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Introduction
The Government have recorded statistics of the levels of crime and crime types since 1898, and in 1898 this value stood at 82,426 total crimes. (Government Official Statistics, 2012) This rose to its highest point of 6,013,759 total crimes in 2004 before dropping in 2020 to 4,305,638. (Government Official Statistics, 2013)
This dissertation will try identify the significant factors that may have caused these dramatic changes in the level of crime. With particular focus on advancements in technology being a significant factor in these changes. Undoubtably there will be several sociological, economic and policing factors that may have also had an impact on these statistics, and whilst some of these factors will be considered, the focus will remain on technological improvements. 
The crime statistics suggest that there are in total 185 different types of crime, however this number is too large to consider all the offences. Therefore, this dissertation will only focus on offences that fall within the Theft Act 1968. However, Government data identifies 25 different theft offences within 11 subcategories, this again is too large a number to look at. Hence, I will only look at 5 categories; burglary (domestic and non-domestic), robbery (of person and business property), shoplifting, theft from a person, theft of a vehicle (vehicle interference, theft from a vehicle, theft of a vehicle). These 5 categories have been selected as they are the most common and well known of theft offences and it is expected these will be the largest affected by any technological improvements. For example; the introduction of CCTV, use of forensics, vehicle and building security improvements. The statistics of these 5 categories will be analysed and evidenced in graphical format with the aim to try correlate any improvements in technology to a change in the level of crime. 
For example, in 1993 vehicle thefts stood at 597,519 which has now fallen to 93,653 in 2020. (Government Official Statistics, 2013) Since 2000 vehicle security has massively improved with the introduction of electronic alarms and immobilisers, and central locking. (Home Office, 2016, pp.4-5) This is likely to have had a significant impact on crime statistics as the vehicles became much harder to steal with the introduction of a capable guardian. Hollis-Peel et al., (2011, pp.53-70) state that for a crime to occur there must be a motivated offender, a lack of a capable guardian, and a target. Therefore, with these technological improvements in 2000 it introduced a capable guardian making the offence harder to complete, and possibly also making the offender less motivated to commit the crime. 
Whist Government data goes as far back as 1898 I will only look at data from 1960, as not only is it too much data to consider, but also it is expected that a number of the most significant technological improvements will have occurred since 1960. 
This Government data is readily available online and is easily accessed by the public and the assumption is that this recorded data is accurate as it has been published by the Home Office Official Statistics Historical and Current Crime Data. 

Objectives
The objective of this dissertation is to correlate Government crime statistics for theft offences against significant technological advances to identify if improvements in technology have resulted in a reduction in theft crime. Other factors such as economic, policing, sociological factors will be considered in this dissertation as they undoubtedly may also have an impact in crime statistics however the focus will remain on technological improvements.

Methodology 
All crime data will be sourced from 3 data sets available from the Government website. This data is broken down into theft offences over the years 1898-2001/2002 (Government Official Statistics, 2012), March 2003-March 2015 (Government Official Statistics, 2012), March 2013- latest data set. (Government Official Statistics, 2013)
	Offence Description
	Offence Group
	Offence Subgroup
	Offence Code

	Aggravated burglary in a building other than a dwelling
	Theft offences
	Non-domestic burglary
	31

	Aggravated burglary in a dwelling
	Theft offences
	Domestic burglary
	29

	Aggravated vehicle taking
	Theft offences
	Theft of a motor vehicle
	37.2

	Attempted burglary in a building other than a dwelling
	Theft offences
	Non-domestic burglary
	30B

	Attempted burglary in a dwelling
	Theft offences
	Domestic burglary
	28B

	Attempted distraction burglary in a dwelling
	Theft offences
	Domestic burglary
	28D

	Blackmail
	Theft offences
	Other theft offences
	35

	Burglary in a building other than a dwelling
	Theft offences
	Non-domestic burglary
	30A

	Burglary in a dwelling
	Theft offences
	Domestic burglary
	28A

	Dishonest use of electricity
	Theft offences
	Other theft offences
	43

	Distraction burglary in a dwelling
	Theft offences
	Domestic burglary
	28C

	Interfering with a motor vehicle
	Theft offences
	Vehicle interference
	126

	Making off without payment
	Theft offences
	Other theft offences
	49A

	Other theft
	Theft offences
	Other theft offences
	49

	Robbery of business property
	Robbery
	Robbery of business property
	34A

	Robbery of personal property
	Robbery
	Robbery of personal property
	34B

	Shoplifting
	Theft offences
	Shoplifting
	46

	Theft by an employee
	Theft offences
	Other theft offences
	41

	Theft from automatic machine or meter
	Theft offences
	Other theft offences
	47

	Theft from the person
	Theft offences
	Theft from the person
	39

	Theft from vehicle
	Theft offences
	Theft from a vehicle
	45

	Theft in a dwelling other than from an automatic machine or meter
	Theft offences
	Other theft offences
	40

