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Abstract
The aim of this dissertation is to investigate the use of force within the police in the United Kingdom and evaluate the perception of the use of taser for all frontline officers. The researcher carried out an in-depth critical analysis into the current available literature souring the topic of the perception of taser and evaluate the literature of officer who carry and do not carry taser.

To obtain a greater understanding of the perception of taser withing UK policing a survey was produced for police officers to complete and provide individual responses to be analysed. The survey allowed for common themes to be identified surrounding the use of force, officer safety and the suitability of the standard issue of police appointments and personal protective equipment.

Themes identified in relation to this project are: 
- The role of UK officers
- The rise in violent and organised crime
- Violence against police
- What taser is and how safe it is

The aim of this project is to answer the question: “Should all frontline officers carry a taser?”.
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Chapter 1 - Introduction
This chapter aims to provide the reader background information, a rational for the study and to explain the aims and objectives surrounding the study. This research aims to evaluate the perception of taser within the United Kingdom and critically analyse the current literature surrounding the topic with the aim to answer the question: “Should all frontline officers carry a taser?”.

1.1 Background
The United Kingdom is one of the only countries that do not routinely arm their police officers with firearms or taser. In the United Kingdom, violent and organised crime is on the rise (Office for National Statistics, 2024). This research aims to understand how equipped officers are to undertake their duties and the impact it has on their safety and welfare. 

The role of a police officer in the United Kingdom is a demanding role and one that is constantly changing, alongside this the public perception of the police is at an all-time low (The police Foundation, 2017). The research aims to identify the public perception surrounding use of force and analyse the factors surrounding that. 

There is a noticeable increase of the use of weapons within the commission of crime as research shows that year on year this number grows with questions being asked around how equipped officers are facing the growing threat (Office for National Statistics, 2024).

Frontline officers are at constant risk of assault with the number of daily assaults growing and officers are assaulted in numerous different ways from being spat at to injured with weapons. There is a growing violent trend towards officers with records showing it is at an all-time high (Police Federation, 2023).

1.2 Research rational 
The circumstances for this research proposal rational are due to the ever-growing demand and threat that United Kingdom officers are currently facing which asks the question are frontline officers equipped to carry out their roles safely. Each year assaults on police grows alongside organised crime which raises questions around the safety and suitability of the current frontline officers. The demand and role for frontline officers is changing however little change has been made to progress the current frontline role with current levels of frontline officers subsiding.

1.3 Aims and objectives  
The aim of this project is to evaluate the perception of taser within the United Kingdom and the factors surrounding officer safety with the growing demand and threat towards them. The project will also aim to provide the factors surrounding the perception of taser and evaluate current literature surrounding it’s use.
These aims will be completed by completing the following objectives:
1 -	Identify the perception of use of force and the use of taser.
2 -	Evaluate the research around taser carrying officer’s vs non taser carrying officers.

1.4 Structure 
In order to ensure successful completion of the project in line with the objectives, each section will be broken down into chapters. Chapter 2 will provide greater academic reading surrounding the objectives and allow for critical analysis. 

Chapter 3 will aim to identify the most appropriate research technique and the methodology towards my primary research.

Chapter 4 will aim to analyse the data gathered from the research which will gather and identify key themes in order to aim to gather an understanding.

Finally, chapter 5 will finish the project providing an overall conclusion of the analysed research. It will provide research implications and provide recommendations as well as future research.


1.5 Conclusion 
This chapter has now provided the background of the topic as well as outlined the key aims and objectives. It has provided explanation on why this topic requires further exploration in the way of an independent project. The next chapter will critically analyse the current academic literature surrounding the topic.













Chapter 2 - Literature review
2.1 Introduction
This chapter of the dissertation will be a collation of the current key sources of academic literature, and it will examine the key topics surround the question:

Should all frontline Police officers carry taser?

This chapter aims to answer what is a taser and to provide an analysis of what options are currently available to UK police officers whilst completing frontline duties. It will also look at the increase of violent crime and how equipped officers are to combat this. Alongside this, the chapter will look at the public’s perception of police and the concept of routinely arming officers with taser. The review will help to highlight the gaps in the research.

