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Analytical Report – Temple of Apollo
About the Site
The Temple of Apollo in Pompeii was built in or around 120 BC and was first excavated in 1817. The Temple itself is located in the seventh district or insula within Pompeii and faces towards the main forum of the town, creating an easy way for the people to access the temple for worship or other similar means.
[image: 5 Precinct of the Temple of Apollo at Pompeii, plan showing the locations of excavated (black) and conjectural (grey) planting pits of the early fi rst century ad .]
(Image from Research Gate; plan of the temple from above)
In the above image, we can see the layout of the temple as it was when it was built from digs by archaeologists and researchers that have uncovered the many stairs, pillars, statues and altars that make up this temple dedicated to Apollo.
Moreover, during the time that the temple was first used, there was seemingly a Cult of Apollo that was widespread from the area of Campania[footnoteRef:1] that was using the Temple during rituals and possibly other things related to their cult activities. The Cult was seemingly of Greek origin and was spread from and around Greek colonies from a way of worship among the Italian peoples. This may have been around 6th BC, as the Cult soon faded into obscurity around the 5th BC, with not much more activity being seen in and around the temple itself. [1:  Planet Pompeii (2019)] 

Site Preservation
The site was first excavated in 1817 but works have continued through until 2015 and the modern day, with multiple different area excavations taking at least two years each when they were done. The city of Pompeii itself was not excavated until 1748, so it took some time for the researchers to work around each district of the wider city and come to settle on this specific temple with all of its different parts and rooms to look at individually since it is in the seventh district.
In the current day, however, more efforts are being made to preserve the site along with the whole city of Pompeii and keep them as intact as possible in order to keep all of their details and historical characteristics that could help with historical research on sites around the city. Statues that have been uncovered in fragments or completely have been placed into museums and copies put in their place in order to keep the site as it was but also to help the research that excavators are currently carrying out on the sites and around the city. Within the Temple of Apollo, there have been statues found that helped researchers to see that this site was a place of worship and religion and help to answer their questions as to why it was seen as such, including all the decorations and carvings that there would have been if the Temple was still standing how it was when Pompeii was a bustling city full of people.
Research That Has Been Done
On the sites of the city of Pompeii and the Temple of Apollo there has obviously been research that has been carried out through the course of the excavations and uncovering of the different districts within the city, along with many roads that lead to and from each place individually.
Multiple pieces of research have focused on the city as a whole itself, whilst others have focused on smaller details such as singular districts or areas within the city that are of interest. One example of a piece of research that focuses on the wider city is Roman Pompeii: Space and Society by Ray Laurence[footnoteRef:2], which discusses the culture of Pompeii as a whole and how people may have embraced it as they learned to live there as locals or if they were simply visiting. Laurence also brings up the way that we can see how the city itself had a connection with the people living there and how this is deeply shown in what archaeologists and researchers have uncovered on digs and at sites in all the different districts of Pompeii. [2:  Laurence, R. (2007)] 

Another particular piece of research that focuses on the temple itself is a paper by Federica Boschi and Carlo Rescigno called “The sanctuary of Apollo in Pompeii: new geophysical and archaeological investigations”. It covers research and findings from the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 AD to the modern day where it discusses how the city and the site of the temple have been affected by various events and bombings during World Wars[footnoteRef:3], for example the site being affected by the allied bombings in 1943, causing collapse and major structural loss. [3:  Federica Boschi, Carlo Rescigno (2020)] 

Material Culture Found
Additionally, there have been plenty of different things excavated and recreated on the site of the temple in order to show and tell archaeologists just what was used there and what may have decorated and furnished the many walls, floors and ceilings.
When excavators and researchers were trying to work out who this temple had belonged to or been built for, there were bronze arms discovered that were attached to a marble statue looking as if they were in a position ready to fire a bow (See Fig 1), therefore leading to speculation that this temple was one dedicated to Mercury.[footnoteRef:4] It was only after these were uncovered and a bust of Diana was found that the temple was correctly identified as that of Apollo, with statues of him and Diana being placed by the steps in the centre of the Temple facing the forum where they would have been when the temple was still standing. [4:  Van Andringa, William (2012)] 

[image: Diagram of the parts of the Apollo found in 1817 and 1818]
(Figure 1: From Getty.edu; Statue of Apollo showing when different parts were discovered)
Going from the remnants of the statue of Apollo that was found in pieces over several years, archaeologists looked at how it was posed and saw that the statue of Diana that was discovered there years earlier in 1817 was set out in very much the same way. They would have thought the temple was dedicated to Diana at first before finding the rest of the statue of Apollo and realising the differences between the two.
In addition to the statues within the temple, there were also friezes, mosaics and paintings adorning both the walls and the floors of most of the rooms in the temple.[image: VII.7.32 Pompeii. May 2018. Information notice board with the description in English, repeated below. 
Photo courtesy of Buzz Ferebee.

