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Question: Critically discuss barriers to engagement in education for children in one country. Take a global perspective and refer to local and global policies, Compare your findings to the situation for children in the UK.

Introduction – the main aim of this assignment is to examine and analyse aspects of the global challenges facing access to education for all children and young people. Particularly in the developing world and the role of the governments and international organisations in seeking to overcome these challenges. To compare statistics and data with Zimbabwe and other countries and in comparison, to the UK. Show the current barriers standing in the way of a qualitive education. Showing awareness to the human rights articles and how the countries government is tackling these growing issues. The assignment will have the input of critical literature reviews and their backgrounds on subjects relating to this topic. Also stating the rights of the children and how they differ from Zimbabwe to other countries. And what can be done to improve the quality of life and educational attainment. 
[bookmark: _Hlk7459103]What is the meaning globalization? “Globalization is a process of interaction and integration among the people, companies, and governments of different nations, a process driven by international trade and investment and aided by information technology. The process has effects on the environment, on culture, on political systems, on economic development and prosperity, and on human physical well-being in societies around the world”. (2016) Globalization 101 – The Levin Institute – The State University of New York. 
Globalization has been a subject that has been around for many centuries. But due to the growing development of technology and the world it has got increasingly bigger. It is said in the online article of the Globalization 101 that the trade market has increased and is now twenty times bigger than what it was before, it also states that foreign investments has doubled too since the growth in the economy. It also mentions that the growing globalization is faster and cheaper than what we think. This growing flow globalization has been motivated by policies that has opened up economy’s locally and globally. Governments have adopted this approach to the growing motivation of globalization and used the term free-market economic systems. What the term means is that there are opportunities for governments to increase their own productivities and create new opportunities for international trade and investment. This leads on to foreign partners having new opportunities to develop and grow their businesses and creating jobs for local communities. Having new opportunities for families means more income so therefore families are able to send their children to school. 

What does it mean to have a global perspective?? “A global perspective is the capacity and predisposition for a person to think with complexity taking into account multiple perspectives, to form a unique sense of self that is value based and authentic, and to relate to others with respect and openness especially with those who are not like her…. (with a) sense of people, nation and world beyond themselves” (Finn, McNamara. 2011, p.259). The Welsh Government have put together five points in helping to understand global perspectives within education. They are: 
· Interdependence and globalisation- an understanding of the complex social, economic and the political links people and the impact they leave on each other. 
· Identity and cultural diversity- understanding your own culture and being open to other cultures. 
· Social justice and human rights- to having a good understanding of inequality, discrimination and having the right to stand up for your rights, take responsibility and respect the rights of others.  
· Peace building and conflict resolutions- being able to understand the importance of building strong and trusting relationships and ways conflict can be prevented or resolved. 
· Sustainable futures- understanding ways in which we can meet our needs without weakening the quality of the environment or reducing the size of future generations to meet their own needs. (Global Education. 2014, Welsh Government. 2015).


The country that will have the main focus of this assignment is Zimbabwe. The country is located in the southern part of Africa. The country gained their independence from the UK in 1980. The nation is not well established, and this shows through their lack of government policies and practice. Since independence took place Zimbabwe placed the importance on equality in the general policy statements. The existing policy was unequal and discriminating against women and continued to be that way for twelve years following the independence. Now it is said that the women of the Zimbabwe society are being acknowledged. The new policies of Zimbabwe continue to look at education and gender. The countries unemployment rate is very high, around 95 percent of their population are out of work.67% of employment is agriculture, 7.3% industry and 25.2% services. Their population is around 14,030,368 (July 2018) this estimation of the country’s population can vary due to the high number of deaths due to AIDS. This can result in lower life expectancy, increased infant deaths, higher deaths rates, lower population growth rates which can make changes to the delivery of the population by age and gender. Most of the population that is working in Zimbabwe are farmers, this includes children, they will help farmers to harvest and bring in the crops. Education within Zimbabwe is one of the biggest needs of each family. Zimbabwe highly depends on the agricultural and industry work force. CIA The World Factbook. (date unknow). Bourdillon (2019) has his views on child labour. In 2014 the government of Bolivia broadcasted a new children’s code. This code is to let children join in and engage in certain types of work with the family. There are two points to this new code which are discussed. Child labour is a common problem in the global countries of the south. In some societies work can be seen as a positive role in a child’s development and well-being but can also have a huge negative affect especially in poor countries. On one hand work is fundamental for the social and developmental progress within a child’s life on the other hand demanding and physical labour can be seen as detrimental and can damage their physical, social, and cognitive development. Whilst some countries protect children against work others seek to protect the opportunities and the benefits to work. Countries that have the resources tend to focus on education, and those with little resources value work as a priority.   