The literature review will contain information from several sources which will be obtained from the internet. Sources have been obtained from The University of Wales Trinity St David’s online library, Google Scholar, Sage journals and online documents.  These sources provide a range of academic information to collate information surrounding the research topic. To establish an overall understanding of the topic, research will be conducted around modern-day policing and how effective the UK Police are. This will provide an insight to how the police are perceived and what factors affect this whilst providing an understanding of how effective the police currently are. The search term used to obtain the information will include ‘effectiveness of British Police’, ‘Violent crime UK’, ‘Assaults on police’, ‘Should the UK police be armed’ and ‘Perception of UK Police force’.

2.2 The role of frontline Police officers
Police officers provide a critical role in the frontline battle of crime. Officers detect, prevent and investigate crime whilst playing a key role in providing reassurance to the communities they serve. Constables are to maintain the highest of standards and provide a service which improves the quality of life for the citizens they serve (College of Policing, 2023).  The role of a police officer is often described as ‘front line’ which is seen as officers who are actively answering the calls from the public and delivering a service to the public all whilst completing proactive and visible patrols. These frontline officers also investigate and prevent crime (Politcs.co.uk, 2011). His Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (2011) completed research and released a report into the suitability and viability of the police. The report finds that only 41% of officers are currently frontline. The report does not undermine the importance of the non-frontline roles but stressed what is required of a modern-day police force and if current frontline levels are enough to cope with demand. The report emphasises the demand put on the low levels of frontline officers and given such factors such as illness, injuries and other uncontrollable factors, are the police equipped to fulfil the frontline role. His Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (2011) goes onto explain the knock-on effect on the public’s perception of the UKs police force if the service cannot be delivered effectively.
In the UK all frontline officers carry the following equipment; 
· Handcuffs. 
· Retractable Baton.
· PAVA (Irritant spray).
· Stab proof vest.
These items are issued to all officers and are expected to be always carried. Further specialist equipment is available such as taser however this is only issued to officers who have trained to use that specialised equipment, and it is not always wildly available (Brook, 2025). Brook (2025) also raises the question whether the basic issued equipment enough giving the demanding role of a frontline officer. Hall (2015) explains how far the UK has changed from what is known as traditional policing due to the years of cuts and the rise of significant terror events such as the 7/7 bombings and the Manchester arena attacks. UK forces are faced with an ever-changing threat and a much higher level of threat with practices and procedures constantly being adapted or created. Again, as emphasized by Hall (2015) this reiterates the question of how equipped frontline officers are to deal with these often, random events.

2.3 Violent and organised crime
There has been a steady increase in the level of violent and organised crime within the UK. In 2023, the National Crime Agency (NCA) were actively investigating over 800 of these cases within the UK (Cathy Haenlein, 2023). The article explains how year on year these cases grow and that the ‘conventional toolkit’ of the British police is outdated and states these problems faced by the UK are unlikely to go away.  Statistics published by The Ben Kinsella Trust (2024) shows an 87% increase in the past 10 years in the number of recorded offences involving a knife or sharply pointed objects. The information has been collated which shows overall in England and Wales there was 54,587 police recorded offences up to December 2024. It’s suggested that the UK is in a knife epidemic due to the number of young persons involved in knife crime increasing. This is linked to several factors, mainly socioeconomical (Skarlatidou et al., 2021). However, the journal references the distrust young people have for police. Young people do not trust the police therefore resort to ‘policing themselves’ with often tragic consequences. Skarlatidou et al (2021) suggests that a big factor which contributes to the lack of trust in the police is the ‘stop and search procedure’ carried out as people often feel targeted due to their perception that they believe the police are racist which in turn breaks down trust further. 

The College of Policing (2017) describes stop and search as statutory power police hold to detain and search a person depending on circumstances when they have reasonable grounds to suspect that person or persons may be in possession of unlawful items. The police utilise these powers however they are often heavily contested by the public when such powers are acted upon. This often means that police are stuck between having a resource that can be used to combat issues such as carrying knives, but this is faced with the back lash and repercussions from public and further distrust (Halford, 2023). Statistics published by The Home Office (2022) state that since the increased number of stop searches in 2019, 50,000 knives and offensive weapons have been taken off the streets which shows what a good power stop search is for the police.
2.4 Violence against police
Research conducted by the College of Policing (2019) found that police officers are 8 times more likely to be assaulted than any other profession. In the financial year of 2018-2019, 30,000 officers were assaulted of which 10,000 of the assaults resulted in injury and this number continues to grow. The Police Federation (2023) published in 2023 the number of assaults against police rose to 40,330 with an average of 110 assaults per day. The article explains how an overwhelming factor in the number of assaults against officers is due to the lack of funding. Officers are often single crewed and without access to the latest equipment, training and funding the number of assaults will continue to grow each year. The tragic killing of PC Keith Palmer and 5 others has been described as a preventable tragedy due to the officer being left in a vulnerable position with no equipment. The coroner ruled that this could have been prevented giving the circumstances to which the officer was in (Collier, 2018).  

