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Background

	
Omar and Ali have been identified, by Mr Davies, as two of a group of eight youths that loiter in the ground floor stairwell of ‘Kinnock House’.  This gang leave debris all over the stairwell and corridor.  This includes beer cans, cigarette ends, saliva and other litter.  They shout, run about and laugh loudly into the early hours many days of the week.  Residents have complained as they are afraid, due to general abuse, to go near them.

There have been several calls to police a week and many to the housing authority as well as local authority anti-social behaviour officers.





Notes for Facilitators

Use the information given and confer with your learning partner/co-facilitator to decide who should be invited to come to the conference, ie who has been most affected by the events described? Who would be best able/suited to support them?

Participants

Omar Rahman
Ali Rahman
Nadia Rahman
Mr Davis




Participant Sheet – Omar Rahman

Background

Omar and Ali have been identified, by Mr Davies, as two of a group of eight youths that loiter in the ground floor stairwell of ‘Kinnock House’.  This gang leave debris all over the stairwell and corridor.  This includes beer cans, cigarette ends, saliva and other litter.  They shout, run about and laugh loudly into the early hours many days of the week.  Residents have complained as they are afraid, due to general abuse, to go near them.

There have been several calls to police a week and many to the housing authority as well as local authority anti-social behaviour officers.

Important:
Take a moment to study carefully the background and the details of your role. If you feel that the role may raise personal unresolved issues or feelings, then please inform the trainers and ask to be assigned a different role, or to observe the role-play.

When comfortable with the role, but without actually beginning the role-play, participants should share the information about their roles with one another.

	
Omar Rahman

You are 14 years old and like hanging around with the older kids, including your really cool older sibling.

Somewhat naïve you will readily admit to drinking lager and smoking cigarettes as your sibling and the rest of the gang do it.  You don’t particularly like the taste or smoke but join in nonetheless.

You don’t swear at anybody but the others do.  Most of the litter you leave is sweet wrappers.  You are in before midnight on schooldays but might be out later on weekends.

You are not really bothered too much about meeting people at a conference as you don’t think you do anything particularly worse than anybody else.





Participant Sheet – Ali Rahman

Background

Omar and Ali have been identified, by Mr Davies, as two of a group of eight youths that loiter in the ground floor stairwell of ‘Kinnock House’.  This gang leave debris all over the stairwell and corridor.  This includes beer cans, cigarette ends, saliva and other litter.  They shout, run about and laugh loudly into the early hours many days of the week.  Residents have complained as they are afraid, due to general abuse, to go near them.

There have been several calls to police a week and many to the housing authority as well as local authority anti-social behaviour officers.

Important:
Take a moment to study carefully the background and the details of your role. If you feel that the role may raise personal unresolved issues or feelings, then please inform the trainers and ask to be assigned a different role, or to observe the role-play.

When comfortable with the role, but without actually beginning the role-play, participants should share the information about their roles with one another.

	
Ali Rahman

You are Omar’s older sibling.  He is 14, you are 17 years old.  You are independent minded and go to college 3 days a week studying mechanics.  

You do not feel you or your friends are hurting anyone by hanging around the stairwell.  You freely admit to being there and engaging in horseplay and having a laugh with the others.

You admit, if you feel under enough pressure, to buying and drinking lager and occasionally having had too much.  You would be unhappy if your parents found out you were drinking and smoking as they do not like that.  Your parents are often asleep when you get in, which is after midnight during the week and later at weekends.

You are a little concerned about meeting people at a conference as you don’t want to take the blame for what the others get up to.




Participant Sheet – Nadia Rahman

Background
Omar and Ali have been identified, by Mr Davies, as two of a group of eight youths that loiter in the ground floor stairwell of ‘Kinnock House’.  This gang leave debris all over the stairwell and corridor.  This includes beer cans, cigarette ends, saliva and other litter.  They shout, run about and laugh loudly into the early hours many days of the week.  Residents have complained as they are afraid, due to general abuse, to go near them.

There have been several calls to police a week and many to the housing authority as well as local authority anti-social behaviour officers.

Important:
Take a moment to study carefully the background and the details of your role. If you feel that the role may raise personal unresolved issues or feelings, then please inform the trainers and ask to be assigned a different role, or to observe the role-play.

When comfortable with the role, but without actually beginning the role-play, participants should share the information about their roles with one another.

	
Nadia Rahman

It would be acceptable to refer to Muslims by first name rather than family or geographical name, many Muslim women do not change name on marriage). You are a devout Muslim and would be shocked at anti-social behaviour.

