To what extent did Martin Luther King’s views on Civil Rights change in the period between his ‘I Have a Dream’ (1963) and ‘Beyond Vietnam’ (1967) speeches?

[bookmark: _Hlk502592260]The period between Martin Luther King’s speeches, ‘I Have a Dream’[footnoteRef:1] and ‘Beyond Vietnam’[footnoteRef:2], sees King’s views on civil rights change and adapt from just wanting basic civil rights for African Americans, to including United States (US) economic and social policy, as well as foreign affairs.  [1:  M. L. King, ‘I Have a Dream’ National Archives [online] https://www.archives.gov/files/press/exhibits/dream-speech.pdf ]  [2:  M. L. King, ‘Beyond Vietnam’ A Call to Conscience: The Landmark Speeches of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr  http://kingencyclopedia.stanford.edu/kingweb/publications/speeches/Beyond_Vietnam.pdf ] 

[bookmark: _Hlk502401525]Civil rights in America regarding African Americans, which Martin Luther King addresses in his speeches ‘I Have a Dream’ and ‘Beyond Vietnam’, have always been a relative issue in American history since African Americans and those of different ethnic groups were granted civil rights under the US Constitution. This first began with the Thirteenth Amendment (1865) that saw the abolishment of slavery[footnoteRef:3]. This was followed by the Fourteenth Amendment (1868) which granted citizenship to former slaves and those born on American soil[footnoteRef:4]. To complete these civil rights for African Americans at that time, was the Fifteenth Amendment (1870), which denied federal governments and state governments from denying people the right to vote based on their ‘race, color, or previous condition of servitude’[footnoteRef:5] . However, civil right issues still occurred, even with these amendments in place to say that African Americans were deemed to be equal as they had the same civil rights as everyone else, such as voting. In practice, this did not always happen, as certain states, more predominately the Southern States, would activity seek out ways in which to segregate the Black and White communities of America, and even deny Black members of society from voting by applying loopholes. These loopholes came in the form of the Jim Crow Laws[footnoteRef:6] that justified segregation as ‘separate but equal’[footnoteRef:7]. This claim was held in court during the Plessy V. Ferguson debate that stated that the White and Black members of the nation were all equal, as they all had the same civil rights. It justified segregation by stating that it did not violate the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Amendments, however, they did suggest that Black members of society were only considered inferior because that is how Black members of society saw themselves.[footnoteRef:8] With hindsight, it is clear that those who were of a different race, colour, and previously held the status of a slave were being treated differently.  Even in American society today civil right issues are still being raised, with movements such as ‘Black Lives Matter’[footnoteRef:9] which highlights system failings towards the Black community.   [3:  Lillian Goldman Law Library, ‘U.S. Constitution: Amendments XI – XXVII’ [online] http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/amend1.asp#13 ]  [4:  ibid ]  [5:  ibid]  [6: L. V. Tischauser, Jim Crow Laws (United States America: Greenwood, 2012) p.xi- xii; J. Novkov, ‘Segregation (Jim Crow)’ Encyclopedia of Alabama [online] http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-1248 ]  [7:  Findlaw,’Plessy V. Ferguson’ [online] http://caselaw.findlaw.com/us-supreme-court/163/537.html ]  [8:   ibid ]  [9:  Black Lives Matter, ‘What We Believe’ Black Lives Matter [online] https://blacklivesmatter.com/about/what-we-believe/ ] 

With this in mind, it comes with little surprise that eighty-five years after the passing of the Fifteenth Amendment we are introduced to Martin Luther King, protesting for civil rights of African Americans and an end to the Jim Crow system which had been imposed upon society. 
Martin Luther King was born in 1929, he was brought up in a religious family (his father had changed both his and his son’s birth names to Martin, in tribute to German protestant reformer Martin Luther). Later in adulthood he became a pastor. During King’s own childhood he experienced segregation by the Jim Crow system when he went to school. It is from his religious and life experiences, plus the influential figures and works that King was exposed to, that he adapted his nonviolent protest method and his keenness on civil rights.[footnoteRef:10]     [10:  J. A. Kirk, ‘Did Martin Luther King achieve his life’s dream?’ BBC [online] http://www.bbc.co.uk/timelines/z86tn39 ] 