Following the growing number of assaults against police officers a nationwide procedure for documenting assaults on police was put in place called OP Hampshire. Introduced in 2015, it aims to help support officers that have been physically or mentally affected following an assault on duty and it also aims to make sure that assaults are investigated. Op Hampshire records all the relevant data surrounding assaults on officers and gives clear and concise statistics surrounding the growing issue (Oscar Kilo, 2023).


2.5 What is Taser?
A conducted energy device (C.E.D) which is more commonly known as a taser is described as a less lethal option that incapacitates a subject using electrical current that disrupts the body’s neuromuscular system causing the person to be incapacitated while also causing the subject pain (College of Policing, 2022). The College of Policing (2022) state that there are 3 types of tasers that can be carried by UK officers, these are;
· TASER X26e.
· TASER X2.
· TASER 7.
Taser was first introduced into UK police forces in 2003 following a trial period within the armed response section. The trial set out to establish the effectiveness of a less lethal option, however due to strict criteria and guidance set out by the Association of Chief Police Officers, taser was only allowed to be carried by authorised firearms officers until 2007 where the guidance changed so that any officer with the correct training can carry a taser (McGuinness, 2021). 

Recent research conducted by the University of South Wales (2024) described the use of taser by police as one of the most contentious tools available at the police’s disposal. Although described as a contentious tool, the research carried out by the University of South Wales (2024) indicates an overall support from the public. In 2016, a survey was conducted with 9000 members of the public responding of which 79% supported more officers carrying taser. A following survey was conducted in 2019, with 4000 members of the public with the findings suggesting that 66% of people would feel safer with all officers carrying taser. 

The Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC), (2021) raised concerns over the legitimacy of taser, stressing that if community concerns are not addressed through national guidance, training and scrutiny then police will lose public confidence and backing within the use of taser. These warnings were issued following a review of 101 separate investigations into the use of taser between 2015 and 2020. This subsequently led to a report where 17 recommendations were made. The IOPC’s review found that there needs to be greater scrutiny and monitoring into the use of taser finding that 68% of the complaints indicated a breach in the professional standards or that they committed a criminal offence (IOPC, 2021).

The University of Cambridge (2018) suggests that officers who routinely carry tasers and are visibly armed with tasers are more likely to use force. The research found that officers carrying taser used force 48% more often but are also more likely to be assaulted than officers who are not carrying taser. The University of Cambridge (2018) expressed that the presence of a taser often provokes a pattern of behaviour making the subject more aggressive towards officers to which officers respond more forcefully. Ariel et al, (2018) has complied research surrounding the use of taser stating the roll out of taser across England and Wales is “A Randomized Controlled Trial”. The research indicates how across the world taser has been routinely carried by law enforcement for over 40 years compared to the UK where not all officers routinely carry it. The article raises concerns over the how equipped British officers are with the relatively new use of force tactic and whether the presence of a taser itself escalates subjects’ behaviour. The article however does not undermine the risk that British police officers face, with concerns over how often officers are not equipped in often violent situations. The findings recommend the concealment of taser may provide a way of preventing escalation however stresses the importance of effective tactical communication prior to any force being used.

The Police Federation (2019) expressed that police officers are requesting to carry taser if the appropriate training is given. The survey conducted by the Police Federation (2019) found that out of 7000 officers, 81% stated they would feel safer with a taser. The Federation has found that with the rise of violent crime and the rise in assaults against police it has left officers feeling vulnerable and unequipped. The UK Government has acted upon concerns raised by both police forces and the public over the rise of violent crime within the UK with over 6 million pounds of funding delivered to forces across the UK allowing for an extra 8000 officers to be equipped with taser (Home Office, 2020).