The number of children losing parents or family members through HIV and AIDS has continued to rise over the recent years. Statistics show that HIV/AIDS are affecting the lives of millions of South Africans. In 2011 marked the thirtieth anniversary of when the first ever HIV report was made, this was published from the United States. In the UK the disease was known to be most common in gay men, but this has dramatically changed globally over the years. In Zimbabwe the CIA report states that there are 13.3% of people aged between 15 to 49 who are living with the infection of HIV/AIDS, in comparison to the world Zimbabwe are the 5th highest in the world. The number adult and children deaths from the disease in (2017) is estimated at 22,000, this result comes in at the 11th highest country in the CIA world report. There are major risks of infectious diseases within the country compared to other countries such as the United States or the UK (2016). Other infectious diseases that are issued as high risk within the country are, food or waterborne diseases: bacterial and protozoal diarrhea, hepatitis A and typhoid fever, Malaria and dengue fever, schistosmiasis disease (this is a water contact disease) and animal related diseases: rabies. Aside from the HIV/AIDS infections these infections that that also affect on the lives of the locals of Zimbabwe. Understanding and acknowledging the affects of the HIV/AIDS virus has on the lives of children and their attainment development is substantially high. The global literature reviews discuss the effects of HIV/AIDS and schooling. Studies show that there are educational disadvantages among children who are affected by AIDS. The review includes school enrolment and attendance., school behaviour, school performance, school completion and educational attainment. Other barrier factors that play a role in how each child is affected includes, gender of the child, the loss of parents, their living arrangements (relationships with the care giver) and household poverty. The UN Chronicle (2011) states that the lack of education continues the cycle between HIV/AIDS and poverty. Studies have measured negative outcomes, which suggest that there are significant inter-generational consequences of house-hold coping strategies. It also states that while HIV/AIDS has a negative impact on education, it also gives appropriate initiatives which can be implemented through learning. The UN Chronicle also states that HIV/AIDS awareness should be integrated in to the academic curricular. To increase the awareness community-based sustainable development projects will educate and allow communities could enable individuals and households to overcome the poverty impact of the virus. However, more rigorous practise and studies need to be carried out to link well-being and the educational outcomes of those who have been affected by AIDS.  (2012) L,Sherr.  Statistics tell us that AIDS are continually affecting millions of lives in South Africa it is said that around 5.7 million where affected in 2009. This recording indicates that the majority of them are involved within the educational system either as teachers, pupils or parents. What the statistics dont mention is that the average teacher and learner are affected daily and that the effects it can have on the quality of teaching and learning. Knowing the facts about HIV and also condom use teenage pregnancy and other sexual related issues are key. Subjects of this nature may be uncomfortable to teach and speak about when you have been taught and conditioned not to talk about it.  but having the confidence and the sensitivity towards the matter will help with prevention and any stigmas. The trauma from this infection can cause emotional, financial, social, psychological and health problems. Even though the effects of AIDS are negative, teachers and educators have an important role to help teach and prevent the infection and also give support to those who are affected. The problem with this is that teachers are not trained to deal or even cope with the educational and social consequences of the AIDS. The UK are able to provide better resources for teachers compared to Zimbabwe. The resources that are available enables teachers to make responsible decision making with learners within the education system. Decisions that will enhance the appropriate life-skills that is needed within school and out of school. There are many factors that need to be taking into account when educators are involved with those who are effective with HIV/AIDS. Despite the difficult economic challenges, Zimbabwe has become the second country in Africa to slow the infectious virus of HIV down. This has been reduced through education and prevention programmes. 
