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Learning is an extremely complex aspect of human activity. There are many theories about how it happens and there are many contexts in which learning can occur
In this module we will look at learning – how it happens and where it happens. 
We will also consider different ways of learning and how effective they are for different individuals. This will include looking at the notion of different learning styles and the controversies that surround this.

The module will also provide you with an overview of prominent learning theories and examine how approaches to learning have been influenced by these theories. 
Aims and Learning Outcomes

The aim of the module is:

· To explore key theories which have been influential in understanding cognitive development.

· To introduce students to a range of contexts that facilitate and support learning

Learning Outcomes

On successful completion of this module students will be able to
· Demonstrate knowledge of a range of learning theories and understand how they relate to current education practice.

· Demonstrate an understanding of the importance of different perspectives on learning theory.

· Discuss and evaluate how learning contexts facilitate the development and enhancement of knowledge and skills

TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES

The sessions for this module will consist of a one hour lecture followed by a two hour seminar later in the week.  The lectures will give you the opportunity to develop the skills of careful listening, summarising and note taking.  They will cover some of the major theories, debates and areas of research relevant to ‘21st Century Learning: Theories and Contexts’. 

At the end of the lecture you will usually be given some reading and/or a task to do before the seminar. It is vitally important that you do the reading and complete these tasks as they will be used in the seminar.  We will use the seminars to discuss topics relating to the lecture and make use of group work to consolidate your understanding of key issues.
At times you will be given group tasks to do in preparation for the seminar and it is obviously important for your own learning and for that of everyone in the group that you complete tasks on time and participate fully in discussions and seminar activities. The strategies in this module have been selected on the basis that they will not only help you to learn but provide models for different approaches to learning.

The following is an indicative plan of your lectures for this module. For operational reasons and/or course development purposes, the content may be amended as well as the order of the sessions.

Week 1: Introduction; what is learning?

Learning Outcomes

· To gain some understanding of the content of the module

· To begin to explore the nature of learning

· To consider ‘What is learning’?

· To reflect on the different ways we learn.

· To explore the nature of memory

Reading

Hughes M (2001) Strategies for Closing the Learning Gap. London: Network Continuum   ‘Learning = Understanding and Memory’

Santrock JW (2011) Child Development. New York: McGraw p208-214

Week 2: The brain

Learning Outcomes

· To develop a simple understanding of the structure and functions of the brain.

Reading

Pritchard A (2009) Ways of Learning Abingdon: Routledge Chpt 7

Sharp J, Ward S, Hankin L (2006) Educational studies: An Issue based Approach. Exeter: Learning Matters. Chpt 5

Smith A (1996) Accelerated Learning in the Classroom. London: Network Educational Press. Section 1 p13-22

Weeks 3: Learning Styles

Learning Outcomes

· To explore the concept of learning styles

· To examine some theories about learning styles and begin to explore our own learning style

Reading

Pritchard A (2014) (3rd ed) Ways of Learning London: Routledge Chpt 5

Skinner D (2010) Effective Teaching and Learning in Practice. London:Continuum p27-29

Coffield F, Moseley D, Hall E, Eccelstone K (2004) Learning Styles and Pedagogy in Post 16 learning: A systematic and critical review.

http://lerenleren.nu/bronnen/Learning%20styles%20by%20Coffield%20e.a..pdf
Week 4: Introduction to theories of cognitive development

Learning Outcomes

· To consider ‘what is intelligence’?

· To explore Gardner’s notion of Multiple Intelligence.

· To explore the concept of constructivism

· To examine Piaget’s theory of cognitive development
· To understand the concept of social constructivism

· To explore the contribution made to our understanding of learning by Bruner.
Reading

Pritchard A (2014) (3rd Ed) Ways of Learning Abingdon: Routledge  Chpt 4

Gray C & Macblain S (2012) Learning Theories in Childhood. London:Sage Chpt4

Mitchell P & Ziegler F (2007) Fundamentals of Development: The Psychology of Childhood.  Hove: Taylor & Francis. Chpt 2

Pritchard A (2014) (3rd ed) Ways of Learning Abingdon: Routledge  Chpt 3

Gray C & Macblain S (2012) Learning Theories in Childhood. London:Sage Chpt5

Additional reading

Halfpenny A & Pettersen J (2014) Introducing Piaget. Abingdon: Routledge.