]
(Fig 2: From Pictures in Pompeii: VII.7.32 Pompeii. May 2018. Photo courtesy of Buzz Ferebee.)
The outside of the temple would have been decorated with minor details, much like Figure 2 shows the lining on the edge of the roof would have been painted and the patterns that were possibly used at the time. This may have been repeated around the whole temple, much like carvings on the pillars which held up the roof that may have also been decorated with a sundial (See Fig 3) showing the other ways in which people brought about the reason that this was a temple dedicated to Apollo.
[image: VII.7.32 Pompeii. August 2021. Detail of sundial, from podium.
Foto Annette Haug, ERC Grant 681269 DÉCOR.
]
(Figure 3: From Pictures in Pompeii: VII.7.32 Pompeii. August 2021. Detail of sundial, from podium. Photo: Annette Haug)
With this temple being decorated so finely and with so much detail going into the pillars holding it up along with the statues, paintings and friezes on the roof, there is obviously a huge show of love and care that people put into making this temple special and extremely worthy of the god that it was dedicated to. Considering that this was a temple dedicated to worshipping a god, archaeologists and researchers that undertook the excavation can assume that the remains of decorations found on walls and pillars were the result of paint that has been stripped off by the elements and simply time passing in between digs and excavations. While there are still finer details still remaining on pillars, floors and walls that are being preserved by archaeologists and digs, some are very worn and are hardly visible whilst still maintaining their shape and form (See Fig 4.)
[image: VII.7.32, Pompeii. September 2018. Detail of capital on podium.
Foto Anne Kleineberg, ERC Grant 681269 DÉCOR.

]
(Figure 4: From Pictures in Pompeii: VII.7.32 Pompeii. September 2018. Detail of capital on podium. Photo: Anne Kleineberg)
In Figure 4 above, we can still see some traces of what might have been white paint or simply age on this detail of the pillar and the original carvings that are difficult to make out but are still there. These details that we have now could mean that the pillars that held up the roof of this temple were specifically Corinthian pillars, due to the detailing on Figure 4, which shows us the leaf patterns and curved edges that are specific to Corinthian pillars and their detailing. This could have been a design that was specifically chosen for this temple, given the connection with plants and how they feed themselves off the sun and its rays.
Theories (What does this all mean/suggest)
Considering the timeframe that all of the excavations of the site take up, it is natural to assume that there are a lot of theories about the site, what everything that was found there means plus what all of these things suggest about the temple and Pompeii in this report.
Firstly, looking at the scale and how much the temple was decorated with paintings and statues, we could simply assume that it was paid for by somebody in a place of high power, for example somebody in a high state of office who wanted to get their name out there for good deeds to the public. It could also have been a project of the city, given that religion was a key factor in both Greek and Roman society[footnoteRef:5] and was a big part in how everything functioned in large cities and even in small towns. If we take the place where the Temple is standing - nearby to the amphitheatre and across from the forum – archaeologists and researchers may have assumed that people might have walked past the Temple fairly frequently and therefore stopped inside to give alms or libations depending on what they could give at the time. They may have also used the time to pray for good weather, clear skies or simply good luck, being that Apollo was God of the sun, these were all requests that could have been quite common with the amount of foot traffic that passed this Temple every day to and from the forum and the amphitheatre, both important places in Roman culture and life. [5:  Grant, M. (2024).] 

In addition, we could ask why temples like this were all designed in such a similar fashion, even down to the way they were decorated and furnished in order to serve the religious purpose it was built for. It may have been because the design was easy and quick to build, and building all of the temples the same way was simple and cost efficient if it was not being paid for by somebody in a high seat of power that wanted it built in order to look good to their fellow peers. The question of who built the Temple of Apollo is answered by an inscription that names the quaestor Oppius Campanus in Oscan, though this seems to be the only place where this name is mentioned through the whole Temple. It is possible that he only funded it and had labourers do the work, hence why his name seems to be the only one on or around the Temple.
Lastly, if we think about the uses that the Temple of Apollo may have had when it was still standing, it was possibly mostly used as a place of worship as that it was it was built for and its intent was to harbour worship and dedications towards the God Apollo first and foremost. There may have been ceremonies and other formalities done inside the temple, but we can infer from the decorations and simply how the space is decorated that it was not a place for anything outside of simple worship and prayer.
Conclusion (Looking to the future)
On the other hand, looking towards the future of excavations and digs on the site of Pompeii and how far they have progressed in recent years looks to be very positive; there have been many sites and districts mapped out and excavated along with many materials and belongings that help researchers and archaeologists piece together the story of Pompeii and all of the different sites that made it a big city full of people in the first place when it was populated by people coming from all over the world in order to visit.
In conclusion, for the Temple of Apollo it looks to be promising with all of these excavations and objects that have been uncovered on the site plus the amount of the temple itself that has been uncovered and mapped out in total. Given that there are many other pieces to uncover and put back into their places, it seems to be more than halfway complete and the final result of the digs are exciting to see in the future. Some pieces in the Temple have been placed into museums to further enhance their help with research and helping to see the overall history of the city of Pompeii, such as statues dedicated to the Goddess Diana and the God Apollo that were often prayed to and helped to keep the religious aspect of Pompeii alive, as well as the other Temples dotted around the city dedicated to the other Gods and Goddesses.
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