You send the children out of the small flat as they argue but tell Ali to look after Omar.  You are aware that some neighbours have complained about youths downstairs in the stairwell but do not believe your two are the culprits.

Alcohol is strictly forbidden by the Qur’an and the boys that drink downstairs could not be Muslim.  Smoking, while not banned by the Qur’an (because it is a recent practice) is considered by your family and your imam (prayer leader at your mosque) as not permissible and abominable.  Allah says people should not harm themselves.  When you are convinced that your children have been misbehaving you will have no problem in co-operating but would want all the other youths to be equally subject to a contract.  You have heard that you could be evicted for this… Is that true?  Where would they send you?




Participant Sheet – Mr Davis

Background

Omar and Ali have been identified, by Mr Davies, as two of a group of eight youths that loiter in the ground floor stairwell of ‘Kinnock House’.  This gang leave debris all over the stairwell and corridor.  This includes beer cans, cigarette ends, saliva and other litter.  They shout, run about and laugh loudly into the early hours many days of the week.  Residents have complained as they are afraid, due to general abuse, to go near them.

There have been several calls to police a week and many to the housing authority as well as local authority anti-social behaviour officers.

Important:
Take a moment to study carefully the background and the details of your role. If you feel that the role may raise personal unresolved issues or feelings, then please inform the trainers and ask to be assigned a different role, or to observe the role-play.

When comfortable with the role, but without actually beginning the role-play, participants should share the information about their roles with one another.

	
Mr Davis

You are the chair of the Kinnock House Resident’s Association.  You have received dozens of complaints about the youths that loiter in the stairwell and you identified the two who are here today.  You passed the details on to the police.

You have mentioned the matter to the parents but nothing has changed.  You approached the youths once yourself.  They did leave, but with a tirade of abuse and still came back the following evening.

You personally have seen the youngest one (Omar) drinking beer from cans and they all smoke turning the paintwork yellow.  Why do the parents allow them to drink at such a young age?

This was raised at the last association meeting and you would like to report back with something constructive.




Participant Sheet – Mrs Hughes

Background

Omar and Ali have been identified, by Mr Davies, as two of a group of eight youths that loiter in the ground floor stairwell of ‘Kinnock House’.  This gang leave debris all over the stairwell and corridor.  This includes beer cans, cigarette ends, saliva and other litter.  They shout, run about and laugh loudly into the early hours many days of the week.  Residents have complained as they are afraid, due to general abuse, to go near them.

There have been several calls to police a week and many to the housing authority as well as local authority anti-social behaviour officers.

Important:
Take a moment to study carefully the background and the details of your role. If you feel that the role may raise personal unresolved issues or feelings, then please inform the trainers and ask to be assigned a different role, or to observe the role-play.

When comfortable with the role, but without actually beginning the role-play, participants should share the information about their roles with one another.

	
Mrs Hughes

You are a single parent at your wits end looking after two young children.  Your flat is just above the stairwell and the noise wakes the children.

Your children are frightened by the banging and foul language.  You use the lift to go down only one floor and exit via the rear doors so as not to pass the youths.

All the youths are all drinking and smoking and these two are too young to drink.

The next thing will be drugs, syringes and paraphernalia.

You feel quite depressed and emotionally under-siege over the behaviour.  It feels personal.  Why are they sitting so close to your flat?  Why do they bang on your wall?  What have you done to deserve this?





Participant Sheet – Ms O’Brien

Background

Omar and Ali have been identified, by Mr Davies, as two of a group of eight youths that loiter in the ground floor stairwell of ‘Kinnock House’.  This gang leave debris all over the stairwell and corridor.  This includes beer cans, cigarette ends, saliva and other litter.  They shout, run about and laugh loudly into the early hours many days of the week.  Residents have complained as they are afraid, due to general abuse, to go near them.

There have been several calls to police a week and many to the housing authority as well as local authority anti-social behaviour officers.

Important:
Take a moment to study carefully the background and the details of your role. If you feel that the role may raise personal unresolved issues or feelings, then please inform the trainers and ask to be assigned a different role, or to observe the role-play.

When comfortable with the role, but without actually beginning the role-play, participants should share the information about their roles with one another.

	
Ms O’Brien

You are the best friend of Ms Hughes since childhood.  

When you visit in the evenings you use the lift to go up just one floor rather than use the stairs.  Once the lift had urine all over the floor so you had to pick your way through the youths on the stairs and had to tolerate the abuse.

Your friend has not been well and is easily upset, once you found your friend close to tears over the noise and abuse.  Your friend takes it very personally and you are very worried about the long term effect it may have if it carries on.  

You know your friend takes medication that you believe is entirely due to the stress involved.
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