2.6 How safe is taser?
Tasers are the most studied use of force and are the most effective non-lethal force available to officers and have been recorded to have prevented over 300,000 deaths or serious injury (AXON, 2024). A journal by Stevenson and Drummond-Smith (2020) explains how that not all cases of taser deployment result in injury however when such event does happen the injuries are often minor. The journal describes the stigma of taser resulting in serious injury but there is no evidence to support taser causing a high percentage of serious injury or death. Sheppard, K.G. and Welsh, B.C. (2022) also emphasise how effective taser is when dealing with a violent individual as taser reduces the need for more lethal option while reducing the risk to not only officers but the subject in question.  Sheppard, K.G. and Welsh, B.C. (2022) explains how often just the threat of a taser can reduce a subject’s behaviour and the use of taser can prevent escalation.

Since 2003, there has been 18 deaths associated with taser with concerns raised that officers have been using tasers as a pain compliance device rather than using it to incapacitate subjects (Newton, 2023). Research by Newton (2023) finds that there is growing concern over the use of taser of Black and minority ethnic (BAME) backgrounds stating there is a disproportion in the use against members of the community as they are 4 times more likely to be tasered. In 2019, 74% of taser deployments were on members of the BAME community (Newtown, 2023). The research indicates the potential knock-on effect this has on the public’s perception of taser.

2.7 Conclusion
To conclude, the research has found how varied and demanding the role of a police officer in the UK is. Within recent years, there has been a steady increase in violence against police officers. Noticeably, there has also been a rise in the number in violent and organised crime. Research has indicated that the threat imposed on the UK is changing and questions being raised as to how equipped the police are to deal with this threat. The number of young person’s carrying knives and weapons are growing whilst trust in the police falls. Despite efforts to tackle these issues police are often faced with negative scrutiny from the public causing further divide.

However, the public have called for an increase in the number of officers carrying tasers, with research finding they would feel safer knowing officers have taser capability. There are however several concerns over how taser is used with the IOPC publishing 17 recommendations. 

The taser is documented to be one of the safest and effective less lethal appointments available to police with years of research into its capabilities. Again, although highly researched it holds a negative public perception.

Although taser holds a negative perception there is a greater call from the public for officers to be equipped and alongside the new and adapting threats to the UK and officers it poses a viable solution for both officer and public safety.  Throughout my research I have acknowledge there is a gap in independent views and perception of taser from frontline officers’ point of view.




Chapter 3 - Methodology
3.1 Introduction 
The previous chapter analysed existing literature surrounding the use of taser in the UK, how the public perceive the use of force by officers, how the role of a police constable is constantly changing and whether frontline officers are equipped to deal with the role. This chapter will establish how the research will be conducted, the data it produces and how that data is analysed. 

Research provides an evidence-based understanding and can be used to address a variety of problems and situations (Md. Ashikuzzaman, 2016).  This chapter of the dissertation will help answer the question, ‘Should all frontline police officers carry Taser?’

The research aims to establish how the use of force is perceived within United Kingdom Police and evaluate the opinions and experiences of officers who carry and do not carry taser. This research will provide an insight to how the UK police are perceived and establish the views of Police officers and how equipped they feel they are to conduct their roles. The role of a frontline police officer is a demanding and challenging role which is always changing (The Police Foundation, 2017). 



3.2 Research strategy 
The method of research conducted will be through surveys. Surveys allow for specific questions to be asked to gather views, experiences and preferences allowing the researcher to gather a standardised data from a target audience (Hassan, 2022). The benefit of being able to target a specific allows for accurate reliable data to be obtained, however when targeting a specific audience this can result in lack of participation due to a number of factors such as the lack of incentive to get involved or the unwillingness to take part also known as survey fatigue, due to participants often being offered surveys on a regular basis (Educational Wave, 2025). Surveys allow for a controlled and structured format which aids in research, the surveyor can ask relevant questions surrounding the topic and the type of answer whether they be multiple choice, yes/no or free text can be chosen by the surveyor and parameters such as who can access the survey and the anonymity of participants can be also set (Survey Planet , 2025). Considerations need to be made on how questions are worded with clear structured questions provide best results (Einola and Alvesson, 2020). A good question provides relevant information clearly and not have too much information allowing for easy engagement. The question will reflect the desired response option allowing participants to feel confident in want they are answering (Wolf, C, 2016).