	Theft of mail
	Theft offences
	Other theft offences
	42

	Theft or unauthorised taking of a pedal cycle
	Theft offences
	Bicycle theft
	44

	Theft or unauthorised taking of motor vehicle
	Theft offences
	Theft of a motor vehicle
	48


(Government Official Statistics, 2012)
The 5 categories identified for this dissertation are shown in the below table, these are categories already used in the government statistics: burglary (domestic and non-domestic), robbery (of person and business property), shoplifting, theft from a person, theft of a vehicle (vehicle interference, theft from a vehicle, theft of a vehicle). These have been grouped together in order to make the data easier to interpret, as they are like offences and any technological improvements would have the same impact on each of the individual offences. 
Any other theft offence will not be considered for this dissertation. 

	Offence Group
	Offence Subgroup
	Offence Code

	Theft offences
	Non-domestic burglary
	31, 30B, 30A

	Theft offences
	Domestic burglary
	29, 28B, 28D, 28A, 28C

	Theft offences
	Theft of a motor vehicle
	37.2, 48

	Theft offences
	Vehicle interference
	126

	Robbery
	Robbery of business property
	34A

	Robbery
	Robbery of personal property
	34B

	Theft offences
	Shoplifting
	46

	Theft offences
	Other theft offences
	47, 40, 42, 41, 49, 49A, 35, 43

	Theft offences
	Theft from the person
	39

	Theft offences
	Theft from a vehicle
	45

	Theft offences
	Bicycle theft
	44


(Government Official Statistics, 2012)
The following stages have also been identified to help monitor my progress and outline the methodology of the scope of work:
Stage 1- Source the 3 data sets available through the Government website.
Stage 2- Produce statistics of current and historical crime statistics in a graphical format. Moreover, assess each data set to ensure that the theft offences have been categorised in the same way across all 3 data sets. 
Stage 3- Merge the 3 data sets into 1 table 
Stage 4- Select the data to only show the 25 theft offences.
Stage 5- Merge the data into 11 subcategory theft offence groups. 
Stage 6- Select the data to only show 5 subcategory theft offence groups which this dissertation will focus upon. 
Stage 7- Research into significant technological, sociological, economical and policing factors that may have impacted crime statistics. For example; the number of police officers, introduction of CCTV, forensic improvements, vehicle and building security and numbers of vehicles in the population. 
Stage 8- Try to correlate these factors against the 5 subcategory theft offence groups by graphing these in a timeline series over laid with significant dates that technological improvements occurred if applicable. 

Ethical Issues and Risks
This dissertation relies only on government statistics that are in the public domain and open source information about technological advances, hence there are no ethical issues or risks that have been identified as a result of completing this scope of work. 

Plan of work 
To ensure that all work is completed in the designated time frame I have completed the following table to help my monitor my progress and help monitor my time. I have included my supervisor’s reviews to also help monitor my progress and to assist with any issues that may arise. The majority of the work will involve researching and compiling the crime statistics and the dates of any significant factors that may have impacted the statistics.
	Item 
	Section of dissertation 
	2021 - 2022

	
	
	

	
	Nov
	Dec
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun

	1
	Research Proposal and Ethics form: Submission due 15/11/21
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Supervisor Review 13/12/21
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Supervisor Review 27/12/21
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Source 3 data sets of theft offences
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Identify other significant factors that may have impacted theft levels. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Literature Review: Submission due 24/01/22
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Supervisor Review 07/02/22
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Supervisor Review 28/02/22
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Research Methodology and Planning: Submission due 07/03/22
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Supervisor Review 21/03/22
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Supervisor Review 11/04/22
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Analysis of Results: Submission due 25/04/22
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Supervisor Review 09/05/21
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Supervisor Review 23/05/21
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Findings and Conclusion: Submission due 30/05/22
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Supervisor Review 13/06/22
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Final Submission: Submission due 27/06/22
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