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“The ‘Islamophobia’ of the media has damaged Muslim communities in the UK.” Discuss this statements and its validity (or not), illustrating your response with examples drawn from your own reading of media sources.

Introduction
Islamophobia has been a serious issue for Muslims living in the United Kingdom. The prejudices against Muslim communities have spread rapidly throughout the many different forms of British Media. This negative portrayal of Islam in the media has become a serious issue for Muslims in the UK as it incorrectly portrays their beliefs and creates a negative stereotype for the general public to target them as. Due to the rising tide of Islamophobia rising in the United Kingdom there have also been new counter measures run by both government and other sources to try and combat this problem. 
What Is Islamophobia?
The term Islamophobia can be seen originating from the term ‘Xenophobia’, which is a set of prejudices against a group of people who are foreign or have different customs or religious beliefs. Instead of the term being coined by an individual or organization, it is said that it was used by many Muslim communities to describe the abuse and harassment they would experience on a daily basis for simply being Muslim.
To try and combat and inform the British population about Islamophobia an organization called ‘Runnymede’ published a report in 1997 which aims to give a clear understanding of the views of Islam. This report was sent to councils throughout the UK in hopes that it would help reduce the amount of anti-Islamic incidents in the workplace or in the public. 
In this report by the Runnymede organization they also listed a number of close minded and negative interpretations of what the general public believe Islam is about. For example it states that instead of Islam being seen as a form of political ideology opposed to those in the West, it should instead be seen as a true religious faith alongside other Abrahamic religions like Christianity or Judaism[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  The Runnymede Report. 1997. Islamophobia: A challenge for us all. The Runnymede Trust. - Page 5] 

The report also contains a section dedicated to the Islamophobia in the media and how it should and should not be covered[footnoteRef:2]. It publishes a list submitted by the Muslim community to how they can try and combat Islamophobia in the media, this includes suggestions like; including more Muslims characters on radio and television programmes, publishing more positive news or images of Islam instead of solely focusing on the negative stories and training journalists and other important figures in the media about Islam and the negative effect they can have on it.  [2:  The Runnymede Report. 1997. Islamophobia: A challenge for us all. The Runnymede Trust. - Page 20] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Although this report was published over 20 years ago by the Runnymede organisation, the problem of Islamophobia has grown significantly more in the modern era. Some of the suggestions made by the Muslim community have been made a reality such as the inclusion of more Muslim characters in pop culture and television shows, or more Muslims being involved in the media industry. There is still a greater amount of negative imagery of Islam being published across both the news and film media due to the stereotypes of Muslims being linked to terrorism by the general population. 
The Right Wing Media
It is the job of the news media in the United Kingdom to research and publish unbiased and factual reports on the news which takes place over the world. Unfortunately over the past few decades many of the popular news organisations in the United Kingdom have strayed from this responsibility and have taken a new ideology where they will publish biased, misinformative articles solely to make profit. A prime example of this can be seen with how the news media deal with reporting about Islam. Instead of trying to educate the British population about Islam and their beliefs, instead they will publish slanderous headlines linking Muslims to terrorist organisations or to other horrifying tragedies. 
One of the key figures which can be seen for the rise of Islamophobia in the United Kingdom can be the right-wing newspaper media. Over the recent decades they have been seen to publish false and misleading headlines about the Muslim communities living in the UK to try and use the dislike or hate of Islam by the some of the British population to try and sell more newspapers. The use of publishing misleading headlines to try and scaremonger the British public about Islam has been one of the key strategies used by tabloid newspaper companies such as ‘The Sun’ or ‘The Mail’. 
Another key strategy used by the right-wing newspapers in the media to try and sell more copies is to try and mention the smaller Islamic extremist groups in their articles. They have in many cases tried to claim that the views of smaller groups are the views of the whole British Muslim community which is incorrect. An example of this can be seen from an article published by ‘The Sun’ newspaper on Monday the 23th of November 2015, the headline reads “1 in 5 Brit Muslims’ sympathy for jihadis”[footnoteRef:3]. Once this article was published over 3000 complaints were sent to the IPSO (Independent Press standards organisation) for its misleading headline and to the damage that it would cause to regular British Muslims. Although the article was later confirmed to be misleading by The Sun, it still would have had performed damage of the view of British Muslims to the general public.  [3:  Independent. 2016. Sun forced to admit ‘1 in 5 British Muslims’ story was 'significantly misleading'. [ONLINE] Available at: https://www.independent.co.uk/news/media/ipso-sun-british-muslims-story-headline-significantly-misleading-a6953771.html. [Accessed 25 March 2018].] 