ABC set-up represents three steps to prevention. Astain, Be faithful or use Condom campaign has proven to be successful, it also mentions that if the campaign was to add another letter to the three key prevention points ABC, it would be W, for women. Reasons for this is, to overcome AIDS in Africa and for the country need to make women feel empowered. Subjects like this need to be embedded from a young age and as mentioned earlier subjects like this should be included within the curricula. Mr Dangor the director of UNAIDS Advocacy of communications and leadership state’s that the prevention programmes which was introduced in the 1990’s are beginning to show results. He also offers an important lesson that “you don’t have to wait for a massive amount of external funding to contain the spread of HIV.” The importance of resources for prevention, care and treatment, it is said that its even more important for the country to own their problem and their solutions, instead of waiting for the targeted programmes to be introduced from outside of the country. The report also goes on to say that AIDS will always be an issue unless governments of the affected countries remove AIDS from the political arena, if this is done then the chances of containing the disease would happen at a much quicker pace. AfricaRenewal (date unknown) progress in Zimbabwe’s HIV/AIDS battle.
In 2016 financial support from development partners alongside the government, Zimbabwe received a large grant to help with the many existing pressure and issues affecting the country and the people who live there. From this grant over one million people living in Zimbabwe who is infected with HIV had free access to the anti-retroviral therapy enabling them to lead a healthy and productive life. 1.9m Zimbabweans were tested and given results with 0.9m being put on anti-retroviral treatment representing a 95% achievement rate.
Prevention efforts through male circumcision; awareness raising; and scaled-up voluntary counselling and testing has stopped the prevalent.
A two year 2016-2020 Temporary Poverty Reduction Strategy (I-PRSP) developed and launched to guide poverty reduction programmes and projects.
The second Universal Periodic Review process resulted on successful participation of Zimbabwe at the UN Human Rights Council session and accepted 142 recommendations for implementation.Capacity building on treaty bodies, and establishing and strengthening the capacity of independent institutions including human rights; gender; election; peace, healing and reconciliation; and media commissions.
The Zimbabwe Human Rights Commission (ZHRC) has been capacitated for investigation and complaints handling. There were 477 cases in 2016, the Commission handled 173 cases. With an active multi-stakeholder, national advocacy child marriages have been banned and national action plan on ending child marriages has been put in place.Eight women banks have been established to mainstream gender equality into the national financial inclusion strategy. 300 gender- based violence (GBV) trained on GBV prevention and response; from this over 16,200 women accessed GBV shelters and services at One Stop Centres. United Nations in Zimbabwe (2016-2020). 
The Un Convention of the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) have created these articles to protect the rights of all children. There are 52 articles including – Article 4, the government should make sure my rights are respected. Article 24, I have the right to good quality healthcare, to clean water and good food. Article 25, if I am not living with my family, people should keep checking I am safe. Article 28, I have the right to an education. Article 29, I have the right to an education which develops my personality, respect for others, rights and the environment. Article 32, I should not be made to do dangerous work. UNCRC Article. (date unknown). The Darkar Framework (200) is a collective commitment from many different governments to ensure that improving childhood was a priority. Improving every aspect of the quality of education and ensure that learning outcomes are achieved by all. Eliminating gender equality both in primary and secondary school. These are just some examples of articles that both the UNCRC and the Dakar Framework (2000) have put in place to ensure that as many barriers can be overcome and that children of the next generation will continue to grow, learn and achieve in a sustainable educational environment. With a world population of around 7 billion people and limitations on natural resources, we as societies need to learn to live together in a sustainable way. We need to be responsible and take action on the understanding of what we do today will have an impact on our future lives and planet. Educational sustainability development allows people to change the way they think about sustaining our future. UNESC aims to improve the access to quality education on sustainable development at all levels. The change in education will help develop the knowledge, values and skills we would need to carry this on to the next generation. UNESCO (2019).  To conclude the outcomes of this assignment, there are many barriers that we as society face globally, but together we could change the way of the world, decrease disease and poverty and increase the well-being of each other with positive and sustainable approaches to the rights of each other and the world. that would be amazing, and the outcomes would be high, but life and obstacles are always visible. Governments, local authorities and communities need to all work together to achieve a good outcome.  
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