Assemblages


The coming and going of a heterogenous and nonhierarchical group of entities; these are constantly in flow and flux, in a state of becoming. 
It brings together materials, matter and entities at different scales:
· microscopic environmental data
· individual artefacts
· the component materials/parts of this object
· contents of an object
· geographical scale 
· intangible, ephemeral, and immaterial things, including thoughts, ideas, and social structures.
“ad hoc groupings of diverse elements, of vibrant materials of all sorts... living, throbbing confederations” (Bennett 2010: 23) 
An assemblage actively links these parts together by establishing relations between them.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Using the concept of an assemblage we should be able to think beyond the residual physical remains of the past and instead focus on the ebb and flow of (im)material interactions, and through this to explore relationality in the past. It is closely aligned with the ideas of enchainment, accumulation and layering we have looked at earlier. Also with itinerary of object and agential realism.
We will revisit two of the archaeological examples from Iron Age cemetery of Lefkandi Toumba (Greece). How might we think about these as assemblages?






Lefkandi Toumba 
[image: lefkandi necklace]	[image: lefkandi burial finds]
 [image: queenburial_lefkandi] [image: burials_toumba]

Heroön: double burial (male cremation and female inhumation), double horse burial.
Richly adorned female: gold pectoral & breast plates; gold & faience necklace with gold pendant (antique – from Babylon, c.2000 BC); iron knife with ivory handle by her head; numerous bronze & iron gilt pins.
Buried in floor of large east-facing apsidal building (45 x 10m) which was then covered by tumulus. Later cemetery grows up to east of building.
[image: Image result for lefkandi toumba]
[image: Comparable artefacts as found: 1. In the oldest layer, Phase 1, of the Phoenician family tomb no. 1 at Achziv in North Israel dated to the 10th century BC, probably to 950-900 BC; 2. In Toumba tomb 79 at Lefkandi on Euboea in Greece, dated around 900 BC.] [image: lefkandi weights]
Tomb 79: mid-9th century BC. Wealthy male cremation burial. Grave goods include a number of imported “heirlooms”: MBA North Syrian seal (c.19th-17th century), 16 BA haematite weights & bronze weighing balance.
Iron spear and arrowheads, iron sword (killed sword), imported Iron Age Cypriot pot, 
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Achziv, Phoenician family Tomb n.1, phase1 Lefkandi, Tomb 79
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