Another example of an article which shows that there is islamophobia in the British media was published by the right wing tabloid newspaper ‘The Express’. The headline from the article reads “Muslims tell British: Go to Hell”[footnoteRef:4]. The article states that a small group of fanatical Muslims were chanting outside of the Old Bailey Court in London back in 2010. The group starting protesting the court case of the Islamic extremist Roshonara Choudry who attempted to murder the British Labour MP Stephen Timms. Although the article states that there was only a small group who were protesting this court case and stating these extremist views, the headline of the article tries to portray that the majority of Muslims have this negative view of wanting the British public to ‘go to hell’. This is a clear example of the mentality that many anti-Islamic groups have that it is ‘us’ (the British public) versus ‘them’ (The Muslim population as a whole).  [4:  Express. 2010. Muslims tell British: Go to hell. [ONLINE] Available at: https://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/209432/Muslims-tell-British-Go-to-hell. [Accessed 25 March 2018].] 

Due to the number of terrorist attacks taken place in the United Kingdom over the past two decades by Islamic extremist groups, the rise of Islamophobia has risen and become popular throughout the country in both the media and many communities. Although these groups claim that they speak for the Muslim community as a whole and preach hateful speech towards all non-Muslims, the majority of the British Muslim community disagree with these views and would rather not be categorised with these ideals. 
One of the events which kick-started the major rise of Islamophobia in the British media and throughout the West was the terrorist attack on the Twin Towers on the 11th of September 2001. This was a set of attacks organised and performed by Islamic terrorist organization called Al-Qaeda. Unfortunately many grew in fear and hate of Islam due to this terrorist attack on western soil which killed thousands of people. Because of this new hate towards Islam many Muslims have been attacked for their faith throughout the United Kingdom over the past decade. 
On the 22nd of May 2017 there was a terrorist attack at the Manchester Arena during a pop concert for the American singer Ariana Grande. There was a total of 22 people who died due to the result of this suicide bombing attack by the British born terrorist Salman Abedi. Because Abedi came from a Libyan and Islamic background it became clear that the news media would use this as a means to grab the attention of newsreaders and the public. By mainly focusing on his Islamic background it in turn put the Muslim communities in Manchester at risk of verbal abuse and attacks. 
One example of the increase of abuse to Muslim communities comes via the British daily newspaper ‘The Guardian’[footnoteRef:5]. It posted an article on the 22nd of June 2017 stating that Islamophobic attacks in the Manchester area had increased over 500% after the terrorist attack on the Manchester Arena by Salman Abedi. The Greater Manchester Police revealed to the public that there had been a total of 224 cases of attacks and other hate crimes made on the Muslim community. This is a clear example how Islamophobia from the media has influenced the British public to target innocent Muslim communities throughout the United Kingdom although they had nothing to do with the actions of a small minority who claim they speak for Islam as a whole.  [5:  The Guardian. 2017. Islamophobic attacks in Manchester surge by 500% after arena attack. [ONLINE] Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/jun/22/islamophobic-attacks-manchester-increase-arena-attack. [Accessed 25 March 2018].] 