The survey will be created utilising Microsoft Forms and will be posted on the force’s intranet page which allows the specific audience to have access to this whilst within a secure domain that cannot be accessed outside of the force. The use of a survey allows for flexibility for the target audience as officers work a variety of shifts and the intranet can be accessed anytime by officers. Surveys are a form of Asynchronous Research meaning participants can take part at their own pace and when convenient (Han, 2022).

The survey will offer several yes or no questions and the analysis of the surveys will identify patterns and accumulate data which can be analysed. The survey will also allow participants to express their opinions on certain questions allowing them to share their views and experiences on the topic which will provide greater transparency from the audience. This type of research allows for qualitative and quantitative data. Quantitative research collects measurable numerical data whereas qualitative is not measured by numbers, it can be collected through interviews, written records/accounts or observations (McLeod, 2025). When the audience expresses their own opinions, it allows the researcher to be more informed around the subject and the target audience and it provides each participant with a sense of individuality (Albudaiwi, D, 2017). 

3.3 Data collection 
12 questions will be located within the questionnaire for participants to answer. When designing a survey it is important to consider the length as if a survey is too long it often negatively effects the completion rate which therefore impacts the research data (Rep Data, 2025).

The individual responses provided by participants will be read to establish themes and topics. Each reply can be sorted into a category to establish consensus surrounding factors over the use of taser, how equipped officers feel and related themes such as the of their use of force and concerns surrounding that.

3.4 Data analysis 
Data analysis is a crucial part of research as analysis allows the data collected to be understood, presented and interpreted (Hoonaard, W, 2008). The data collected will be assorted into pie charts. Pie charts provide a clear informative way of displaying data and they can be easily interpreted and establish a clear pattern in data (Group, 2018). Google documents will be used to produce the data results from the questionnaire which can be visualised and presented in the pie chart form. Data collected from the open-ended questions will be disseminated and assorted accordingly to common themes to present individual experiences.
See Appendix A for charts.

3.5 Limitations and problems
Identifying possible limitations is crucial to the validity and credibility of research and it aims to establish possible areas the undermine research (Hassan, 2023). A potential limitation of the research could be the specific target audience being in one force as the survey will be advertised internally in one force. The answers will reflect the demographic of one force and not provide an overall UK picture. This initial data will provide a key insight into the issues raised however may not provide an overall picture. Another possible limitation is participants willingness to take part are share their personal experiences surrounding the topic as this may limit how many participants take place and the overall amount of data collected.

3.6 Ethics 
There are ethical considerations surrounding the research however to overcome this the survey will be advertised and completed anonymously. This will provide participants the opportunity to complete the survey openly and honestly. Another consideration is the security of personal information and the form. No personal data will be collected as all participants will remain anonymous. The survey will also be advertised and stored via the forces secure intranet which cannot be accessed externally.

3.7 Conclusion
This chapter has successfully identified and demonstrated the most suitable form of methodology and helped achieved the second objective of the research project. The next chapter of the dissertation will present and analyse the collected data.




Chapter 4 - Data analysis
4.1 Introduction
This chapter of the dissertation will aim to present and analyse the data collected as part of the primary research conducted. An online survey was created on Microsoft forms and shared to serving police officers on the force intranet. 41 participants took part allowing a greater understanding of officer’s perception of taser, officer safety and how equipped officers feel to complete the role. A copy off the survey questions and responses will be found in Appendix B.

4.2 Findings
Should officers be equipped with taser
Analysing the research data collected from participants, the data shows when asked should all officers be equipped with taser, 88% responded with yes. However, 83% of those participants stated they do not carry taser and only 73% of participants would carry taser if the training was available. The literature review identified there is a lack of evidence to analyse the opinion of front-line officers on the regular carrying a taser. However, research documented in the literature review conducted by The Police Federation (2019) shows a similar result with 81% of the survey’s 8000 participants stating they would carry taser if the training was offered.  



