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1. [bookmark: _Toc1]Introduction: Identification of a Business Problem
• Background of the identified problem or issue within a business or organisational context (e.g., staff retention, digital transformation, declining market share, supply chain inefficiency, or customer experience, etc.). 
• Explain why this problem is significant and how it impacts business performance or strategy. 
• Provide a sufficient yet succinct background to demonstrate your understanding of the organisational context and its challenges. 

2. [bookmark: _Toc2]Research Aim, Objectives and Questions 
• Clearly state the aim of your research in one concise sentence. A short paragraph can also be written to explain the research aim further. 
• Develop specific, measurable research objectives and questions that directly address the identified problem (3 to 4 objectives). 
• Ensure alignment between your aim, research objectives, research questions, and the potential outcomes of your study. 

3. [bookmark: _Toc3]Critical Literature Review 
• Review and critically analyse key academic and professional sources related to your topic. 
• Identify gaps or inconsistencies in the existing research and explain how your study intends to address them. 
• Demonstrate understanding of relevant theories, models, and frameworks that support your analysis. 
4. [bookmark: _Toc4]Research Methodology 
• Justify your choice of research design and approach (qualitative, quantitative, or mixed methods). You also need to briefly explain your chosen research paradigm (positivism, interpretivism, or pragmatism) and logical reasoning (deduction, induction, or abduction).
• Describe how you plan to collect data (e.g., surveys/questionnaire, interviews, primary or secondary data) and analyse data (e.g.  statistical analysis, thematic analysis, etc.) 
• Briefly discuss your sampling strategy, research ethics, and data reliability and validity considerations. 
5. [bookmark: _Toc5]Business Relevance and Practical Implications 
• Explain how your proposed research could help the organisation make better decisions or improve operations. 
• Discuss potential recommendations, innovations, or strategies that could emerge from your findings. 
• Reflect on how the project contributes to your understanding of applied business research.

[bookmark: _Toc6]6. Proposed Time Frame (Gantt Chart)






























[bookmark: _Toc7]7. References
Include in-text citations throughout your main body with a reference list in alphabetical order in UWTSD Harvard Referencing style (at least 8 credible scholarly sources, please see assignment brief). 
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