Smidt S (2009) Introducing Vygotsky. Abingdon :Routledge

Smidt S (2011) Introducing Bruner. Abingdon: Routledge

Week 5: Introduction to contexts for thinking and learning, the role of play

Learning Outcomes

· To begin to explore the various environments in which learning occurs

· To outline the value of education in the early years

· To identify the various types of play and their impact on encouraging learning 

· To discuss how the Foundation Phase promotes learning 

Readings

Wood, E. (eds) (2008) The Routledge Reader in Early Childhood Education. London: Routledge. Chapter 1 ‘Play in the Infants’ School’ p.21-36

Yelland, N. et al (2008) Rethinking Learning in Early Childhood Education. Maidenhead: Open University Press. Chapter 1 ‘New millennium learners’ p. 1-11

Week 6: Learning within the Classroom

Learning Outcomes

· To discuss the ways in which learning is encouraged and developed within formal learning contexts

· To debate the concept of post compulsory education and  lifelong learning 

Readings

Arthur, J. & Peterson, A. (eds) (2012) The Routledge Companion to Education. London: Routledge. Chapter 20 ‘Education & Schooling 11-16 years’ p. 190-198

Bartlett, S. & Burton, D. (eds) (2008) Education Studies: Essential Issues. London: Sage. Chapter 9 ‘Education for Lifelong Learning’ p.190-211

Wood, K. (2011) Education: The Basics. London: Routledge. Chapter 4 ‘What are we teaching in schools and universities and why?’ p.68-88.

Week 7: Learning Outside the Classroom

Learning Outcomes:

· To debate the effectiveness of learning outside the classroom

· To explore the nature of Forest Schools

· To consider the range of additional learning environments available for schools

Readings:

Miller, L. & Pound, L. (eds) (2011) Theories & Approaches to Learning in the Early Years. London: Sage. Chapter 9 ‘Forest Schools in the early years’ p.133-148

Peter Bentsen , Erik Mygind & Thomas B. Randrup (2009) Towards an

understanding of udeskole: education outside the classroom in a Danish context, Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education, 37:1, p. 29-44

Maynard, T. and Waters, J. [eds]( 2014) Exploring outdoor play in the early years McGraw-Hill: Open University Press. Chapter 2 ‘What makes a good outdoor environment for young children?’ p. 29-41

Week 8 Alternatives to Conventional Education (i)
Learning Outcomes:

· To develop an appreciation of the need for alternative education

· To explore the fundamental principles of the Montessori approach

Readings:

Isaacs, B. (2012) Understanding the Montessori Approach. London: Routledge. Chapter 2 ‘Montessori’s views of children’s development’ p. 18-30

Wood, K. (2011) Education: The Basics. London: Routledge. Chapter 6 ‘Alternative views of education’ p. 114-136

O’Donnell, M. (2013) Maria Montessori: A Critical Introduction to Key Themes and Debates. London; Bloomsbury. Chapter 4 Montessori and Child Development. P.91-124

Week 9: Alternatives to Conventional Education (ii)

Learning Outcomes:
· To analyse the work of Rudolph Steiner

Readings:

Miller, L. & Pound, L. (eds) (2011) Theories & Approaches to Learning in the Early Years. London: Sage. Chapter 6 ‘Steiner Waldorf early childhood education: offering a curriculum for the 21st century’ p. 86-98

Kassem, D., Mufti, E. & Robinson, J. (eds) (2010) Education Studies: Issues & Critical Perspectives. Maidenhead: Open University Press. Chapter 5 ‘When evidence is not enough: freedom to choose versus prescribed choice: the case of Summerhill School’ p. 56-68

Assessment

Assessment Component 1 – 50%

Individual academic poster (equivalent to 2,000 words)

Describe and evaluate the ideas of one person who has explored cognitive development. Include reflective observations of this development in practice.

