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[bookmark: _Toc528764235]Introduction
The aim of this document is to reflect upon and analyse my performance throughout my foundation year. I will self-evaluate three pieces of coursework from my foundation year in conjunction with the feedback provided by my lecturers in order to better understand how I could have improved my work and to identify good practices and mistakes that I will respectively carry on throughout my degree or avoid making again.
I have opted to analyse the coursework I have produced for Further Science for Engineers and both the presentation and technical report I have produced for Academic Writing. I chose these pieces of work as I feel they represent a range of work quality and the feedback given will be beneficial towards my overall development as an engineering student


[bookmark: _Toc528764236]Coursework 1 – Further Science for Engineers

[bookmark: _Toc528764237]The Brief
The aim of this piece of coursework was to perform an experiment to prove the principle of Simple Harmonic Motion. As a group, we suspended a weighted pendulum on several set measurements of string length and recorded the time taken for the pendulum to perform 50 oscillations. Once this was done, we performed the experiment again with a pendulum of different weight. Each pendulum and string length were recorded three times and an average of each was taken to best avoid erroneous or anomalous results.

[bookmark: _Toc528764238]Evaluation
Over all, I feel my work for this assignment is of a high standard, but there is still room for improvement. I can see from the feedback I was given that throughout my report I left out information that, though not critical to its success, would have helped clarify aspects for the reader, such as including all of the data from each pendulum and presenting the averages separately. I can also see that I haven’t used the correct units for the length of the string. A more thorough reading of the brief may have helped me to avoid this mistake. 
I could also have taken more time to explain the graphs and the data they display. I think this would have helped readers who maybe didn’t have so much of an understanding of the subject. Along similar lines, my Further Work section suggesting improvements to the method of the experiment could also have been expanded with more information about my chosen suggestions.
A way that I feel we could have worked better as a group was better communication between team members. A couple of times the group member dropping the pendulum wouldn’t announce that he was about to drop it, or the individual responsible for counting the oscillations would get distracted, leading to us having to repeat the test. While I don’t think this had an impact on results, because we re-ran each test, I think that more focus would have helped us be more efficient with the time we had to perform the whole experiment. Also from my feedback, I can see that more references in the conclusion of my report would have been helpful. I will apply this in future reports.

[bookmark: _Toc528764239]Coursework 2 – Academic Writing Presentation

[bookmark: _Toc528764240]The Brief
This piece of coursework was to work in a pair to produce and deliver a five minute presentation on a technology that had had a significant impact on the industry I am studying. The presentation covered the development of Electronic Fuel Injection on modern motorcycles, a comparison of Electronic Fuel Injection and the previous model used - the carburettor, and the impact it had on other aspects of a motorcycle’s electronics package.

[bookmark: _Toc528764241]Evaluation
I have generally always struggled with presentations to groups of people regardless of group size, I can see from my feedback that this time was no different as I was shaky and nervous in my speech. This was exacerbated by a video we had included in the presentation not playing. While this ended up being a benefit to the presentation as feedback suggests our explanation of what the video would have covered was well delivered and very knowledgeable, the technical issue surprised me and further compromised my delivery. Presentation is a skill I must develop if I am to succeed in my further studies and in industry. Aside from this, I felt the presentation went well and the information was given by my partner and me in a fluent and professional manner. The presentation itself, I felt, was designed well and looked professional. The feedback I received supports this. 
I understand that I didn’t explain certain parts of the presentation to the degree they perhaps could have been. This is due to my fears of running over our allotted time limit. More rehearsal of the presentation would have helped me better get a grasp of how much time I had for each part of the presentation and how to use that time more effectively. 
Above all, I think my presentation and public speaking skills are some of my weakest and are definitely two things I need to work on a lot as these skills will be critical later on in my degree and beyond. I am able to produce a good quality presentation, but the actual delivery of said presentation is where I struggle the most.


[bookmark: _Toc528764242]Coursework 3 – Academic Writing Report

[bookmark: _Toc528764243]The Brief
From a range of five topics, the task was to select one and provide a technical report on it. I chose to do my report on composites, discussing how carbon fibre had impacted the motorcycle industry, the early development and uses of it, and where I saw its uses expanding in the future.

[bookmark: _Toc528764244]Evaluation
[bookmark: _GoBack]This report, I felt, was one of my stronger pieces of coursework and my marks and feedback reflect this. There are areas in which I still could have improved, of course. One of these areas is the fact that I only used websites as sources. I don’t feel like it impacted the quality of the information in the report, but it definitely made it much harder to find the information I was looking for. In future I will endeavour to include a wider range of source material such as academic journals. The use of more supporting sources would have been helpful to the report in some sections, also. The labelling of the figures in the report was also incorrect, and I should have amended this. Where I simply used a number to denote the image or table, I should have labelled it as a “figure”. I will bear this in mind in future reports.
Another improvement I can take from my feedback is the limited depth I went to when detailing the material properties of carbon fibre. This definitely hindered my report as this information was of significance and was a key reason as to why carbon fibre because used so heavily in the motorcycle industry. In future reports I will not skip over such important information.

[bookmark: _Toc528764245]Conclusion
Looking back over the work I had submitted last year, I can see a number of areas where I could have improved my submissions as I have detailed above. I will address the issues I have identified earlier in this report and will make efforts not to repeat them in my future work. With this aside, I am generally happy with what I produced last year and feel it’s of a high standard that is indicative of my personal strengths and ability. This report being the first piece of coursework I have submitted, I haven’t yet had the opportunity to put some of the feedback I have received into practice, but I will make every effort to do this in future reports and submissions.
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