Another key issue with the media and Islam is how they incorrectly have taken terms from the Islamic faith and have given them different meanings which stray from the original definition for which they were given. One example of this is the constant use of the term ‘Jihad’ by the British media to try and identify an Islamic extremist. The concept of Jihad is a complex one and has bene misunderstood by many Westerners who simply believe it just refers to a Muslim who kills others for not sharing the same religious beliefs as them. 
The term Jihad correctly usually refers to the process of a Muslim endeavouring or struggling for a greater aim. Muslims will also use this term Jihad in many different contexts to describe the type of struggle they are going through. One of the main contexts which the west usually associate the term Jihad is for a ‘Holy War’. Although it is seen as a lesser Jihad by many Muslims it has gotten the most attention for it involving a use of force to defend the Islamic faith[footnoteRef:6]. Extremist groups such as Al-Qaeda or Islamic State have incorrectly used this form of Jihad as a leading reason to commit acts of barbarism and war against those who do not share the same ideals as they do. [6:  Saikal, A., 2003. Islam and The West: Conflict or Cooperation?.; Basingstoke : Palgrave Macmillan - Page 26] 

Similarly to other religions like Christianity and Judaism, Islam believes in the concept that Allah is the only entity who is able to either bring life or to take it away, they believe in this concept as they believe that he is the ultimate being and creator of the universe that we all live in. So this belief that all Muslims want to attack and murder innocents for not sharing the same beliefs is incorrect and has portrayed normal law-abiding Muslims as a bloodthirsty barbaric people.
In Islam the ‘greater Jihad’ is seen as being the most important as it is the struggle for Muslims to correctly follow their faith and to uphold the teachings found in the Qur’an. For Muslims it is their duty to live a life that Allah would approve with the rules that he has instructed them to follow. Performing Jihad can be as simple as just trying to improve yourself by removing the negative aspects of yourself or even helping the Muslim community that you live in. 
Due to the British news media focusing on the negative aspects of Islam which takes place all over the world, the term Jihad will be used regularly in a negative way. Because of this focus on the lesser form of Jihad by the media, the Muslim communities in the UK might have to refrain from using a term which they may be using in a harmless way. If Muslims tried using the term in a public place to refer to the concept of being a better Muslim, then they might receive abuse from the general public as they associate the word with terrorism they have seen on the news media. 
Anti-Islamophobia Counter Measures 
To try and counter the Islamophobia which has spawned from the constant negative press from the media, non-profit organizations have set up many counter measures to reassure British Muslim communities across the United Kingdom that they will have support. One of the most successful and well known organizations is Tell MAMA (Measuring Anti-Muslim Attacks). They provide a service for Muslims to report abuse and attacks made against them which will then be directed to police services across the United Kingdom.
The website belonging to Tell MAMA provides information about the number of Islamophobic attacks which have taken place across the UK and has uploaded resources for the public to access about Islamophobia. An example of this is an infographic of the area of London showing the amount of Islamophobic attacks which were made between July 2014 and July 2015. The map shows that in just a yearlong period over 816 attacks were made against the Muslim communities across London compared to the 478 attacks which were made between July 2013 and July 2014[footnoteRef:7].  [7:  tellmamauk. 2015. 2015-FY-Infographic. [ONLINE] Available at: https://www.tellmamauk.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/2015-FY-Infographic.jpg. [Accessed 25 March 2018]] 

The British government have also made attempts to try and combat the Islamophobia which has been on the increase over the past few decades in the United Kingdom. Back in 2012 the Conservative party under the leadership of the former Prime Minister David Cameron created the Anti-Muslim Hatred Working Group[footnoteRef:8]. The aim of this group was to bring together government officials and experts from both Muslim and non-Muslim backgrounds to try and combat Islamophobia. After the uproar of Islamophobic incidents which took place after the murder of Lee Rigby by a small group of Islamic extremists back in 2013, the Anti-Muslim Hatred Working group suggested to the government for an initiative which would protect mosques and the rest of the Muslim communities from attacks.  [8:  GOV.UK. Anti-Muslim Hatred Working Group. [ONLINE] Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/anti-muslim-hatred-working-group. [Accessed 25 March 2018].] 

Conclusion
The Islamophobia of the media has definitely been a serious issue for Muslim communities throughout the United Kingdom for the past few decades. With the constant negative press from the right-wing tabloid newspapers like The Sun being published daily, the general British public are going to view these Muslim communities in a negative and hateful way. Because of this negative view in the media there have been increasing amounts of anti-Muslim attacks taking place each year on individuals and mosques. Although there are now government orientated services to try and bring support to Muslims who have been abused or attacked, if the British media do not change their attitude and try to start publishing more positive news about Islam then Islamophobia is going to continue to become an issue in the United Kingdom.
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