Choose from;

Piaget

Vygotsky

Bruner

Howard Gardner

Submission details – to be presented and submitted week beginning March 27th. Further details will be given in advance.

Assessment Component 2 – 50%

Group presentation (5 minutes per group member) 

Choose a context other than a school, where learning can take place. This could be for example a museum, wildlife centre or gallery. Demonstrate how the context can support learning giving a couple of practical examples of activities to support what you say.

More information will be given about these assessments in our sessions.

Submission details – presentations will be carried out week beginning May 1st. Further details will be given in advance.
Reading
It is important to remember that you are reading for a degree in education.  The more you read the more the concepts and ideas will make sense to you.  Some of the reading for the module will be in the form of handouts that will be distributed during sessions. It is essential that you read these handouts as they will help you to grasp the issues that will be dealt with in individual sessions. On some occasions, you will be asked to come to sessions having read material distributed in the previous week – when this occurs it is essential that this reading is done.

Essential Reading

Arthur, J. & Peterson, A. (eds) (2012) The Routledge Companion to Education. Abingdon: Routledge

Bartlett, S. & Burton, D. (2012) Education Studies: Essential Issues. London: Sage.

Gray C & Macblain S (2012) Learning Theories in Childhood. London: Sage
Pritchard, A. (2014) (3rd edn) Ways of Learning Abingdon: David Fulton
Warren, S. (2009) An Introduction to Education Studies: The Student Guide to Themes and Contexts. London: Continuum. 

Recommended Reading

Bates, J. & Lewis, S. (2009) The Study of Education: An Introduction. London: Continuum.

Feez, S. (2010) Montessori and Early Childhood: A Guide for students. London: Sage.

Halfpenny AM & Pettersen J (2014) Introducing Piaget. Abingdon: Routledge

Isaacs, B. (2012) Understanding the Montessori Approach. Abingdon: Routledge

Jarvis, P. (2010) Adult Education and Lifelong Learning: Theory and Practice. Abingdon: Routledge
McGregor, D. (2007) Developing Thinking Developing Learning: A Guide to Thinking Skills in Education. Maidenhead: McGraw Hill.

Mitchell P & Ziegler F (2007) Fundamentals of Development: The Psychology of Childhood.  Hove: Taylor & Francis

Macblain S (2014) How Children Learn. London: Sage

Miller, L. & Pound, L. (2011) Theories and Approaches to Learning in the Early Years. London: Sage.

Miller, L. & Pound, L. (2011) Theories and Approaches to Learning in the Early Years. London: Sage.

Morgan-Klein, B. & Osbourne, M. (2007) The Concepts and Practices of Lifelong Learning. Abingdon: Routledge. 

Nottingham J (2013) Encouraging Learning. How you can help children learn. Abingdon :Routledge
O Grady A (2013). Lifelong Learning in the UK. An introductory guide for Education Studies. Abingdon :Routledge

Palaiologou, I.  (2009) The Early Years Foundation Stage: Theory and Practice. London: Sage.

Smidt S (2011) Introducing Bruner.  Abingdon:  Routledge

Smidt S (2009) Introducing Vygotsky.  :Abingdon: Routledge

Webb, S. (2011) Elective Home Education in the UK. Stoke on Trent: Strentham.

Wood, E. (eds) (2008) The Routledge Reader in Early Childhood Education. Abingdon: Routledge 

Wood, K. (2011) Education: The Basics Abingdon Routledge

Vaughan, M. (2006) Summerhill and A.S. Neill. Maidenhead: Open University Press.

Additional Material

Students will be directed towards current publications as they become available and towards appropriate electronic resources.
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