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The Pilkachin Promise


	Aims and Objectives
Fantasy story.
There is always a price to pay.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Grace is a miserable teenager, with bright ginger hair, freckles, a brace and shes  plump. Her parents had to get married and her mother has underlying resentment, as she felt Grace hindered her career. Her natural father died and her step-father is too busy with his high profile work and in his spare time enjoys womanising (Which is how he met her mother). Her teachers compare her to her popular younger half-sister, whos got the looks, the figure, academically bright and appears naturally talented at everything. Her peers brutally tease Grace, calling her ‘belly on legs; speckled hen, and many derogatory comments regarding her lack of educational ability. They demand her lunch money, spit at her, flick ink over her and steal her things. But the most unforgiveable is one of her male teachers making unappropriate advances towards her. He has history of selecting outsiders.
This is a girl right on the very edge!
Grace is not coping, she cant go to her parents as they would tell her to get a grip. She has no one to turn to, so she spends her time in the meadow behind her home and sits in the Oak tree where one of the branches is slip and shaped like a U. This is her escapism! Grace fantasises about fairies dancing around her, she sits and pretends to talks to them and in desperation prays to God for help , she woulld do anything in return for making her hair darker, be freckle free and to have a more desirable figure. But most of all, to be loved!
She is unaware that this meadow and surrounding woodland is home to the Pilkachin people, an ancient breed. They are distantly related to the Irish Leprechauns and little does she know that one of the Pilkachins has been listening to her and when she is at her lowest, introduces himself. He is sympathetic, just like a father figure. She finds that her mood lifts when they meet. He tells her all about the Pilkachin history and what kind people they are.
He knows she loves fairies and with a couple of Pilkachin words, three beautiful fairies appear, he tells her how to summon them when she is in the meadow. 
Picking the right moment, he makes her a promise that she will be liked, never teased again, or judged, and have a kind, loving support network. Grace’s eyes light up, thats everything she ever wanted. Grace belives him when he says a Pilkachin never breaks a promise and she cannot believe her luck. In her mind she thinks she’s getting all the things she’s prayed for.
However, there is a price to pay. She must do something for him.
She is sceptical and needs time to think. In he meantime, the bullying reaches a new high and she agrees to accept the proposal.  
Its scary; something she would never have thought of, it’s outside her ‘box’. Her dilema is how she is going to pull it off. But the Pilkachins’ promise is too good to turn down and life changing.
Amazingly, she more than achieves her goal, and although she gets what is promised, its not what she had in her head.
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