[bookmark: _Hlk502593180]Martin Luther King became an influential figure during the 1955 to 1956 Montgomery bus boycott.[footnoteRef:11] The bus boycott occurred over the arrest of Rosa Parks, an African American, who refused to give up her bus seat to a White man who had got onto the bus after her. This resulted in her being arrested and fined all due to the Jim Crow system that was operated on the Montgomery bus serves.[footnoteRef:12] The boycott is significant, as King was chosen to lead it, and it went on to last 381 days, but it is also important because the end of the boycott marked a win in civil rights.  On December 20th 1956 the US Supreme Court upheld the ruling made on June 5th at Montgomery federal court; that racial segregation was a violation to the Fourteenth Amendment and should not be permitted in the State. On December 21st Montgomery buses changed to integrated seating.[footnoteRef:13]    [11:  Ibid]  [12:  Ibid ]  [13: Daybreak of Freedom: The Montgomery Bus Boycott, ed. Burns, S. (Chapel Hill: University of North Caroline Press, 1997) p. 27-28] 

Seven years after this civil rights victory, the march on Washington took place. The march was for “Jobs and Freedom”, the goal of the march was to highlight the inequalities still apparent in the nation.  At the end of this march, Martin Luther King (as well as other guest speakers) delivered his world famous ‘I Have a Dream’ speech at the Lincoln Memorial site. During his speech, he highlighted the want for racial equality and an end to discrimination.  In his speech, he calls for an end to police brutally towards ‘Negros’, the desire to no longer have separate accommodation; one of the reasons the protestors were marching that day was so that those, no matter their skin colour, would be able to go into any shop, restaurant, or hotel, and be welcomed instead of being refused service because of their skin colour. They were also protesting the right to buy or rent a house on the same basis as those who had White skin[footnoteRef:14]. He highlights the fact that even though ‘negros’ had been granted the right to vote in 1870, they were still not being allowed the privilege to carry out that right. He states that ‘we cannot be satisfied as long as a Negro in Mississippi cannot vote and a Negro in New York believes he has nothing for which to vote.’[footnoteRef:15] From this he conveys to the audience (roughly 200,000 to 300,000, largely made out of African Americans[footnoteRef:16]) that the Black community of the nation will not rest until the civil rights that were promised to them were properly instated into society and enforced properly by the law[footnoteRef:17]. King also portrays, in the last part of his speech ‘I Have a Dream’, that one day all the children, no matter their colour, would be able to go to school together and play together without discrimination and segregation.  [14:  W. P. Jones, The March on Washington (United States of America: W.W. Norton & Company, 2013) p. ix-x ]  [15:  M. L. King, ‘I Have a Dream’ National Archives [online] https://www.archives.gov/files/press/exhibits/dream-speech.pdf p. 3-4]  [16:  National Archives at Kansas City, ‘50th Anniversary of the 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom Panel Discussion at the Black Archives of Mid-America’ [online] https://web.archive.org/web/20151004044615/http://www.archives.gov/kansas-city/press/2013/13-29.html ]  [17:  Jones, The March on Washington, p. x] 

It is apparent that in 1963, King’s sole view was to improve and implement the civil rights of African Americans. However, it appears that during the period between 1963 to 1967 King’s views adapt and change to include US social and economic policy, as well as foreign affairs. This is perhaps because from the onset of the Montgomery bus boycott’s attempts at delivering changes to African Americans civil rights through nonviolent protests, but proceeding slowly, that King found in some areas the African American population was not efficient enough to be able to carry out an effective boycott. Whereas in other areas the White population quickly gave in to demands to prevent a mass scale protest from happening, other areas also simply allowed their bus companies to go bankrupt rather than allow desegregation.[footnoteRef:18]  However, to say that King’s efforts with the civil rights movement had little effect on the US is simply not true, as there is evidence to suggests that by 1963 civil rights for African American’s were becoming better supported, with Southerners becoming less intolerant to the idea of sharing a bus with Black families and becoming less opposed to the idea  of those of a different skin colour being able to receive the same education and income as a White man.[footnoteRef:19] Nevertheless, it seems that attitudes were changing, but when it came down to practice, such as integrating the educational system, a high portion of the Southern population still opposed desegregation, claiming the process was being pushed through too quickly.[footnoteRef:20]  [18:  J. A. Kirk, ‘Did Martin Luther King achieve his life’s dream?’ BBC [online] http://www.bbc.co.uk/timelines/z86tn39 ]  [19:  Jones, The March on Washington, p. xviii ]  [20:  Jones, The March on Washington, p. xviii- xix] 

