Police are more likely to make the first contact with survivors, thus it is crucial that they are informed on where support is available and how to get there in order to prevent people from having delays in getting help. However, this study does not really evaluate the advantages of online support and support network systems for persons impacted by terrorist attacks.

 Major incident can quickly escalate to critical incidents as evident by the Macpherson (1999), the Stephen Lawrence Inquiry (1999) subsequent the investigation into the murder of Stephen Lawrence in 1993. Early intervention has been demonstrated to help avert a large loss of confidence in situations when there is a chance that a case would escalate into a critical incident (College of Policing, 2023). A more proactive police response is evident in South Wales Police investigation into the murder of Aamir Siddiqi a 17-year-old in 2010 in Cardiff. This Case study involved two masked men forcing their way into the family home of the deceased whereby he was fatally stabbed, and his parents seriously injured. The rationale declaration of the critical incident by the Police was due to multiple factors such as the local and national media interest, the murder occurring opposite a busy park during an afternoon and that Aamir was a young Muslim and well loved by the community. South Wales Police engaged with the community early into the investigation by consulting with the community representative and a poster/leaflet of appeal was arranged using Urdu as the main language. Police presence at local mosque as a sign of respects during Friday prayers. The Medical appeal was tailored to ease the means of communication with the Asian communities by being uploaded on YouTube. The proactive approach was evident of good police engagement within the community and build a good relationship by increasing public confidence (NPIA, 2011). This

To conclude, the Police provide a quick and efficient response to major incidents as evident by case studies and academic literature. The proactive approach by Police is extremely important in prevents a major incident turning into a critical incident. It is vital that the Police work with multi-agencies and in accordance with Operation PLATO to continue to better and provide a collaborative and safe approach.
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Essay four: 
What impact can personal bias have on investigations, and how effective are the measures in place to prevent this? Your answer must be based on academic research rather than personal experience. 












































Essay five: 
What characteristics or factors increase the risk of exploitation by Serious or Organised Crime Gangs? Your answer should examine both the psychological and socio-economic characteristics of victims of exploitation.
Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies.