How equipped are frontline officers  
The data produced by participants evidences that 61% do not feel they are equipped to carry out the role of a frontline officer with the standard issue appointments and the personal protective equipment (PPE) provided. Comparing this to research conducted in the literature review, Hall (2015) raises concerns around how equipped officers are given the ever-growing threat within the UK such the 7/7 bombings and how traditional policing is changing. The literature review also indicated the rise of violent and organised crime. 

Analysing the data, 85% of participants responded that they have attended a call where a taser was operationally necessary however they have deployed without one. Comparing this with research identified within the literature review, research conducted by The Ben Kinsella Trust (2024) shows an 87% increase in the past 10 years in the number of recorded offences involving a knife or sharply pointed objects. 

The Police Federation (2023) also found that officers are often single crewed and without latest equipment and training. Further analysing and comparing this to the data collected, 60% of participants are likely to be single crewed completing duties. 

Officer safety 
Within the survey participants were asked to add a short comment around officers’ safety. Analysing these results produced common themes such as, double crewing, taser availability and public’s perception. The low number of resources were brought up by several participants alongside stating double crewing would be a much safer option. The participants state there are not enough taser officers and they cannot always request one. The literature review identified a report carried out by His Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (2011) which suggest that forces are struggling to cope with operational demand and the direct effect that is having on officer safety. 

The survey data shows that participants expressed how having a taser present de-escalates situations. Comparing this with data identified within the literature review suggests that officers who carry taser are 48% more likely to use force however less likely to be assaulted (The University of Cambridge, 2018). Also documented within the literature review are incidents to which officers have lost their life to which a coroner ruled that if the constables had access to extra appointments, the tragic subsequent events may have been avoided (Collier, 2018).  

Public’s perception of taser 
When analysing the data, the theme of the public perception of taser is raised from several participants. The public’s perception of the police use of force and the controversy it carries was identified within the research. The literature review identified that the use of force by police officers is heavily scrutinised by the public and the public’s overall perception and confidence in policing has declined over the years. Also documented in the research is although the public are scrutinizing the police that they feel safer with the reassurance that officers carry taser and see it as a positive to help combat the rise in violent crime. University of South Wales (2024) found that out of 4000 participants 87% were in favour of police officers routinely carrying taser. 

4.3 Conclusion 
In conclusion, the research has suggested officers would like to be equipped with the use of taser if the training was offered. The research has identified that officers feel carrying taser increases officer safety. Although identified as way to increase safety, participants state that greater resourcing is needed and have raised concerns that officers are not double crewed routinely and the effect this has on safety. Officers have also stated that currently they do not feel equipped to complete their duties with the standard level of appointments and PPE provided. The research has also identified that although officers would like taser to be more readily available, not all would be willing to routinely carry the taser device.







Chapter 5 – Conclusion and recommendations
5.1 Introduction 
The overall aim of this research was to advance the understanding of the use of force and discuss whether all police officers in the United Kingdom should carry taser.

The main objectives were to identify the perception of the use of taser within the United Kingdom and evaluate the research surrounding taser and non taser carrying officers.

5.2 Summary of findings
Researching into the use of force within the United Kingdom has identified that the officers in the UK are one of the only countries that do not routinely carry firearms or taser. Research conducted University of South Wales (2024) explains how taser is seen as one of the most contentious uses of force, although described as contentious a survey conducted of 9000 members of the public found that 79% supported more officers carrying taser. A later survey found the out of 4000 members of the public 66% stated they would feel safer with more officers carrying taser. The Independent Office for Police Conduct (2021) has raised concerns around the legitimacy of taser, calling for greater scrutiny in the review process of use of force and highlighted that between the years or 2015 and 2020, 101 separate investigations were on going surrounding the use of taser.
The research identified concerns over how equipped officers are to conduct their role. A report conducted by His Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (2011) emphasises the impact demand is having on frontline staff and the evolving challenges they face. The UK has been described as being in a knife epidemic with 54,587 police recorded offences up to December 2024 (Skarlatidou et al, 2021). Comparing this empirical the research conducted with officers which identified that 85% of participants stated they had attended a call where a taser was necessary however were deployed without one.

Research identified that within the UK violent and organised crime is on the rise, The Ben Kinsella Trust (2024) identified an 87% rise in 10 years of the number of recorded offences involving a knife or sharply pointed objects. Comparing this to the standard issue police appointments is very concerning. The research identified that this number is projected to grow year on year however there has been no significant change into the standard issue of police appointments in over 20 years. The empirical research conducted with officers asked whether officers feel equipped to undertake their duties with the standard issued appointments and personal protective equipment provided with 61% of participants stated no.  

