Literature and Politics

Assessed Essay Questions (c 2000 words (50%))
Deadline 17th Novemebr.
Answer ONE of the following, referring to at least TWO essential texts:

1.  ‘Traumatic experiences cannot or should not be approached directly.’ (Neal Alexander) Consider ways in which war has been written about in the light of this observation.
2. ‘The Civil War was a class war’ (Christopher Hill). Consider the nature of the poetry of the Civil War in the light of this observation.

3. ‘The Cavalier ideal expressed in poetry a conservative outlook, love of a very English way of life, and a new blending of old ideas’ (Earl Milner). Discuss.

4. ‘Bliss it was in that dawn to be alive’ (William Wordsworth). Explore some of the ways in which Romantic poetry responded to the Napoleonic wars in the light of this comment. 

5.. Byron says of his hero Don Juan:  ‘He learned the arts of riding, fencing, gunnery/ And how to scale a fortress--or a nunnery.’ 
Either Consider the relationship between the martial and the erotic in some of the poetry you have studied in the light of this comment;
Or Consider the nature of heroism generally in the poetry you have studied in the light of this comment.

