Universities in Wales – Computing & Entry Requirements

Cardiff University 
https://www.cardiff.ac.uk/computer-science
Typical courses:
· BSc Computer Science
· BSc Computer Science with AI / Cyber Security
· BSc Software Engineering
Typical entry requirements:
· A‑levels: AAA–ABB (often including Maths)
· UCAS tariff: ~112–136 points
· GCSEs: Maths at B or above usually required [Cardiff University]

Swansea University
https://www.swansea.ac.uk/computer-science/
Typical courses:
· BSc Computer Science
· BSc Computer Science & Artificial Intelligence
· BSc Software Engineering
Typical entry requirements:
· A‑levels: AAB–BBB (Maths preferred)
· UCAS tariff: ~80–136 points
· Alternative routes: Foundation Year available 

Aberystwyth University
https://www.aber.ac.uk/en/cs/
Typical courses:
· BSc Computer Science
· BSc Artificial Intelligence & Robotics
Typical entry requirements:
· A‑levels: ABB–CCC
· UCAS tariff: ~96–144 points
· Maths: Preferred but not always mandatory

Bangor University
https://www.bangor.ac.uk/computer-science-and-electronic-engineering
Typical courses:
· BSc Computer Science
· BSc Gaming & Multimedia
· Computing with Foundation Year
Typical entry requirements:
· A‑levels: BBB–CCC
· UCAS tariff: Typically 104–120 (lower for foundation)
· Maths: GCSE preferred 

University of South Wales (USW)
https://www.southwales.ac.uk/courses/bsc-hons-computer-science/
Typical courses:
· BSc Computer Science
· BSc Applied Cyber Security
· BSc Computing
Typical entry requirements:
· A‑levels: BCC–DDD
· UCAS tariff: ~32–112 points
· Routes: Extensive foundation and top‑up pathways



Cardiff Metropolitan University
https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/technologies/subjects/computing/
Typical courses:
· BSc Computer Science
· BSc Computer Games Design
· BSc Business Information Systems
Typical entry requirements:
· A‑levels: BCC–BBC
· UCAS tariff: ~104–128 points
· Maths: GCSE C/4 or above required

Wrexham University
https://wrexham.ac.uk/study/subject/computing/
Typical courses:
· BSc Computer Science
· BSc Computer Games Design & Development
Typical entry requirements:
· A‑levels: CCC–DDD
· UCAS tariff: ~48–112 points
· Routes: Strong foundation and placement options

Further Education Colleges (HE‑in‑FE Computing)
Grŵp Llandrillo Menai
https://www.gllm.ac.uk/courses/computing-and-it
Courses: HNC/HND Computing, Cyber Security
Entry requirements:
· Level 3 qualification (e.g. BTEC, A‑levels)
· Typically UCAS ~72 points

Cardiff and Vale College (CAVC)
https://cavc.ac.uk/en/subjects/it-computing
Courses: HNC/HND Computing, IT Diplomas
Entry requirements:
· Level 3 qualification or relevant experience 

NPTC Group
https://www.nptcgroup.ac.uk/courses/computing-it 
Courses: IT & Computing (HE pathways)
Entry requirements:
· Level 3 qualification (or progression from FE)



Below is a comparison table designed for curriculum and progression‑planning, summarising all Welsh HE providers offering Computing, aligned against entry tariffs, access routes, and curriculum emphasis.
(UCAS ranges reflect typical BSc (Hons) entry, not foundation/top‑up unless stated.)

Computing Provision in Wales – Curriculum Planning Comparison Table
	Institution
	Main Computing Awards
	Typical UCAS Entry Range
	A‑Level Profile (Typical)
	Maths Requirement
	Foundation / Access Routes
	Curriculum Emphasis

	Cardiff University
	Computer Science; CS with AI/Cyber; Software Engineering
	112–136
	AAA–ABB
	Usually required (A‑level or GCSE high grade)
	No standard foundation
	Academic CS, theory‑led, AI, data, research‑intensive 

	Swansea University
	Computer Science; CS & AI; Software Engineering
	80–136
	AAB–BBB
	Preferred
	Yes (Foundation Year)
	Balanced theory & practice, strong industry links 

	Aberystwyth University
	Computer Science; AI & Robotics
	96–144
	ABB–CCC
	Preferred
	Yes
	Core CS with AI / robotics specialism 

	Bangor University
	Computer Science; Gaming & Multimedia
	~104–120 (lower with FY)
	BBB–CCC
	GCSE preferred
	Yes
	Small‑cohort CS, applied pathways 

	University of South Wales (USW)
	Computer Science; Computing; Applied Cyber Security
	32–112
	BCC–DDD
	GCSE C/4+
	Extensive foundation/top‑up
	Strong vocational focus, cyber security leadership 

	Cardiff Metropolitan University
	Computer Science; Games Design; Business IS
	104–128
	BBC–BCC
	GCSE C/4+
	Yes
	Applied computing, digital & creative industries

	Wrexham University
	Computer Science; Games Design
	48–112
	CCC–DDD
	GCSE preferred
	Yes
	Practical computing, placements, widening access 

	Grŵp Llandrillo Menai (HE‑in‑FE)
	HNC/HND Computing; Cyber Security
	~72
	Level 3 / BTEC
	Embedded support
	Progression‑focused
	FE → HE technical progression 

	Cardiff & Vale College (CAVC) (HE‑in‑FE)
	HNC/HND Computing; IT
	N/A (Level 3 entry)
	Level 3 / Experience
	Contextual
	Progression‑focused
	Applied IT and progression routes 

	NPTC Group (HE‑in‑FE)
	HNC‑level Computing
	N/A (Level 3 entry)
	Level 3 / FE progression
	Contextual
	Progression‑focused
	Technical & applied pathways 











Below is a clear identification of the typical award types (BA / BSc / BEng) used for Computing‑related degrees at each Welsh institution 

Award Types for Computing Degrees in Wales
	Institution
	Default Award for Computing
	Other Awards Used
	Notes for Curriculum Planning

	Cardiff University
	BSc (Hons)
	–
	All mainstream Computing / Computer Science degrees are BSc; strongly science‑ and theory‑based.

	Swansea University
	BSc (Hons)
	BEng (Hons) (select pathways)
	Computer Science is BSc; some more engineering‑oriented pathways sit under BEng.

	Aberystwyth University
	BSc (Hons)
	–
	All Computer Science, AI, and Robotics awards are BSc.

	Bangor University
	BSc (Hons)
	–
	Computing and Gaming degrees are BSc, including foundation routes.

	University of South Wales (USW)
	BSc (Hons)
	–
	Computing, Cyber Security, and Applied Computing are consistently BSc.

	Cardiff Metropolitan University
	BSc (Hons)
	BA (Hons) (games/creative variants)
	Core Computing is BSc; some Games Design pathways may be BA depending on emphasis.

	Wrexham University
	BSc (Hons)
	BA (Hons) (creative tech)
	Computer Science is BSc; Games and creative computing may be BA.

	Grŵp Llandrillo Menai (HE‑in‑FE)
	HNC/HND (BSc progression)
	–
	Higher Nationals typically validated toward BSc top‑ups.

	Cardiff & Vale College (HE‑in‑FE)
	HNC/HND (BSc aligned)
	–
	Designed to articulate into BSc Computing awards.

	NPTC Group (HE‑in‑FE)
	HNC/HND (BSc aligned)
	–
	Technical computing feeds into BSc top‑up pathways.




