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Blaenavon 
	Blaenavon is a small town that lies in the South East Wales countryside, consisting of around six thousand residents. This town has a vast landscape with lovely scenery and many different walks and cycle tracks throughout. The name Blaenavon “translated from the Welsh as “head of the river”” (Torfaen County Borough, 1999) and rests at the head of Afon Llwyd, translation “grey river”. Although this quaint town is small it has a large historical history that dates back to the Industrial Revolution. Due to this reason Blaenavon has recently become a World Heritage Site, and now sits alongside places like the Pyramids of Egypt and the Tajh Mahal. As this is a place of historical mining the landscape in and around Blaenavon is vast and mountainous, with small mounds dotted around from where the waste from the mining would have been discarded. The highest point in Blaenavon reaches five hundred and eighty-one meters above sea level (Torfaen County Borough, 1999), “with a total area, including the town of Blaenavon of 32.9km²” (Barber, 2004).
Pre-Industrial Revolution  
	Prior to the Industrial Revolution the estate owned by Lord Abergavenny’s was a rural community consisting of farmland with a few buildings scattered around the place. In 1788 Lord Abergavenny leased the common lands to Thomas Hill, Thomas Hopkins and Benjamin Pratt who saw that the “area was rich in minerals and natural resources and was clearly a region, where profits could be sought” (Blaenavon Ironworks: A Brief History, 2018). These three men then went on to build the Ironworks in Blaenavon. From this vantage point the men were able to use the local resources around the area to run their ironworks. In 1789 the Blaenavon Ironworks finally opened. This delay was due to the expense of opening a large corporation and the building of the works themselves. During this time a small village began to grow around the ironworks due to the prospect of work to the local community and surrounding the area. From around 1796 the ironworks began to rapidly grow. Coalmines, limestone quarries, iron forges, brickworks and tramroads industrialised the landscape and drawing more and more workers from the surrounding areas. The five furnaces at this time were producing 5,400 tons of iron annually. Houses were built next to and around the ironworks for the workers to ensure the maximum amount of work was carried out, this was the same for the quarry and mine workers. In the early 18th century many of the “ironmasters migrated from the Midlands to South Wales” (Edwards, 1924). This also drew many workers down from north Wales, Scotland and even some parts of Ireland and rural England. It was in these years where “The population of Wales increased from 587,245 in 1801 to 1,163,139 in 1851 and, of course, this increase was greatest in the industrial areas” (E.T.Davies, 1981)This caused the area to grow rapidly and a town was soon evolving from amongst the mountains and hills. In the late 17th century and early 18th century “witnessed the creation of the community’s first public buildings, including the ironmaster’s mansion, Ty Mawr” (The Development of Blaenavon Town , 2018), and a local school. Furthermore, during this time two more furnaces were constructed to help with the increasing demand of pig iron. There were now six furnaces being used in Blaenavon Ironworks with the combined annual output of 14,220 tonnes of pig iron. Pig Iron is “the product of smelting iron ore” (Pig Iron, 2017). In the Foundry the pig iron was made into, furnaces and furnace parts, weights, pots, pans, steam engines parts, pipes and railings. In the forge the wrought Iron was made into nails, screws, needles, window bars, bolts, hammers, buckles and buttons. The steel then was made into farm appliances such as scythes and edge tools as well as cutlery. The By 1830 there were “five chapels, four shops, five public houses and very few cottages this side [south-east] of the works” (The Development of Blaenavon Town , 2018). In 1840 an additional church “had been provided by the iron-masters” (E.T.Davies, 1981) this was due to the strong religious beliefs of this era. This church was built in an underdeveloped area of Blaenavon. However, within 10 years the area developed and part of the town.  
In 1860 the “shaft at Big Pit, originally known as Kearsley’s Pit, was sunk to the depth of 200ft” (Big Pit: A Brief History , 2018). However, it was not just men that worked in the pit, there were also women and children. It was said that working in the mines was “an evil that strikes one with horror” (Edwards, 1924).  The work was long and tedious with the workers working in “the dark recesses of the mines, working for twelve or fourteen hours a day” (Edwards, 1924). Furthermore, the workers would not see the sunlight in the winter months due to the long hours, and many would also become stunted in their physiology. The coal industry would employ children as young as 4 and 5 years to work in the mines, their jobs would be to open the air doors. Many of the mines in the surrounding Blaenavon area were mined for ironstone not coal, the ironstone was used for the local ironworks. Ironstone is a sedimentary rock that consists of a portion of iron. The coal that was mined in the area was used to support the local community.