Officer safety and welfare appears to be declining at a significant rate as documented by The Police Federation (2023) that there are 110 assaults on officers everyday within the UK. Again, this number has also grown year on year. Officers who took park in the empirical research raised a common theme around double crewing, stating it would provide a safer alternative. Alongside this, concerns were raised around the availability of taser and the practicality of a taser resource always being available. The empirical research conducted shows 88% of participants stated they believe all frontline officers should carry a taser. 

Concerns have been raised and 18 deaths in the UK have been linked to taser since 2003 with researchers raising concerns over is disproportional use on Black and minority ethnic (BAME) backgrounds (Newtown, 2023). Multiple studies have been conducted into the safety of taser. AXON (2024) estimates the use of taser to have prevented over 300,000 serious injuries or death since its introduction.

5.3 Recommendations 
Through the course of completing research the following recommendations have been identified;
Firstly, officers within the United Kingdom do not currently have the resources or funding to complete the role efficiently or effectively. It has been identified that officer welfare is being neglected, and this is having a knock on and detrimental effect. Officers are dealing with an unmanageable level demand which appears to be growing. Officers’ welfare needs to be greater managed, and opinions sought from those on the frontline.

Secondly, assaults on officers are growing. This again influences welfare and staffing levels. The research has indicated how officers are commonly single crewed and how safety is detrimentally affected by this. Alongside the concern for officer safety there is a dramatic grow in the use and possession of weapons within the UK. Violent and organised crime are growing but there is not an increase of police resources to combat this. The standard issue of police equipment has not changed within the last 20 years. Crime is evolving but it appears officers are not evolving with that change. A review needs to be considered into officers’ safety with the potential for double crewing but also review the standard issue of appointments and how effective they currently are.

Thirdly, greater transparency between the public and police when using force. Often the publics opinion may not be made off facts, rather opinion or speculation. Greater transparency would help gain public trust and confidence whilst disposing of any myths surrounding police tactics. The use of body worn video cameras is now standard practice around the UK and they could provide an insight to what officers have to deal with and allow members of the public to discuss and understand police tactics. This may help prevent controversy and concerns over the use taser and other techniques.

5.4 Limitations 
When conducting research for this dissertation the objective to identify and evaluate current literature around taser and non taser carrying officers. Within my research, I identified there is little literature to evaluate opinions of currents officers carrying taser. This may be down to factors such a police forces policy around the sharing of information. Research was identified from organisations that support the police however this provided an insight to statistics with no officer’s opinions, or the issues raised by officers as to why they are in favour of taser use. The empirical research conducted with officers allowed for a greater understanding of why officers provided their response which after analysing these the results coincides with research documented within the literature review which raises concerns around staffing, welfare and suitability of the current police forces. 

Greater understanding could be established by further research across all UK police forces. This may allow for further common themes to arise as well as allowing for comparison about how individual forces may affected by certain factors.

5.5 Further research 
The dissertation aims and objectives have allowed the question to be answered. The empirical research conducted has allowed for the identified gap in the reached to overcome however and expansion of the research around all UK forces will allow for a greater amount of evidence to be analysed. This however may provide difficulties due to the sharing of information and the challenges that brings. This may be overcome if a research time scale could be prolonged however due to current time constraints that cannot currently be overcome. Allowing for a greater audience to participate will allow for greater critical analysis to take place however this project has provided a key incite to a gap in the current availability of information.


5.6 Conclusion 
Taser has been identified as one of the most controversial tools that are used by officers however is also the most studied use of force available and described as the best non-lethal option available. Concerns have been raised over the legitimacy and how the use of taser can directly impact the public’s opinion of police. Although a controversial tool, the evidence suggests that not only the public, but officers themselves are asking for more taser equipped officers to be available. Crime within the UK is evolving dramatically with concerns raised around how equipped the standard officer is to deal with the change. Year on year assaults on officers grown alongside the violent crime and use of and availability of weapons however with no changes have been into the standard issue of appointments available to officers. This dissertation has raised awareness around the safety of officers and how equipped they are to deal with the evolving crime within the UK.
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