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An Assessment of the Accounts of Godfrey of Bouillon and the Crusaders under his command from their time in Constantinople from Western European and Byzantine Sources.
	Of the accounts of the First Crusade that survive to us, two prominent sources that document this era of history are the Gesta Francorum, or The Deeds of the Franks, and Anna Comnena’s The Alexiad, both of which can provide a fascinating insight into the minds of the people who wrote them and the perspectives that they were written from. Unsurprisingly biased in favour of their authors’ positions, both works—and those of other historians of the era—do agree on many points. We know the First Crusade attacked Constantinople over disputes concerning the manner of the Emperor’s support and that the Emperor ordered a counter attack, whereas the reason is disputed; the account of Albert of Aix states that it was over supply disputes and the culmination of a build-up of problems that involved skirmishes—some ordered by the Emperor. However, Comnena’s account states that “[…] there was reported to these people the false rumor that the counts had been taken into custody at the Emperor's command.”[footnoteRef:1] Between these and other accounts we can deduce something of what happened at the time. This appraisal will be focused on the events of Godfrey of Bouillon’s time in Constantinople as recorded by the Gesta Francorum, The Alexiad and the accounts of Albert of Aix. [1:  Fordham University Medieval Sourcebook, ‘Anna Comnena: Godfrey of Bouillon’, The Crusaders at Constantinople: Collected Accounts, https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/cde-atcp.asp#anna2 [Accessed 05/04/2018].] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]	One of the things the accounts all agree on concerning the Crusaders arrival at Constantinople is that Godfrey of Bouillon was the first to arrive. A simple statement though this is, the accounts once again differ in how they present this information. The Gesta Francorum is quite specific about when, stating, “He arrived two days before the Nativity of Our Lord and camped outside the city […]”[footnoteRef:2]. Albert of Aix and Anna Comnena both, however, just say that he arrived with a large host and set up camp although they do each provide details that the other does not, even if they may present the information differently. Comnena, for instance, is quite specific with how many had arrived with Godfrey and where he made camp, referring to “[…] the bridge which was opposite Cosmidion up to St. Phocas”[footnoteRef:3]. Albert, however, describes an account of the release of hostages by the Emperor that both the Gesta Francorum and The Alexiad both omit and soon after details an invitation that the Emperor sent to Godfrey to talk over the matter of the Crusade and their movement through Byzantium. Again, the later events in Albert of Aix’s account are not included in the Gesta and Alexiad. They are, however, important to the narrative that he constructs: [2:  Fordham University Medieval Sourcebook, ‘The Gesta: Godfrey of Bouillon’, The Crusaders at Constantinople: Collected Accounts, https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/cde-atcp.asp#anna2 [Accessed 05/04/2018].]  [3:  Fordham University Medieval Sourcebook, ‘Anna Comnena: Godfrey of Bouillon’, The Crusaders at Constantinople: Collected Accounts, https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/cde-atcp.asp#anna2 [Accessed 05/04/2018].] 

“[…] some strangers from the land of the Franks appeared by stealth in his camp. The strangers cautioned the Duke very strongly to beware of the wiles and alluring appearance of the Emperor, and by no means to go to the Emperor because of some flattering promise, but to sit outside the walls and listen carefully to all which the Emperor should propose to him. Thereupon, the Duke, so warned by the strangers, and caught by the deception of the Greeks, did not go to the Emperor.”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Fordham University Medieval Sourcebook, ‘Albert of Aix: Godfrey of Bouillon’, The Crusaders at Constantinople: Collected Accounts, https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/cde-atcp.asp#anna2 [Accessed 06/04/18].] 

Why these details are included in Albert’s account, but not those of the Gesta Francorum or The Alexiad is easy enough to explain; all these accounts are written from the perspective of those people who were either there or researching the sources they had available to them or were consistent with the agenda that they were pursuing (itself influenced by the politics of the era) or what they considered relevant. Albert had written his account from eyewitness descriptions of the events and what written accounts had survived and were available to him. The unknown author of the Gesta Francorum, however, was writing an account of the whole Crusade from Pope Urban II’s speech at Clermont to the Capture of Jerusalem, most likely as a first-hand account, based on the more subtle turns of phrase one can find in the document (such as, “we journeyed through great plenty from villa to villa,”[footnoteRef:5] and “we came to Nicaea” [emphasis added][footnoteRef:6]). Anna Comnena, on the other hand, places the emphasis of her account of the Crusaders’ arrival on the number of soldiers and how the Emperor, “urged him to cross the strait of the Propontis”[footnoteRef:7] before asserting that Godfrey was delaying his departure to await reinforcements from Bohemund, who she claims in no uncertain terms to have been inspired by the allure of plunder and territorial gain for his part in the Crusade.  [5:  Fordham University Medieval Sourcebook, ‘Bohemund’, Gesta Francorum, https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/gesta-cde.asp#bohemund2 [Accessed 06/04/18].]  [6:  Fordham University Medieval Sourcebook, ‘The Victory at Nicea’, Gesta Francorum, https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/gesta-cde.asp#bohemund2 [Accessed 06/04/18].]  [7:  Medieval Sourcebook, ‘Comnena: Godfrey of Bouillon’, https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/cde-atcp.asp#anna2 [Accessed 06/04/18].] 

Of the remainder of these accounts of the Crusaders time in Constantinople, the Gesta Francorum says very little, beyond effectively that the Emperor ordered some of his men to attack some squires of Baldwin, brother of Godfrey, and that the result was a few skirmishes and as stand-off before the two factions came to a compromise. That there were violent disputes between the two sides is confirmed by both Anna Comnena and Albert of Aix, however, each again tells it from their own perspective. Albert asserts that the violence was a result of the Crusaders being attacked by archers who were enforcing an embargo ordered by the Emperor and that the end result was an agreement by the two sides that the Byzantines would continue to supply the Crusaders, although with continued difficulties and shortcomings in the execution of this arrangement. Anna Comnena tells of how the Emperor ordered an ambush to be set in an attempt to prevent the Crusaders from communicating with those divisions that were yet to arrive on the basis of what we would think of today as national security, as he had feared that they would attempt to take Constantinople. What both accounts do agree on is that it was the Emperor who appealed for an end to the fighting—although each presents different reasons.
From the Gesta Francorum, The Alexiad and the works of Albert of Aix, we can learn much about what was said and believed about various peoples from the Middle Ages, even if this testimony is unwitting in nature. We know that there were violent disputes between the two sides and a great deal of distrust. we can also learn something about the perceived attitudes and dispositions of those individuals involved based on how they were described. One thing that must never be forgotten is, however, that these historians were writing primarily to justify a position or to support an undertaking, as much as to record the history of Godfrey of Bouillon’s time in Constantinople.
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