Less than a month after Martin Luther King’s famous speech ‘I Have a Dream’, on September 15th, White supremacists attacked a Birmingham church which resulted in the deaths of four young Black girls and many others injured.[footnoteRef:21] What arose from this attack was mass public outcry and riots. This outcry and riots drew national attention to the cause of the civil rights movement, and on July 2nd1964 the Civil Rights Act was put in place, prohibiting the discrimination on all levels, making it mandatory for schools to be desegregated, and allowing equal access to public places.[footnoteRef:22]    [21:  C. Sitton ‘Birmingham Bomb Kills 4 Negro Girls In Church; Riots Flare; 2 Boys Slain’ The New York Times. 1963]  [22:  National Park Service. (no date). ‘Civil Rights Act of 1964’ [online] https://www.nps.gov/articles/civil-rights-act.htm; National Park Service. (no date).  ‘Four Little Girls’ [online]  https://www.nps.gov/articles/fourlittlegirls.htm?utm_source=article&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=experience_more ] 

With this in mind, it is perhaps the more national coverage that drew King’s attention to boarding his perceptive to include US social and economic policy as well as foreign affairs, in a hope to draw more attention to civil rights issues. Activist A. Philp Randolph had already seen the need to involve social and economic policy to combat racial segregation, addressing these issues at the March on Washington.[footnoteRef:23] What also should be taken into consideration is Martin Luther King’s personality and what type of man he was; King held religious beliefs and was committed to nonviolent protests. This brings into question whether King involved himself into foreign affairs to gain coverage for civil rights issues, or because he was simply against the act of war and could no longer hold his silence on his opinion.  [23:  Jones, The March on Washington, p. xi ] 

On April 2nd at the Riverside Church in New York, Martin Luther King addressed a crowd of 4,000, were he delivered his ‘Beyond Vietnam’ speech.[footnoteRef:24]  In this speech he questions the morality of being at war in Vietnam and its impacts socially and economically on America, questioning if war was really beneficial to the American nation. He highlights the morality of the war by stating that the bomb tests they carry out on the Vietnamese people is no different to that of the experiments that the Nazis carried out on the Jews. He portrays how children are selling themselves to American Soldiers for sex just to be able to survive. He states the issues with war that takes money out of the community (poverty program), putting a stall on the nation’s development. He also questions how the government can ask Black people to fight to give freedom to Southeast Asia when they did not even enjoy the liberties themselves in their own hometowns. He conveys how Blacks and Whites are fighting together and dying together, yet in their hometowns they would not allowed to live on the same block as each other let alone go to the same school as each other.[footnoteRef:25]  [24: H. J. Richardson III, From Birmingham’s Jail to Beyond the Riverside Church: Martin Luther King’s Global Authority p. 24]  [25:  M. L. King, ‘Beyond Vietnam’ A Call to Conscience: The Landmark Speeches of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr  [online] http://kingencyclopedia.stanford.edu/kingweb/publications/speeches/Beyond_Vietnam.pdf] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]This speech, in comparison to Martin Luther King speech ‘I Have a Dream’, is different, as King, when addressing the crowd in 1963, was solely looking at the civil rights of African Americans and how protesting would not stop until the civil rights that were promised to African Americans were finally put in place and achieved. This speech made King a very popular and recognized man, even winning the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 due to his commitment to the civil rights movement.[footnoteRef:26] This is different to the speech he makes in 1967, as this does not gain him popular support among his followers or political leaders.[footnoteRef:27]   However, the speech does highlight significant issues in American society that needs to be improved, not just to benefit African Americans but to benefit the American society as a whole. This shows that by 1967 King had adapted his views on civil rights and linked them to areas in which direct progress could be made.  [26:  Noble Prize, ‘Martin Luther King Jr. – Facts’ [online] https://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/1964/king-facts.html ]  [27:  Richardson III, From Birmingham’s Jail to Beyond the Riverside Church: Martin Luther King’s Global Authority, p. 29-30] 

In conclusion, King’s views on civil rights, between 1963 to 1967, do not change too drastically, but instead expand and develop into areas that A. Philp Randolph had already highlighted (social and economic policy) which would help the cause of the civil rights movement progress. 
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