Industrial Revolution 
In the 18th and 19th century the Industrial Revolution took place. Britain is said to be the Birth Place for the Industrial Revolution this is due to the fact that Britain was politically stable, and it was “the world’s leading colonial power” (Staff, 2009). In addition it was also due to having “great deposits of coal and iron ore, which proved essential for industrialization” (Staff, 2009). It was in this time that Blaenavon really began to grow in its population, due to the greater demand for iron, steel and coal. During this time the Blaenavon Ironworks was bought form Thomas Hill, Thomas Hopkins and Benjamin Pratt for £220,000 by the Blaenavon Iron and Coal Company after “The Blaenavon Iron and Coal Company was floated in 1836 with an authorised capital of £300,00” (Wilks, 1989). In 1875 a chemist known as Sydney Gilchrist perfected the dephosphorylation from iron, this is “a method for eliminating phosphorus (a major impurity in some iron ores) in the Bessemer converter” (Britannica, 2018). Later in 1878 Sydney Gilchrist announced his success causing “A very large increase in World steel production” (Anonymous, 2012). It was during this time in the late 1800s and the early 1900s that the population of Blaenavon grew to a staggering 13,000. 
Where did it all go wrong 
However, in the late 18th century the forging of steel began to wain in Britain as it became cheaper to import from outside sources. During this time coal mining displaced the steel industry as demand for coal increased with many companies needing coal to run their steam trains and trams. In 1904 the ironworks in Blaenavon finally ceased to run leaving many workers with no jobs. Finally, in 1960 the ironworks site closed fully. However, during the down turn of the ironworks the Big Pit remained open and supplied coal as far away as America.  In 1980 when the Big Pit closed there were still 250 employees at the site. The closure of this last remaining site caused a raped decline in the population of Blaenavon. The once energetic and thriving town became a dormitory town. 
Blaenavon Today
The Blaenavon area has been through many changes throughout history, going from a quiet rural setting to a busy industrial site to finally die out again, but many of their structural buildings have remained. Today due to the many charity organisations we are able to return and benefit from a sense of history. The ironworks was saved in 1974, and now open to the public as well as the Big Pit which was re-opened in 1983 as a mining museum. Since 2008 the Ironworks has been under the management of CADW, Welsh Government historic environment service. Today, we are still able to see the large water tower and experience the vast size of it. The water tower acted as a lift that would haul materials and goods from the hill side behind to the ground level in front. There are also the master ironworker’s houses that are situated not far from the water tower. These houses are furnished to look like they would have back in the early 1900s. Since 1999 the Big Pit has been managed by the National Museum and Galleries of Wales and is now a National coal museum. This coal museum is open to the public so that they are able to take a journey back in time and experience what being a miner would have been like. There is also an opportunity for the visitors to go down into the mine itself, which is a big attraction. In 2004 thanks to the “grants from the Heritage Lottery Fund, the Welsh Assembly Government and the Welsh Tourist Board.” (Big Pit: A Brief History , 2018) the Big Pit undergone a revamp including new displays and exhibitions. A number of the tour guides in the big Pit are ex-coal miners that have tales to tell. Although these two large assets are situated on the borders of Blaenavon there are many attractions and economic character’s that lie within the town itself. Within the town there is the workman’s hall, which holds many a historic tale. There is also the church where the resting place of the iron master,,,rests, as well as the old iron master house. There are many of the local residents in and around Blaenavon town that have interesting stories to tell. Many of the volunteers in the workman’s hall can relay thought-provoking escapades from back in the day. There is also a founding member who is still around today, that can tell some very interesting stories.
Regeneration 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Since the end of the industrial revolution the town of Blaenavon has been under hardship with the amount of footfall that they experience. The Ironworks and Big Pit which border the town have a high percentage of footfall, but much of the visitors bypass the town itself. For the past few years the council and community members have sought a regeneration plan that would work to entice visitor to the area.
Social Regeneration 
	For future economic opportunities to rise within Blaenavon town the Social structure of Blaenavon needs regeneration. There are three different organisations within the town of Blaenavon. These are Blaenavon Ironworks that is run by CADW, the Big Pit National Coal Museum and the Community Council. The communication between the different societies and town council has no link between each other, June Mathews says that “there is not enough communication with the council’s” (Mathews, 2018). When walking around the town of Blaenavon there seemed to be no advertisement for ongoing social groups and local council meetings. It was also mentioned “that there is high levels of unemployment and anti-social behaviour” (Denley, 2018) within the younger generations within the centre of Blaenavon. It was also stated by Jac Denley that there were no younger generation of people on the community council seats. To tackle these issues the local community should increase their social status and communication between all the different groups, societies and community council. By implementing this change the local community would have a clearer idea of the scheduled meetings taking place in the area and increase the moral of the residents. 
There is also the thought of increasing the advertisement of the local functions and entertainment which would help the local community to band together and help reduce the amount of antisocial behaviour seen in the younger generations. Additionally, by implementing the communication between the three large organisations within the area would help the growing number of tourists coming to the town. The organisations could advertise and encourage visitors to visit the different groups and organisations which would help increase the footfall in and around Blaenavon. Should the town create a liaison group within their council to become the mediators between the three large corporations, Big Pit, Iron Works and the town council, they could start working together to form ways in which to entice tourists to not only visit the one area but to visit into the town itself. To combat the high levels of unemployment and antisocial behaviour the town council could implement a youth council to run alongside the town council. Also, by achieving this it would help keep the younger generation busy and active and help to raise their moral. This would also help target the levels of the younger generation that are leaving the area to take jobs in the outlying cities. Furthermore, this would be very beneficial to the Blaenavon are as the younger generation are the one who will be running the local community in the future and would have a beneficial point in the local decisions that are made by the town council.  Therefor by executing these social ideas I believe that the local community would benefit with an increase of communication and advertisement, the residents would feel a pride and kinship with the area. By working together, the residents, social groups and council would be able to increase the levels of footfall. 

Structural Regeneration 
	There are many structural ideas that could be implemented to regenerate Blaenavon. There is no swimming pool in the area, as the previous one was taken down. Furthermore, no social clubs are advertised in the area. Many of the local amenities are situated on the outskirts of the town. The town of Blaenavon has no map to illustrate the facilities and walks around the town and surrounding areas. However, it could be advantageous should the town council agree to build and change a few facilities. Rowles has stated that “the Blaenavon area needs a swimming pool” (Rowles, 2018). By building a swimming pool in the area it would combat several issues that the Blaenavon area has. It would help combat the anti-social behaviour within the area as well as increase the mental and physical moral of the residents.  A Swimming pool would give the residents somewhere to meet, build groups and be physically active. “Swimming pools offer a means of social interaction, relaxation and stress relief.”  (Thomas, 2018). Also, to decrease the amount of antisocial behaviour in the younger population of Blaenavon a Skate Park could be built. This would also help the keep them active and help decrease of the rise of obesity in the UK.
Many of the local amenities such as the doctors are based on the outlying area of the town which reduces the footfall of the centre of the town. Should these amenities be relocated closer to the centre of the town then many of the residents would be more inclined to go and visit the local shops that they pass. There are many beautiful landscapes and walks around the town of Blaenavon and by producing a map of the area and a walk not only would it increase the number of walkers that come to the area, but it would also encourage the shoppers to take a walk of the area. This would allow the tourists to experience the beauty of the nature and wildlife of the town itself and surrounding area. 
Along with a map of the area the council could approve building a picnic area with a bike hire. This would be valuable to Blaenavon as it would encourage a cyclists and walkers to the area. This could be built on the outlying area of the town, by doing this it again would encourage walkers to gravitate towards the town instead of going around the town.  Also, this would attract the tourist to experience the local scenery and wildlife and encourage exercise not only of the tourists but also the residents.

Conclusion 
	Writing this has shown that Blaenavon is a place that holds a wealth of knowledge and history. It is a place that is vital for our future, but to understand and embrace our future we must understand our past history and how we got where we are today. The Ironworks and Big Pit are thriving, but the town is dying. However, all is not lost yet. By increasing communications between the community and industries I believe that the town would start to thrive. There is much history that is being lost within the town itself but with some advertisement to the secrets it holds I am certain that visitors will flock in to town. Also, by revising the layout of businesses and structuring walk ways and cycle paths of the beautiful surrounding countryside could increase the footfall of the town centre. 
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